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Worldview

How you see the world.

Biblical Worldview

* God IS!

* God is creator of all things.

* God is ultimate Lawgiver
and Lord over all

* Man is sinful and can’t be
trusted.

* As a sinner, man needs a
Savior.

* Man is free. A Limited
Civil Government is to
punish evil

Secular Worldview

* God ISN'T

* Man is highest among
evolved life (man is god)

* Man is basically good

* Man is perfectible under
the right circumstances

* Purpose of Government is
control; planning the right
conditions for man
(Central Planning rather
than individual liberty)

A popular phrase you hear thrown around these days is “Worldview.” But what is
Worldview? Well, Worldview is simply how you see the world. Through what lens do

you see everything?

There are several prominent worldviews, but the two primary worldviews in America

are either a:
* Biblical Worldview
* Secular Worldview
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When in the Course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the political
bands which have connected them with another,
and to assume among the powers of the earth,
the separate and equal station to which the Laws
of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a
decent respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.

Jefferson opened the Declaration of Independence with these words...

Every statement in the Declaration was not simply poetic prose, but legal terms
defined in Blackstone’s Commentaries on Law.
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A Biblical Worldview

Proper Responsibility: 4 Realms of Govt

Self Family Church Civil

Salvation Care Charity
Body Education Mercy
Behavior Home Morality

Punish Evil
Protect Good

We have talked about the four realms of government, the importance of each and

their proper interdependence.

* |f manis efficiently self-governed, then the family will function ideally.

* |f the individual is properly self-governed and the family is properly governed, then
the local assembly or community called the church will function effortlessly.

* |f individuals, families and communities are functioning as God designed, then the
civil government is needed little.
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Right to own title to property, use property as you wish and dispose
of it when you want for a price to which you agree. (Jews owned
their own land.)

You were to pay your employees on time, don’t withhold their pay,
but what you paid them was based upon the free market. What

you paid them, was not determined by the government. What are

you willing to pay and what are they willing to work for? (Matthew
20:1-15)

Work was understood. Laziness was scorned and if one refused to

work let him go hungry. A workman being worthy of his hire.

Rewarding success and chastising slothfulness. (Matthew 25:14-
29)
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General Biblical Precepts about Economics

The Bible teaches principles of budgeting during times of plenty in preparation
for times of want.

The Bible teaches us to consider the cost before you begin a project.

Values investing.

Diversifying your assets for protection.

Avoid unreasonable debt service.

The family is supposed to care for the family.
e Parents are to raise their children and provide for them. As parents get older,
their kids are to “honor” them — which means to provide for their physical
needs.

Slothfulness and laziness is condemned as sin._Inifact;iRaulfaffirmsBenihranklins
famous statement. Franklin said, the best way to fight'poverty, is @ﬁ@ﬁqd]

uncomfortable in it. Paul said to the Church in Thessalonica,“If:‘a'manidoesn’t
work, then don’t feed him.”
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BIBLICAL ECONOMICS FACT #1:
“Six days you shall work”

* Genesis 2:15 — “The LORD God took the man and put
him in the garden of Eden to work (avodah) it and

keep it.”
* Exodus 34:21 — God, in renewing the covenant with
Moses, says, “Six days you shall work (avodah),”
//

* Exodus 8:1 — “This is what the LORD says: ‘Let my
people go, so that they may worship (avodah) me.”

* Exodus 12:31 - “Then he summoned Moses and N
Aaron by night and said, ‘Up, go out from among my -
people, both you and the people of Israel; and go,
serve (avodah) the Lord ... ”

* Joshua 24:15 — “And if it is evil in your eyes to serve
the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your fathers served in the region
beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house,
we will serve (avodah) the Lord.”

F

God worked and produced for six days then rested on the seventh. Work was not a
result of sin. Before the fall, Adam was given charge over the God’s garden to keep it.

Now here is something to consider- you have heard me teach about the Hebrew
word “echad” which means to “hear” and to “obey”

The same Hebrew word for work is also the word used to worship or serve —
“avodah”
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Col 3:22-24

22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to
the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in
singleness of heart, fearing God:

23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord,
and not unto men;

24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward
of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.

The way a man works reflects on God and is in fact a form of worship.
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BIBLE AND ECONOMICS

1. Work as unto the Lord

2. Money is neutral.
1 Tim 6:9-10
But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in
destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of
all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from
the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

Money, in and of itself, is neither good nor evil. Itisonly a
tool to facilitate the store of energy and labor. It is used to
facilitate trade.

Basically, it simplifies the barter system.

It is supposed to be used for good. However, the “love of
money”- covetousness, obsession - is the root of all evil.
(Verses)

And this isn’t just about wealthy people. A poor person can
be just as guilty of greed and covetousness as a rich person.
It is a heart issue.

e Material isn’t bad. Materialism is.
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: BIBLE AND ECONOMICS

1. Work as unto the Lord
2. Money is neutral.

3. All economic systems are capitalistic systems. The difference
is who owns the capital.

10



Paul Blair: Economics & the Bible (Part 3)

11



Paul Blair: Economics & the Bible (Part 3)

12



Paul Blair: Economics & the Bible (Part 3)

&= ' i :‘

" fat -

Fep AT 33,30 E T,

;-" ‘And-with'great powerAg al ‘ ith
- resurrectlon of'the Lordi’ 'ﬁ_

Acts 5:4

I -
Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was
sold, was it not in thine own power.?\

* In Acts 4-5, we see the church in Jerusalem coming to the assistance of others
within their assembly.

That is what “loving your neighbor as you love yourself means.” We should live our
lives with the intent of never needing a handout, but always prepared to assist
when needed. (Thatis how the economy of God works!)

13
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: BIBLE AND ECONOMICS

1. Work as unto the Lord.
2. Money is neutral.

3. All economic systems are capitalistic systems. The difference
is who owns the capital.

4. Socialism/communism never works.

14
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'Oh Crap It's

m Monday!"
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Thank God it’s Monday is a saying NEVER heard in the workplace or school.
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BIBLE AND ECONOMICS

1. Work as unto the Lord.
2. Money is neutral.

3. All economic systems are capitalistic systems. The difference
is who owns the capital.

4. Socialism/communism never works.

. All Government Spending is Inefficient and Wasteful

18
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| BIBLE AND ECONOMICS

6. Taxation without Consent is Slavery & Theft

. Create

. Delegate few
powers

. Fund

Here's how taxes are supposed to work. The people create the government. The
people recognize that there's a certain amount of money needed to fund whatever
responsibilities they've delegated to the government they create. So, the people
agree to contribute a certain amount in order to fund the government.

You don't have a right to take something that belongs to someone else. Itis not
yours. It is their private property.

21
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i Gyrnggég’d Do not murder

No idolatry No adultery

Do not take
His name in vain Do not steal

Honor the Sabbath f%%ge\t i%ee%;

Honor your
father and’mother Do not covet

From the beginning, God placed a value on property
rights.

On equal footing with don’t worship false gods and don’t
take another man’s life...don’t take another man’s wife
or his stuff —in fact, don’t lust after them to begin with
because sinful behavior is the result of a sinful heart.

22
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* Let’s imagine that your neighbor owns two
televisions, and you don't have any.

* So, you say, “Hey, | need a television. He's got two.”
* That’s not FAIR.

* (Nevermind he works and bought them, and | don’t)

23
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So, when your neighbor goes out to dinner, you break
into his house, take a television and go put it in your
house.

24
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Liberalism calls that fairness as now you both have a television.
But, what have you done? You’ve stolen something that doesn’t belong to you.

Rather than you actually working hard and producing something, you just
“redistribute HIS wealth.”

25
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Redistribution of wealth is a political way of legalizing theft, which God frowns upon.

Working and earning is Biblical. It creates prosperity. It is being “fruitful.”

26
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Thou shalt not steal.
EXODUS 20:15 (KJV)

Redistribution of wealth is a political way of legalizing theft, which God frowns upon.

Working and earning is Biblical. It creates prosperity. It is being “fruitful.”

27
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Walgreens Closes 17 Stores In San
Francisco Because Of Rampant Theft
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Back in 2014, Proposition 47 reclassified nonviolent thefts as misdemeanors if the stolen good were worth less
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Theft doesn’t produce anything. It eventually leads to poverty.
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Likewise, do those two televisions belong to the
government?

Nope, they belong to that individual.

29
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In the same manner as the first illustration, the
government doesn't have the right to say, “You know
what? That man has two televisions, his neighbor has

none.

30
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Out of fairness, we’ll take one from the man that has two and give it to the man that
has none.

Not only does this punish the man who is working and rewards the man who is not
working, the TV’s don’t belong to the government in the first place.

Therefore, the government is just as guilty of stealing as in the first example.

31
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BIBLE AND ECONOMICS

Proper government Improper government

The people constitute a limited .
government
All money belongs to the people

People must fund the government they
create

People decide how much of THEIR
money they are willing to give to fund
their government

The government owns/controls
everything directly or through
regulatory agencies

The government decides what it will
do and how large it will be

The benevolent government
generously allows you to keep some of
your own money.

32
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“PAY YOUR
FAIR SHARE”
IS THEFT!!

33



Paul Blair: Economics & the Bible (Part 3)

: BIBLE AND ECONOMICS

6. Taxation without Consent is Slavery & Theft

Additional Note A:

A Graduated Income Tax is THEFT!

34



Paul Blair: Economics & the Bible (Part 3)

A FAIR TAX means an equal
percentage.
%( A man who earns $50,000 would
L7 .
A pay $5,000 if there was a 10% flat

. tax on income.

T e i A man who earns $500,000 would

pay $50,000 if there was a 10%
flat tax on income.

Everyone has the same

—— ~  level of commitment!

35
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A GRADUATED income tax is immoral
and is theft!

You have no right to anyone else’s possessions.

The majority has no right to steal from a weaker
minority.

36
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WHAT EXAGTLY
IS YOUR FAIR
SHARE' OF WHAT
"SOMEONE ELSE

HAS WORKED FOR?
-THOMAS SOWELL,

g Mip. o
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DO THE RICH PAY THEIR FAIR SHARE?

FEDERAL INCOME TAXES AND ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME EARNED IN 2018

INCOME Bottom Top Top Top Top Top
GROUP 50% 25%-50% 10%-25% | 5%-10% 2%-5% 1%

(<$43600)  (343,600k- ($87k- ($152k-  ($21Bk- ($540k+)
$87k) $152k) 3218k) $540k)

SHARE
OF ALL
INCOME
EARNED

SHARE
OF ALL
INCOME
TAXES
PAID

3%

Source: IRS. K heritage.org

According to the IRS, 10% of the population pays 71% of the taxes.

What is fair about that?
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If you wandered down a dark alley and ran into these guys who demanded your
wallet against your will, we would call that theft..

39
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However, if you wandered down a dark alley and these five guys said, “We believe in
democracy! Let’s vote over the redistribution of your assets.”

It’s still theft.

40
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DEMOCRACY

R

Two wolves voting that the lamb pays 50% income
tax while they collect welfare.
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BIBLE AND ECONOMICS

6. Taxation without Consent is Slavery & Theft

Additional Note A:

Graduated Income Tax is THEFT!

Additional Note B:
Economics 101:

* If you want more of something, then subsidize it.
* |If you want less of something, then tax it.

dditional Note C:
CC‘)%PORATIONS DON’T PAY TAXES, PEOPLE DO!!

o = — —
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: BIBLE AND ECONOMICS

6. Taxation without Consent is Slavery & Theft

“The power to tax is the
power to destroy.”

Daniel Webster, McCulloch v. Maryland
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BIBLE AND ECONOMICS
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Availability d f | Amount of
| | Currency.

Value is determined by rarity. Two components in inflation — availability of products
and the amount of currency in circulation.

That is why Mickey Mantle Rookie cards are valuable — they are increasingly harder to
find — so the value rises.

Money used to be tied to gold.

After WW2, Bretton Woods agreement — dollar is world reserve and it would be tied
to gold.
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Twenty dollars in gold coin payable to bearer on demand — money had a fixed value
based on a hard asset.
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(o
THIS NOTE 1S LEGAL TENDER @

FOR ALL DEBTS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE

WASH TON,D.C.

|  THIS NOTE IS LEGAL TENDER
5 FOR ALL DEBTS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE

Now we have what is called fiat currency. It is not backed by anything.

It’s a piece of paper that has value because the government says it does.

| g
BO3542754F 3
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Leviticus19:36
Just balances, just weights, a just ephah,
and a just hin, shall ye have: | am the Lord

your God, which brought you out of the
land of Egypt.

* For the sake of illustration, imagine there was a total of $10 in the money supply..
* You have 1 dollar in your pocket — you would possess 1/10 of the money supply in
buying power.

* Used to be the US government had to pay with real money budgeted from
tax revenue or sell bonds to fund projects or wars. After all, you can’t just
create money out of thin air.

* Then the government decided, “Hey, let’s just create money out of thin air.”

* Let’s say the Fed decides to double the money supply - because the government
decides to send everyone money to stay home from work because of a
manufactured crisis. Or, we decide to send money to the Ukraine for the sake of
democracy or to fund windmills or something stupid.

* If they doubled the amount of $1s that exist, then you immediately have your
buying power cut in half. Inflating the money supply (inflation) is an invisible tax
and it too is theft. But they don’t send you a bill to pay, it just takes $100 to fill up
your car when it used to take S50.
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ephah,
the Lord

of the

* For the sake of illustration, imagine there was a total of $10 in the money supply..
* You have 1 dollar in your pocket — you would possess 1/10 of the money supply in
buying power.

* Used to be the US government had to pay with real money budgeted from
tax revenue or sell bonds to fund projects or wars. After all, you can’t just
create money out of thin air.

* Then the government decided, “Hey, let’s just create money out of thin air.”

* Let’s say the Fed decides to double the money supply - because the government
decides to send everyone money to stay home from work because of a
manufactured crisis. Or, we decide to send money to the Ukraine for the sake of
democracy or to fund windmills or something stupid.

* If they doubled the amount of $1s that exist, then you immediately have your
buying power cut in half. Inflating the money supply (inflation) is an invisible tax
and it too is theft. But they don’t send you a bill to pay, it just takes $100 to fill up
your car when it used to take S50.
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'_' BIBLE AND ECONOMICS

8. Free market makes everyone richer.

For 5900 years, man walked or rode horses. America was only 125 years old in
1900. From 1900, we went from horse and buggy, to automobile, to airplane, to
landing on the moon in 70 years. We went from 5900 years of candlelight to electric
light and LED.
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Products of the
Free Market

The possibility of reward promotes risk, investment and hard work.

Competition motivates people to make something better or cheaper to be rewarded
with profit, but everyone wins.

* In 2004, | bought a 42” plasma television for $5500. You can now buy a much
better quality and much thinner 75” television for $1000.

* In fact, they practically give away 42” TV’s anymore.

* |n 2004, few people could afford a 42” television, but in 2018, lots of people can
because competition has driven the price down. People’s lives are enriched by the
free market.

When someone has a monopoly, then there is no competition. If there is no

competition, you have no motivation to improve your product, operate more
efficiently or lower your price.

50



Paul Blair: Economics & the Bible (Part 3)

Products of

the Free
Market

The possibility of reward promotes risk, investment and hard work.

Competition motivates people to make something better or cheaper to be rewarded
with profit, but everyone wins.

* |n 2004, | bought a 42” plasma television for $5500. You can now buy a much
better quality and much thinner 75” television for $1000.

* In fact, they practically give away 42” TV’s anymore.

* |n 2004, few people could afford a 42” television, but in 2018, lots of people can
because competition has driven the price down. People’s lives are enriched by the
free market.

When someone has a monopoly, then there is no competition. If there is no
competition, you have no motivation to improve your product, operate more
efficiently or lower your price.
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Products of the Free Market
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The possibility of reward promotes risk, investment and hard work.

Competition motivates people to make something better or cheaper to be rewarded
with profit, but everyone wins.

* In 2004, | bought a 42” plasma television for $5500. You can now buy a much
better quality and much thinner 75” television for $1000.

* In fact, they practically give away 42” TV’s anymore.

* |n 2004, few people could afford a 42” television, but in 2018, lots of people can
because competition has driven the price down. People’s lives are enriched by the
free market.

When someone has a monopoly, then there is no competition. If there is no

competition, you have no motivation to improve your product, operate more
efficiently or lower your price.
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Products of the Free Market

* Socialism says that there is a fixed
sum of assets. The government must
take from some and redistribute to

} others.

* WRONG!

* The free market expands the pie,
rather than slicing it up more and
more.

Lowes buys wood in quantity. Let’s say they mark up their wood 100%. | am not
being gouged, because there is a Home Depot and an Ace Hardware and a Hope
Lumberyard, all competing for my business with quality products, good service and
lower prices.

They spend $25 for some wood and sell it to me for $50. | take the S50 of wood and
make set of bookshelves and sell it on ebay for $100.

A farmer who took $25 in seeds and grew $100 worth of wheat which he sold at
market, bought my bookshelf.

Everyone was free to make a choice which, in their opinion, enriched their lives. We
all profited.

What started out as S50 in wholesale supplies, turned into $300 of wealth. The
economy is not a fixed pie. We don’t gain only when someone else loses.

Because of profit, expansion is needed, people are hired, equipment is bought, which
creates more jobs. As people compete for business, they work hard to improve their
product to attract customers. There is incentive to lower prices to attract customers,
gain a bigger market share and make more money.
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Supply and Demand

A

Demand Supply

Surplus
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Government tinkering is always the wrong thing.

This is a simple supply and demand graph. The fair price is determined
by what price a company can operate at a profit and a price that people
are willing to pay for that product.

If the government tinkers with price floors, Price floors cause surpluses
as people won’t buy something that’s priced too high.

° You can’t sell milk for less than $10 a gallon because we want
dairy farmers to make more money. People won’t pay $10 a
gallon, so the milk doesn’t sell, you have a surplus. Farmers go
out of business because they aren’t making money and then
there is a real milk shortage.

If the government tinkers with price ceilings, the result if shortages as
companies don’t produce if they aren’t profitable.
e  You can’t sell a Big Mac for above S5, but we require you to pay all
your employees $20 an hour. | can’t afford to sell Big Macs for
that price, I'm going out of business. Which results in shortages.

In a free market, the customer determines the price of goods, not a
greedy seller.
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'BRING BACK WHALE OIL JOBSL

MAKENEWBEDFO DG REATAGAIN

This is a lightbulb.

At one time, American’s used whale oil to fuel lamps.

Then kerosene was discovered, then Edison invented the
light bulb.

What if the government had gotten involved to save the
whale oil industry?
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Adam Smith

Christian Economist - Scotland
An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes
of the Wealth of Nations (1776)

Self-interest
balanced by free
competition

promotes society’s
interest.

(summary, not a direct quote)
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I BIBLE AND ECONOMICS

8. Greater the government, the greater the poverty. The
greater the freedom, the greater the wealth.
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0
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Government doesn’t create jobs; they can only inhibit
job creation with taxes and regulations.
The government doesn't produce anything it simply
takes efficient money out of the economy. The greater
the government, the poorer the people..

This scale is a freedom index. If you had $100 and went to the store and everything
in the store was under $100, then you’d have complete freedom to spend as you

wished....
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Of every "three dollars in food stamps for - , Samaritan’s
the needy, seven dollars in salaries and - e ¥ purse
pensions (go to) the bureaucrats who are 88% of every

supposed to be taking care of the poor." : _ 5 ‘ ‘ dollar makes it

— Michele Bachmann on Saturday, March 16th, 2013 in a speech at the

conservative CPAC conference. to the end user.
https://www.politifact.com/truth-o- 3 & https://www.charitychoices.c
meter/statements/2013/mar/19/michele-bachmann/michele-bachmann- . om/charity/samaritans-purse
says-70-percent-food-stamp-fundin/

A black hole is a region of spacetime
exhibiting such strong gravitational effects
that nothing—not even particles

and electromagnetic radiation such

as light—can escape from inside it.

Imagine government spending is this black hole.

The government does nothing more efficiently than the free market. Every dollar you
take out of the free market will have waste, fraud and abuse — it WILL be misused to
some degree. It will not be used efficiently. (37 Party Purchasing)

(Lincoln — the government should only do the things the people cannot do for
themselves.)
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& Reuters/MailOnline
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Isa 55:7-9

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord,
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for
he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts.

62



