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Part 7: Pride – first on God’s sin list

Dan 3:19-23 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the expression
on his face changed toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. He
spoke and commanded that they heat the furnace seven times more
than it was usually heated. 20 And he commanded certain mighty men of
valor who were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
Nego, and cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men
were bound in their coats, their trousers, their turbans, and
their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery
furnace. 22 Therefore, because the king’s command was [c]urgent, and
the furnace exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed those men who
took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego. 23 And these three men,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, fell down bound into the midst of
the burning fiery furnace.
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• Peter was saved 
from execution: 

Acts 12:1-3 Now about that
time Herod the king
stretched out his hand to
harass some from the
church. 2 Then he killed
James the brother of John
with the sword. 3 And
because he saw that it
pleased the Jews, he
proceeded further to seize
Peter also.

• Paul was saved from
many near death 

experiences: 

Acts 14:19-20 Then Jews from
Antioch and Iconium came
there; and having persuaded
the multitudes, they stoned
Paul and dragged him out of
the city, supposing him to
be dead. 20 However, when the
disciples gathered around him,
he rose up and went into the
city. And the next day he
departed with Barnabas to
Derbe.
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2 Cor 11:24-27 five times I 
received forty stripes minus 

one. 25 Three times I was beaten 
with rods; once I was stoned; 

three times I was shipwrecked; a 
night and a day I have been in 

the deep; 26 in journeys 
often, in perils of waters, in perils 

of robbers, in perils of my own 
countrymen, in perils of the 

Gentiles, in perils in the 
city, in perils in the 

wilderness, in perils in the 
sea, in perils among false 

brethren;

Heb 11:35-38 Others 
were tortured, not accepting 

deliverance, that they might obtain 
a better resurrection. 36 Still others 

had trial of mockings and 
scourgings, yes, and of chains and 

imprisonment. 37 They were 
stoned, they were sawn in 

two, were tempted, were slain with 
the sword. They wandered about in 

sheepskins and goatskins, being 
destitute, afflicted, tormented –
38 of whom the world was not 

worthy. They wandered in deserts 
and mountains, in dens and caves 

of the earth. 
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10. He is in our midst

Dan 3:24-25 Then King
Nebuchadnezzar was astonished;
and he rose in haste and spoke,
saying to his counselors, “Did we not
cast three men bound into the midst
of the fire?” They answered and said
to the king, “True, O king.” 25 “Look!”
he answered, “I see four men
loose, walking in the midst of the fire;
and they are not hurt, and the form
of the fourth is like the Son of God.”
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Mt 18:20 For where two or three are
gathered together in My name, I am
there in the midst of them.”

Mt 28:20 “lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.”

Jn 14:18 “I will not leave you
orphans; I will come to you.”

Heb 13:5 For He Himself has said, “I
will never leave you nor forsake you.”

Rev 1:13 and in the midst of the
seven lampstands One like the Son
of Man

Rev 2:1 These things says He who
holds the seven stars in His right
hand, who walks in the midst of the
seven golden lampstands:
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He comforts us in the midst 
of our trials

2 Cor 1:4 who comforts us in all our
tribulation, that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any
trouble, with the comfort with which
we ourselves are comforted by God.

2 Cor 7:4 I am exceedingly joyful in
all our tribulation.

How did 
Nebuchadnezzar 
recognize Jesus?
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Dan 3:25 “Look!” he answered, “I
see four men loose, walking in the
midst of the fire; and they are not
hurt, and the form of the fourth is
like the Son of God.”
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11. Not even the smell of smoke!

Dan 3:26-27 Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the mouth of the
burning fiery furnace and spoke, saying, “Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego, servants of the Most High God, come out, and
come here.” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego came from
the midst of the fire. 27 And the satraps, administrators, governors,
and the king’s counselors gathered together, and they saw these
men on whose bodies the fire had no power; the hair of their head
was not singed nor were their garments affected, and the smell of
fire was not on them.
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Is 54:17 No weapon formed against you shall prosper,

2 Cor 10:4-5 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but
mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5casting down
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the
knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ,

12. The 3 Hebrews represent 
Israel in the Great Tribulation
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Mt 24:21-22 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not
been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever
shall be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would
be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened.

Jer 30:7 Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it; and
it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out of it.

Is 26:20 Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your
doors behind you; hide yourself, as it were, for a little moment, until
the indignation is past.

Rev 7:3-8 144,000 Jews (12,000 from each tribe) will be sealed by
God so they can witness during the Great Tribulation

13. Even unbelievers respect 
commitment
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Dan 3:28-30 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, “Blessed be the God
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel and
delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and they have
frustrated the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they
should not serve nor worship any god except their own
God! 29 Therefore I make a decree that any people, nation, or
language which speaks anything amiss against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego shall be cut in pieces, and
their houses shall be made an ash heap; because there is no other
God who can deliver like this.” 30 Then the king promoted
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego in the province of Babylon.

Mt 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John,
and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men,
they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.

1 Cor 4:9 For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last,
as men condemned to death; for we have been made a spectacle
to the world, both to angels and to men.
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Part 7: Pride – first on God’s sin list

Prov 6:16-19 These six things the Lord hates, yes, seven are an
abomination to Him: 17 A proud look, a lying tongue, hands that
shed innocent blood, 18 A heart that devises wicked plans, feet that
are swift in running to evil, 19 A false witness who speaks lies, and
one who sows discord among brethren.

Prov 8:13 … pride and arrogance and the evil way and the
perverse mouth I hate.
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1. Nebuchadnezzar had a pride problem

2. Why does God hate pride so?
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 Pride blinds us to all other sins

2 Pet 1:9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to
blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.

2 Cor 4:4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not
believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine on them.

 Pride is the exact opposite of Christlikeness

Phil 2:5,8 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, … He
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the
death of the cross.

Jn 13:4-17 Jesus washed the disciples’ feet
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 Pride always causes a spiritual fall

Prov 11:2 When pride comes, then comes shame; but with the humble
is wisdom.

Prov13:10 By pride comes nothing but strife, but with the well-advised is
wisdom.

Prov 16:18-19 Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit
before a fall. 19 Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, than to
divide the spoil with the proud.

Prov 29:23 A man’s pride will bring him low, but the humble in spirit will
retain honor.

Pride brought Lucifer down –
Is 14:12-15, Ezk 28:16-17

1 Tim 3:6 not a novice, lest being
puffed up with pride he fall into the
same condemnation as the devil.
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• Pride is the sin that will bring us down

Is 2:12,17 For the day of the Lord of hosts shall come upon everything
proud and lofty, upon everything lifted up – and it shall be brought low –
17 the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of
men shall be brought low; the Lord alone will be exalted in that day,

Rom 12:16 Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the
humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.

1 Cor 10:12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
fall.

1 Pet 5:6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God,
that He may exalt you in due time,

 Pride causes God to resist & reject us

Prov 3:34 Surely He scorns the scornful, but gives grace to the humble.

Js 4:6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the
proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

“The proud person sets himself against God, and God, in turn, sets
Himself against the proud.” Edmund Clowney
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In 1986, Gordon MacDonald was the
president of InterVarsity Christian
Fellowship. While on campus to speak at
a college commencement, he struck up
a conversation with a school board
member. After some pleasantries the
new acquaintance asked, “If Satan were
to blow you out of the water, how do you
think he would do it?” “I’m not sure I
know,” said MacDonald. “All sorts of
ways, I suppose; but I know there’s one
way he wouldn’t get me.” “What’s that?”
“He’d never get me in the area of my
personal relationships.” In 1987, he
committed adultery and fell.

3.Words can be cheap
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Dan 4:1-3 Nebuchadnezzar the king, to all peoples, nations, and
languages that dwell in all the earth: peace be multiplied to you. 2 I
thought it good to declare the signs and wonders that the Most
High God has worked for me. 3 How great are His signs, and how
mighty His wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and
His dominion is from generation to generation.

4. Nebuchadnezzar’s 2nd dream
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Dan 4:4-5 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my house, and
flourishing in my palace. 5 I saw a dream which made me
afraid, and the thoughts on my bed and the visions of my
head troubled me.

Dan 4:10-17 “These were the visions of my head while on my bed: I was
looking, and behold, a tree in the midst of the earth, and its height was
great. 11 The tree grew and became strong; its height reached to the
heavens, and it could be seen to the ends of all the earth. 12 Its
leaves were lovely, its fruit abundant, and in it was food for all. The
beasts of the field found shade under it, the birds of the heavens dwelt in
its branches, and all flesh was fed from it. 13 “I saw in the visions of my
head while on my bed, and there was a watcher, a holy one, coming
down from heaven. 14 He cried aloud and said thus: ‘Chop down the tree
and cut off its branches, strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the
beasts get out from under it, and the birds from its branches.
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15 Nevertheless leave the stump and roots in the earth, bound with a
band of iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field. Let it be wet with
the dew of heaven, and let him graze with the beasts on the grass of the
earth. 16 Let his heart be changed from that of a man, let him be given
the heart of a beast, and let seven times pass over him. 17 ‘This
decision is by the decree of the watchers, and the sentence by the word
of the holy ones, in order that the living may know that the Most High
rules in the kingdom of men, gives it to whomever He will, and sets over
it the lowest of men.’

5. How soon we forget
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Dan 4:6-9,18 Therefore I issued a decree to bring in all the wise men of
Babylon before me, that they might make known to me the
interpretation of the dream. 7 Then the magicians, the astrologers, the
Chaldeans, and the soothsayers came in, and I told them the dream;
but they did not make known to me its interpretation. 8 But at last
Daniel came before me (his name is Belteshazzar, according to the
name of my god; in him is the Spirit of the Holy God), and I told the
dream before him, saying: 9 “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians,
because I know that the Spirit of the Holy God is in you, and no secret
troubles you, explain to me the visions of my dream that I have seen,
and its interpretation. … 18 “This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have
seen. Now you, Belteshazzar, declare its interpretation, since all the
wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known to me the
interpretation; but you are able, for the Spirit of the Holy God is in you.”

Deut 6:10-12 “So it shall be, when the Lord your God brings you into the
land of which He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to
give you large and beautiful cities which you did not build, 11 houses full
of all good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells which you did not
dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant – when you have
eaten and are full – 12 then beware, lest you forget the Lord who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.

Js 1:22-24 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is
like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes
himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.
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6. Things don’t always come easy 
when serving God

Dan 4:19a Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was
astonished for a time, and his thoughts troubled him. So the king
spoke, and said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its
interpretation trouble you.”
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7. Good things come to those who wait 
on God

Dan 4:19b Belteshazzar answered and said, “My lord, may the
dream concern those who hate you, and its interpretation concern
your enemies!

Is 40:31 But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not
be weary, they shall walk and not faint.

Gal 6:9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due
season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

45

46



Dan Fisher: Pastors Class - The Book Of Daniel 
(Part 6B) and (Part 7) Pride: First on God's Sin 
List

5/14/2023

24

8. The dream interpreted

Dan 4:20-27 “The tree that you saw, which grew and became strong,
whose height reached to the heavens and which could be seen by all the
earth, 21 whose leaves were lovely and its fruit abundant, in
which was food for all, under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and in
whose branches the birds of the heaven had their home – 22 it is you, O
king, who have grown and become strong; for your greatness has grown
and reaches to the heavens, and your dominion to the end of the earth.
23 “And inasmuch as the king saw a watcher, a holy one, coming down
from heaven and saying, ‘Chop down the tree and destroy it, but leave its
stump and roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze in the
tender grass of the field; let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let him
graze with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him’; 24 this is
the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the Most High, which
has come upon my lord the king:
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25 They shall drive you from men, your dwelling shall be with the beasts
of the field, and they shall make you eat grass like oxen. They shall wet
you with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over you, till you
know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to
whomever He chooses. 26 “And inasmuch as they gave the command to
leave the stump and roots of the tree, your kingdom shall be assured to
you, after you come to know that Heaven rules. 27 Therefore, O king, let
my advice be acceptable to you; break off your sins by being righteous,
and your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. Perhaps there may
be a lengthening of your prosperity.”

9. Humility is coming – for everyone
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Dan 4:28-33 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of
the twelve months he was walking about the royal palace of
Babylon. 30 The king spoke, saying, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have
built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of my
majesty?” 31 While the word was still in the king’s mouth, a voice fell from
heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has
departed from you! 32 And they shall drive you from men, and your
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat
grass like oxen; and seven times shall pass over you, until you know that
the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He
chooses.” 33 That very hour the word was fulfilled concerning
Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and ate grass like oxen; his
body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had grown like
eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws.

Lk 14:11 For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who
humbles himself will be exalted.”

Rom 14:11 For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall
bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.”

Rev 20:11-15 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, …
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books
were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life.
And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which
were written in the books. … And they were judged, each one according
to his works. … 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was
cast into the lake of fire.
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10. Real salvation at last!

Dan 4:34-37 And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my
eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed
the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: for His
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from
generation to generation. 35 All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed
as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand
Or say to Him, “What have You done?” 36 At the same time my reason
returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my honor and splendor
returned to me. My counselors and nobles resorted to me, I
was restored to my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added to
me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of
heaven, all of whose works are truth, and His ways justice. And those
who walk in pride He is able to put down.
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2 Cor 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have
become new.

Lk 3:8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance

Acts 26:20 but declared first to those in Damascus and in
Jerusalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and then to
the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do works
befitting repentance.
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