
Lesson 8:  Chapter 2
11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 1



11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 2



“The value of the book of Revelation is not 
that it provides a lot of new information, 
but rather that it takes the scattered Old 
Testament prophecies and puts them in 

chronological order so that the sequence 
of events may be determined”

Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum
p. 12, Footsteps of the Messiah

11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 3



V. 3

is he that 
readeth, and they

that hear the words

of prophecy, and 
keep those things 

which are written
therein:  for the time 

is at hand.
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I was in the Spirit 
on the Lord’s day …

“I came to be, in the 
Spirit, on the Day of 

the Lord”
Complete Jewish Version 
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When was Revelation written?
Preterist – Written prior to 70 AD describing the fall of Jerusalem.

Or

Futurist – Written around 90-95 AD describing the 70th Week of Daniel

• John was the disciple of Jesus 
(30-33 AD)

• Polycarp (69-155AD) was the 
disciple of John

• Irenaeus (120 – 202) was the 
disciple of Polycarp who was 
the Bishop of Smyrna.   

Against Heresies  (A.D. 180-199), Book V, 
Chapter 30:

We will not, however, incur the risk of 
pronouncing positively as to the name of 
Antichrist; for if it were necessary that his 
name should be distinctly revealed in this 

present time, it would have been announced 
by him who beheld the apocalyptic vision. For 

that was seen no very long time since, but 
almost in our day, towards the end of 

Domitian's reign.
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Rev 1:19

Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things 
which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;

1. Hast seen – Chapter 1  (Vision of Christ)
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Rev 1:19

Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things 
which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;

1. Hast seen – Chapter 1  (Vision of Christ)
2. Which Are – Chapters 2-3  (The Church)
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Rev 1:19

Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things 
which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;

1. Hast seen – Chapter 1  (Vision of Christ)
2. Which Are – Chapters 2-3  (The Church)
3. Chapters 4-22 – things hereafter (“meta tauta”)

Rev 4:1 - After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice 
which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I 

will shew thee things which must be hereafter.
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Jewish Hermaneutics
PRDS – “Paradise or garden”

1. P’shat – the plain, literal story in the text
– Ex:  Daniel 3 – Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego

2. Remez – hint.  An application made from the story.
– We can be right in the middle of God’s will and still find ourselves in 

a fiery furnace.  However, Jesus is with us in the midst.

3. Derash – search.  A Prophetic Application.
– Furnace heated 7 times, faithful brought through, Daniel absent.

4. Sod – secret.  Equidistant lettering, etc.
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Example of a Prophetic Application

Hosea 11:1

When Israel was a child, 
then I loved him, and 
called my son out of 
Egypt.

Matthew 2:14-15

When he arose, he took the 
young child and his mother by 
night, and departed into Egypt:  
And was there until the death 
of Herod: that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken of 
the Lord by the prophet, 
saying, Out of Egypt have I 
called my son.
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1.Ephesus - Desirable One
2.Smyrna – Myrhh, bitter, crushed
3.Pergamos - Perverse Marriage
4.Thyatira – continual sacrifice
5.Sardis – remnant
6.Philadelphia – brotherly love
7.Laodicea – rule the people

2. Which Are – Chapters 2-3  (The Church)
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Birth of  
Christ

Ascension

Presentation of King –
Zech.9:9

Rejected – Is. 53:3

“Cut off” – Dan. 9:26

Rapture of 
Church 

1 Thes. 4:13-18   1 
Cor. 15:51-53 Rev. 

4:1

Second 
Coming

Zech 14     Rev. 
19:11-19

… blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in.  Rom 11:25

Church Age

E
ph

es
us

 –
A

po
st

ol
ic

 
C

h
ur

ch
 to

 A
D

 1
00

S
m

yr
n

a 
   

P
er

se
cu

te
d

10
0-

31
5 

A
D

P
er

ga
m

os
P

er
ve

rs
e 

M
ar

ria
ge

31
5-

50
0 

A
D

T
hy

at
ira

D
a

rk
 A

ge
s

50
0-

15
00

 A
D

S
ar

di
s

R
e

fo
rm

at
io

n
15

00
-1

70
0 

A
D

P
hi

la
de

lp
hi

a
O

pe
n 

D
oo

r
17

00
-1

95
0 

A
D

La
od

ic
ea

Lu
ke

w
ar

m
19

50
 A

D
--

-

Apostate 
Church

Tribulation

11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 13



Rev 2:18-29
18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things 
saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and 
his feet are like fine brass;
19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy 
patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.
20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou 
sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to 
teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat 
things sacrificed unto idols.
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1 Kings 16:30-31
30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil 
in the sight of the Lord above all 
that were before him.
31 And it came to pass, as if it had 
been a light thing for him to walk in 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel 
the daughter of Ethbaal king of the 
Zidonians, and went and served 
Baal, and worshipped him.
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21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented 
not.
22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery 
with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.
23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall 
know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give 
unto every one of you according to your works.
24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not 
this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they 
speak; I will put upon you none other burden.
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25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.
26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to 
him will I give power over the nations:
27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter 
shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.
28 And I will give him the morning star.
29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches.

KJV

11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 17



Acts 16:14

14 And a certain woman named 
Lydia, a seller of purple, of the 
city of Thyatira, which 
worshipped God, heard us: 
whose heart the Lord opened, 
that she attended unto the 
things which were spoken of 
Paul.
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Heb 1:1-3

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in 
time past unto the fathers by the prophets,  Hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds;  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the 
express image of his person, and upholding all things by 
the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.
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Heb 9:27-28

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment:   So Christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them 
that look for him shall he appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation.
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18 And unto the angel of the 
church in Thyatira write; 

These things saith the Son of 
God, who hath his eyes like 
unto a flame of fire, and his 

feet are like fine brass;
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19 I know thy works, and 
charity, and service, and faith, 

and thy patience, and thy 
works; and the last to be 

more than the first.
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20 Notwithstanding I have a 
few things against thee, 

because thou sufferest that 
woman Jezebel, which calleth 
herself a prophetess, to teach 
and to seduce my servants to 

commit fornication, and to 
eat things sacrificed unto 

idols.
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The 
Nymphaeum

Acts 15:19-20

19 Wherefore my sentence is, that 
we trouble not them, which from 
among the Gentiles are turned to 
God:

20 But that we write unto them, 
that they abstain from pollutions 
of idols, and from fornication, and 
from things strangled, and from 
blood.11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 32



What was this church allowing?
1. Some woman to serve as a Teaching Pastor (Forbidden)
2. They didn’t examine her doctrinally.  

– After all, can’t we all just get along and love each other.  Tolerance 
rather than doctrinal purity

3. She actively promoted and taught compromise.  
– Go ahead and eat things sacrificed to idols and to participate in the 

idolatrous fornication that the gods of your trade guilds might 
require.  After all, we don’t want to be considered fanatical Christians.
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21 And I gave her space to 
repent of her fornication; and 

she repented not.

11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 34



OctOber 31, 1517
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22-23 Behold, I will cast her into 
a bed, and them that commit 

adultery with her into great 
tribulation, except they repent of 

their deeds.  And I will kill her 
children with death; and all the 

churches shall know that I am he 
which searcheth the reins and 

hearts: and I will give unto every 
one of you according to your 

works.11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 36



11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 37



Reasons for a Pre-Trib Rapture
1. It is “the Seventieth Week of Daniel.” 
2. It is “the time of JACOB’S trouble.”  
3. A time when wicked men will be judged on earth.   
4. The feasts of Israel
5. The TYPE of Jewish Wedding    
6. The outline of Revelation 1:19.   
7. The Letters to Thessalonica don’t make sense.
8. Paul was not looking for it.   
9. The Ascension of the BODY of Christ
10. It is God’s pattern to remove the just before He pours out His wrath.    
11. Promise to the Church of Philadelphia.
12. The threat to Thyatira
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24-25 But unto you I say, and 
unto the rest in Thyatira, as 

many as have not this doctrine, 
and which have not known the 

depths of Satan, as they speak; I 
will put upon you none other 

burden.  But that which ye have 
already hold fast till I come.
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26 And he that overcometh, and 
keepeth my works unto the end, 
to him will I give power over the 

nations:  27 And he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron; as the 

vessels of a potter shall they be 
broken to shivers: even as I 

received of my Father.  28 And I 
will give him the morning star.

For whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world:  and this 
is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith.  Who 
is he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that Jesus 
is the Son of God?        1 John 5:4

11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 40



John 6:29

Jesus answered and said 
unto them, This is the work of 

God, that ye believe on him 
whom he hath sent.
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Eph 2:8-10

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

10 For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them.
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Mt 12:35 

A good man out of the good 
treasure of the heart bringeth 

forth good things: and an evil man 
out of the evil treasure bringeth 

forth evil things.
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1 Jn 2:19 
They went out from us, but they were 

not of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would no doubt have continued 
with us: but they went out, that they 

might be made manifest that they 
were not all of us.
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26 And he that overcometh, and 
keepeth my works unto the end, 
to him will I give power over the 

nations: 27 And he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron; as the 

vessels of a potter shall they be 
broken to shivers: even as I 

received of my Father.  28 And I 
will give him the morning star.
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Ps 2

2 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying,
3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.
5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.
6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.
7 I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day 
have I begotten thee.
8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.
9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a 
potter's vessel.
10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.
11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is 
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 46



29 He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto 

the churches.
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Ephesus – Apostolic Church
Smyrna – Persecuted Church

Pergamus – Married Church

Thyatira – (Catholicism)

Sardis– (Reformed)

Philadelphia – (Evangelical)

Laodicea – (Apostate)

Tribulation
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1. Assembly: Thyatira – Continuing Sacrifice
2. Author: the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a 

flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;
3. Awareness: I know thy works…
4. Approval: charity, and service, and faith , and thy 

patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than 
the first.

5. Admonition: thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, 
which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to 
seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat 
things sacrificed unto idols.

6. Appeal: Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them 
that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 
except they repent of their deeds. 

7. Assurance: I give power over the nations:   And he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a 
potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I 
received of my Father.  And I will give him the morning 
star.11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 49



14 But I have a few things 
against thee, because thou 

hast there them that hold the 
doctrine of Balaam, who 

taught Balac to cast a 
stumblingblock before the 

children of Israel, to eat 
things sacrificed unto idols, 
and to commit fornication.
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Lesson 8:  Chapter 2
11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 51



11/15/2023 Paul Blair - Revelation (Lesson 8) Chapter 2 52


