
Dan Fisher: Pastors Class - The Book of 
Daniel (Part 5B) The Key to Understanding 
Daniel

4/2/2023

1

Part 5: The key to understanding Daniel

“times of 
the Gentiles”

Babylonians –

Medes/Persians –

Greeks –

Romans –

The Beast –
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• The “times of the Gentiles”

Lk 21:24 And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led
away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

Rom 11:25-26 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be
ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your
own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the
fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will
be saved [delivered],

While watching your class this morning, I am unable to
discern when the Great Commission fulfilled.

It would be a cruel joke for Jesus to command and equip
us for success but to lead us to failure.

Is Jesus a failure?

Is the Holy Spirit a failure?

Is the Gospel a failure in history?
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Mt 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe
all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with
you always, even to the end of the age.”

Mt 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached
in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the
end will come.

Lk 18:8 Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will
He really find faith on the earth?”
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“This sad query by
Jesus seems to suggest
that true Christian faith
could almost disappear
from the earth before
He returns.”
Institute for Creation Research, “Will There Be Faith on the
Earth?” by Henry M. Morris, PH.D, Dec 7, 2009,
https://www.icr.org/article/will-there-be-faith-earth/

According to Scripture, what will the days
be like before Jesus returns?
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Rev 19:11,15,19,21 Now I saw heaven
opened, and behold, a white horse. And He
who sat on him was called Faithful and
True, and in righteousness He judges and
makes war. … 15 Now out of His mouth
goes a sharp sword, that with it He should
strike the nations. And He Himself will rule
them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath
of Almighty God. … 19 And I saw the beast,
the kings of the earth, and their armies,
gathered together to make war against Him
who sat on the horse and against His army.
… 21 And the rest were killed with the sword
which proceeded from the mouth of Him
who sat on the horse.

Lk 17:26-30 And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in
the days of the Son of Man: 27 They ate, they drank, they married
wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah
entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them
all. 28 Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they
drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built; 29 but on the
day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from
heaven and destroyed them all. 30 Even so will it be in the day
when the Son of Man is revealed.
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Mt 24:4-8 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that
no one deceives you.5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I
am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 6 And you will hear of wars
and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will
be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 8 All
these are the beginning of sorrows.

Mt 24:15,21-22 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of
desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy
place” (whoever reads, let him understand), … 21 For then there
will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning
of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless
those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for
the [c]elect’s sake those days will be shortened.
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Mt 24:29-31 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars
will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in
heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will
see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound
of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

2 Tim 3:1-7 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will
come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control,
brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness
but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 6 For of
this sort are those who creep into households and make captives
of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various
lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge
of the truth.
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2 Pet 3:3-4 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last
days, walking according to their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is
the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all
things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.”

Jude 17-19 But you, beloved, remember the words which were
spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: 18 how
they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who
would walk according to their own ungodly lusts. 19 These
are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit.

Some will escape the “hour of trial” that will come
upon the “whole” earth:

Lk 21:35-36 For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on
the face of the whole earth. 36 Watch therefore, and pray always
that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Rev 3:10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I
also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the
whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.
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4. The stone cut out 
without hands

Dan 2:45 Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out
of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces
the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold – the
great God has made known to the king what will come to
pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation
is sure.”
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• A rock

Ex 17:6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb;
and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the
people may drink.”

1 Cor 10:4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of
that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.

Rom 9:32-33 Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it
were, by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling
stone. 33 As it is written: “Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and
rock of offense, and whoever believes on Him will not be put to
shame. (Is 28:16)”

1 Pet 2:6-8 “Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect,
precious, and he who believes on Him will by no means be put to
shame.” 7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to
those who are disobedient, “The stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling and
a rock of offense.”

Mt 21:44 And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on
whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.”
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• A kingdom

Is 9:7 Of the increase of His government and peace there will
be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to
order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time
forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform
this.

Lk 1:33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of
His kingdom there will be no end.”

Is 11:6,9 “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie
down with the young goat, the calf and the young lion and the fatling
together; and a little child shall lead them. … 9 They shall not hurt nor
destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

Hab 2:14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

Rev 19:15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He
should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of
iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God.

Rev 5:10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; and we
shall reign on the earth.”
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Rev 20:1-6 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having
the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 He laid
hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan,
and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he cast him into the
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he
should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were
finished. But after these things he must be released for a little while. 4

And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was
committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who
had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not
received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And
they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand
years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and
holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the
second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and
of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.
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5. Nebuchadnezzar sees 
the light

Dan 2:46-47 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate
before Daniel, and commanded that they should present an
offering and incense to him. 47 The king answered Daniel, and said,
“Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a
revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret.”
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6. God is always faithful to 
reward faithfulness 

Dan 2:48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him
many great gifts; and he made him ruler over the whole
province of Babylon, and chief administrator over all the
wise men of Babylon.
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Gen 41:39-44 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Inasmuch as God has
shown you all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as
you. 40 You shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled
according to your word; only in regard to the throne will I be greater
than you.” 41 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over
all the land of Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring off his
hand and put it on Joseph’s hand; and he clothed him in garments of
fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. 43 And he had him
ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried out before
him, “Bow the knee!” So he set him over all the land of
Egypt. 44 Pharaoh also said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and without
your consent no man may lift his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.”

1 Cor 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

Heb 6:10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and [d]labor of love
which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered
to the saints, and do minister.

1 Cor 3:14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will
receive a reward.
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Mk 9:41 For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in My name,
because you belong to Christ, assuredly, I say to you, he will by no
means lose his reward.

Heb 11:26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.

Rev 22:12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with
Me, to give to every one according to his work.

7. The godly do not forget 
those who assist them 
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Dan 2:49 Also Daniel petitioned the king, and he set
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego over the affairs of the
province of Babylon; but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.

Phil 4:3 And I urge you also, true companion, help these
women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement
also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose
names are in the Book of Life.
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