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The Book of Daniel

Part 14: The key is the knee
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Dan 8:26 “And the vision of the evenings and
mornings which was told is true; therefore seal up
the vision, for it refers to many days in the future.”

1. The answers are always found in
God’s Word
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Rom 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.

Dan 9:1-2 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the
lineage of the Medes, who was made king over the realm of the
Chaldeans — 2in the first year of his reign |, Daniel, understood by
the books the number of the years specified by the word of
the Lord through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish
seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.
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“Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘Because you have not heard My
words, ? behold, | will send and take all the families of the north,” says
the Lord, ‘and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and will
bring them against this land, against its inhabitants, and against these
nations all around, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an
astonishment, a hissing, and perpetual desolations. 1© Moreover |
will take from them the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the
voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the
millstones and the light of the lamp. 1 And this whole land shall be a
desolation and an astonishment, and these nations shall serve the king
of Babylon seventy years. Jer 25:8-11

For thus says the Lord: After seventy years are completed at
Babylon, | will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and
cause you to return to this place. " For | know the thoughts that |
think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of euvil,
to give you a future and a hope. Jer 29-10-11
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« With 3 deportations of Jews from Israel, Daniel didn't
know from which one the 70 yrs commenced

Acts 1:8 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which
the Father has put in His own authority.

* |f we want to understand God, we must “search” the
Scriptures

Jn 5:39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life;
and these are they which testify of Me.

Acts 17:11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that
they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to
find out whether these things were so.

2. The answers are unlocked by prayer
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Dan 9:3 Then | set my face toward the Lord God to make
request by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth,
and ashes.

» Prayer’s purpose is not to get God to change His plans
to fit ours, but to get us to change our plans to fit His.

Mt 6:10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.

1 Jn 5:14-15 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we
ask anything according to His will, He hears us.

9/21/2023
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 Praying for what God has already condemned is
blasphemous and futile

Js 1:6-8 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is
like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that
man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; & he is a
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

Fanatical or fervent?

Dan 9:3 ... prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.

Js 5:16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one
another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a
righteous man avails much.
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3. Worship is the place to start

Dan 9:4 And | prayed to the Lord my God, and made confession,
and said, “O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His
covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with those who
keep His commandments,

Mt 6:9 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be Your name.
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4. Confession is the next step

Dan 9:5-10 we have sinned and committed iniquity, we have done wickedly
and rebelled, even by departing from Your precepts and Your
judgments. ¢ Neither have we heeded Your servants the prophets, who spoke
in Your name to our kings and our princes, to our fathers and all the people of
the land. 7 O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us shame of face,
as it is this day — to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all
Israel, those near and those far off in all the countries to which You have
driven them, because of the unfaithfulness which they have committed
against You. 8“O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, our princes,
and our fathers, because we have sinned against You. ° To the Lord our
God belong mercy and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against
Him. 1 We have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in His
laws, which He set before us by His servants the prophets.
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* | have sinned

Dan 6:4-5 So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against
Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because
he was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found in him. 3 Then these men
said, “We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against
him concerning the law of his God.”

1 Jn 1:9-10 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. ? If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not
sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

| am sorry — not “sorry”

| have sinned by
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Edward M. Blaiklock:

“This period of our devotions must
contain a moment of pain. It is not
God’s intention that we should
writhe under it or linger in it. But
specific and sincere confession for
our own sin is no joyous exercise.”

 The curse comes to any person or nation that turns its
back on God

Dan 9:11b-15 therefore the curse and the oath written in the Law of Moses the
servant of God have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against
Him. '2And He has confirmed His words, which He spoke against us and
against our judges who judged us, by bringing upon us a great disaster; for
under the whole heaven such has never been done as what has been done to
Jerusalem. 13As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come
upon us; yet we have not made our prayer before the Lord our God, that we
might turn from our iniquities and understand Your truth. “Therefore the Lord
has kept the disaster in mind, and brought it upon us; for the Lord our God is
righteous in all the works which He does, though we have not obeyed His voice.
5And now, O Lord our God, who brought Your people out of the land of Egypt
with a mighty hand, and made Yourself a name, as it is this day — we have
sinned, we have done wickedly!

11
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Ps 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that
forget God.

Prov 14:34 Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach
to any people.

2 Chron 7:14a if My people who are called by My name will humble
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked

ways, ...

5. Intercession follows confession
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Dan 9:16-19 “O Lord, according to all Your righteousness, | pray, let Your anger
and Your fury be turned away from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy mountain;
because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your
people are a reproach to all those around us. 17 Now therefore, our God, hear
the prayer of Your servant, and his supplications, and for the Lord’s sake cause
Your face to shine on Your sanctuary, which is desolate. '® O my God, incline
Your ear and hear; open Your eyes and see our desolations, and the city which
is called by Your name; for we do not present our supplications before You
because of our righteous deeds, but because of Your great mercies. 1° O Lord,
hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do not delay for Your own sake,
my God, for Your city and Your people are called by Your name.”

Mt 6:12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

2 Chron 7:14b ... then | will hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin and heal their land.
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6. The prayer that starts in heaven
reaches heaven

Dan 9:20-23 Now while | was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin
and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before
the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God, 2! yes, while
| was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom | had seen in the
vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about
the time of the evening offering. 22 And he informed me, and talked with
me, and said, “O Daniel, | have now come forth to give you skill to
understand. 23 At the beginning of your supplications the command
went out, and | have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved;
therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision:
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Jer 29:13 And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for
Me with all your heart.

Mt 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added to you.

Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

The answer may not be what we expect — it may be more!

Eph 3:20-21 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that works in us, 2'to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to
all generations, forever and ever. Amen.




