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The Book of Daniel
Part 10:  Dan 7 – “Back to the future”

Chapters 1-6: 
Daniel’s story

Chapters 7-12:
Daniel’s prophecy

Daniel can be divided into two parts:
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“The vision of Daniel provides
the most comprehensive and
detailed prophecy of future
events to be found anywhere
in the Old Testament.”
Dr. John Walvoord, former Pres., Dallas
Theological Seminary

The scribes who copied the Old Testament
considered the seventh chapter of Daniel to be
the greatest chapter in the Bible.
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“All of our modern futurists who sit
in the think tanks of the nations can
project their warnings about holes
in the ozone, the depletion of
natural resources, and the misuse
of nuclear capabilities, but they are
unable to give us a clue to the
ultimate future of mankind. Daniel
does. Anyone who does not
believer in a supernatural Bible has
a tremendous problem with the
truth in this chapter.” David Jeremiah

Chapter 2 shows the history of nations from a pagan
king’s viewpoint

Chapter 7 shows the history of nations from God’s
viewpoint

In each vision, the quality of the nations deteriorates
from one to the next
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1. Daniel’s vision

Dan 7:1-3 In the first year of Belshazzar king of
Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head while on his
bed. Then he wrote down the dream, telling the main facts. 2 Daniel
spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four
winds of heaven were stirring up the Great Sea. 3 And four great
beasts came up from the sea, each different from the other.
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2. Daniel’s vision is very similar to what John saw on 
Patmos when he saw the kingdom of the final Beast

Rev 13:1-2 Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast
rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on
his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name.
2Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like
the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion.

3. Nations are often represented by beasts  
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Great Britain – Lion & Unicorn

United States – Eagle 
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4. The “sea” is most likely a dual reference to the
Mediterranean Sea and to the “sea of humanity”

These “beasts” rise out of the Mediterranean area
and are kingdoms of men

15

16



073023 Dan Fisher PC Daniel (Part 10) Back to 
the Future

7/30/2023

9

5. The Lion

Dan 7:4 The first was like
a lion, and had eagle’s
wings. I watched till its
wings were plucked off;
and it was lifted up from
the earth and made to
stand on two feet like a
man, and a man’s heart
was given to it.
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• The Lion represents the
Babylonian kingdom

• Jeremiah referred to
Nebuchadnezzar as a
lion:

“The lion has come up from
his thicket, and the destroyer
of nations is on his way.” Jer 4:7

The Ishtar gate of Babylon had lions engraved/painted on it
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6. The Bear

Dan 7:5 “And suddenly
another beast, a second, like
a bear. It was raised up on
one side, and had three ribs
in its mouth between its
teeth. And they said thus to
it: ‘Arise, devour much flesh!’
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• The Bear represents the
Medo/Persian kingdom

• The Medo/Persian kingdom
continued for 200 years
until 336 B.C. when the
Greeks conquered it under
Alexander the Great

• The 3 ribs likely refer to
Babylon, Lydia, & Egypt

7. The Leopard
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Dan 7:6 “After this I looked,
and there was another, like
a leopard, which had on its
back four wings of a bird.
The beast also had four
heads, and dominion was
given to it.

• The Leopard represents
the Greek empire

• Led by Alexander the Great,
the Greeks conquered the
Medo/Persian empire
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• Alexander was the first to
use a “blitzkrieg” form of
warfare

• He led some 35,000
soldiers against 200,000+
Medes and Persians – and
won

• Sadly, Alexander could
conquer his enemies but
could not conquer himself
and died at the age of 32 of
debauchery and disease
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• The leopard’s 4 heads are
the Alexander’s 4 generals
who took over his kingdom:
Lysimachus, Cassander,
Seleucus, Ptolemy

• It is important to remember
that Alexander and all rulers
have their power, not
because of their greatness,
but because of God’s will

“Dan 7:6 dominion was given to it” 
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8. The “Beast”
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