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Make a spectacle 
of yourself

For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles,
last, as men condemned to death; for we have been
made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to
men. 1 Cor 4:9
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spectacle = theater
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“Behold, I send an Angel before you to keep you in the way and to bring
you into the place which I have prepared. 21 Beware of Him and obey
His voice; do not provoke Him, for He will not pardon your
transgressions; for My name is in Him. 22 But if you indeed obey His
voice and do all that I speak, then I will be an enemy to your enemies
and an adversary to your adversaries. 23 For My Angel will go before
you and bring you in to the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites
and the Canaanites and the Hivites and the Jebusites; and I will [e]cut
them off. Ex 23:20-23

Then he said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you
set your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your
God, your words were heard; and I have come because of your
words. 13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-
one days; and behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help
me, for I had been left alone there with the kings of Persia. 14 Now I have
come to make you understand what will happen to your people in the
latter days, for the vision refers to many days yet to come.” Dan 10:12-14
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For He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in all
your ways. 12 In their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash
your foot against a stone. Ps 91:11-12

“Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I
say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My
Father who is in heaven. Mt 18:10

Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those
who will inherit salvation? Heb 1:14

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have
unwittingly entertained angels. Heb 13:2

To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they
were ministering the things which now have been reported to you
through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy
Spirit sent from heaven – things which angels desire to look into.

1 Pet 1:12
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For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol
of authority on her head, because of the angels. 1 Cor 1:10

In this life I’m looked on as a common man, 
Not much for the eye to behold
My clothes are not new,
But the car that I drive was a dozen years ago
The house that I live in is simple, 
It ain’t nothing but a four-room flat
But I’ll not despair it, I’ll only compare it
To what I know to be a fact

I am the envy of angels
Mine is a song they can’t sing
I am the envy of angels
I am an heir to the throne, child of the King
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The believers at Corinth had become spiritually arrogant:

• They were judging Paul
• They were puffed up toward each other and toward Paul
• They believed they had accomplished everything on their own
• They claimed to be spiritually full
• They claimed to be spiritually rich 
• They claimed to be reigning as spiritual “kings” and had no

need for Paul’s instruction

1 Cor 4:10-13 We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in
Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished, but
we are dishonored! 11 To the present hour we both hunger and thirst,
and we are poorly clothed, and beaten, and homeless. 12 And we
labor, working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless; being
persecuted, we endure; 13 being defamed, we entreat. We have been
made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all things until now.
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For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men
condemned to death; for we have been made a spectacle to the
world, both to angels and to men. 1 Cor 4:9

“If you please God, it doesn’t
matter whom you displease.
And if you displease God, it
doesn’t matter whom you
please.” Adrian Rogers
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It’s one thing to know the “works” of God, 
it’s another to know the “ways” of God.

Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me
now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in
Your sight. And consider that this nation is Your people.” Ex 33:13

that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, Phil 3:10

Adrian Rogers: “Israel saw all of God’s miracles, but they never
understood the ways of God, and they never found rest. The
difference between knowing the works of God and the ways of God
is the difference between rest and relapse.”
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But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the
power may be of God and not of us. 8 We are hard-pressed on every
side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in
despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed
– 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that
the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who
live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus
also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So then death is working
in us, but life in you. 2 Cor 4:7-12

1. Grime

2. Grief

3. Glory
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For we have been made a spectacle to the world,
both to angels and to men. 1 Cor 4:9

In 1882, at a student crusade
at Cambridge University,
England, D.L. Moody said,
“Men, don’t let nobody tell you
God don’t love you because
he do.”
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Babbie Mason

Our Father knows what is best for us
His ways are not our own
So when your pathway grows dim
And you just can't see Him,
Remember you're never alone

God is too wise to be mistaken
God is too good to be unkind
So when you don't understand
When don't see His plan
When you can't trace His hand
Trust His Heart

Come unto Jesus
Give Him your life today

Come unto Jesus
Let Him have His way
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