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S.H.A.P.E.D. to serve

A story about four people:  
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, & Nobody
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There was an important job that needed to be done and
Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it. Anybody
could have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry
because it was Everybody’s job. Everybody knew that
Anybody could do it and thought that Somebody would. The
problem was Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do
it. It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody for
Nobody doing what Anybody could have done.

Part 1: The sum of its parts
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For as we have many members in one body, but all the
members do not have the same function, 5so we, being
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of
one another. 6Having then gifts differing according to the
grace that is given to us, let us use them: Rom 12:4-6

For as the body is one and has many members, but all the
members of that one body, being many, are one body, so
also is Christ. 13For by one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body – whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free
– and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 14For in
fact the body is not one member but many. 1 Cor 12:12-14
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“The only place where we can
remain steadfast until He [Jesus]
returns is with His people. We
need each other. We need to be
in fellowship with each other, as
we mutually strengthen each other
and encourage each other.”

John MacArthur

“I just want to encourage every
one of us to realize when we
obey God, we’re not doing it for
God – I mean, that’s one way to
look at it – we’re doing it for
ourselves, because God takes
pleasure when we’re happy.
That’s the thing that gives Him
the greatest joy.
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So, I want you to know this
morning: Just do good for your
own self. Do good because God
wants you to be happy. When
you come to church, when you
worship Him, you’re not doing it
for God really. You’re doing it for
yourself, because that’s what
makes God happy. Amen?”

“People who are visiting the
church today are looking for
‘support – not salvation, help –
not holiness, a circle of
spiritual equals – not an
authoritative church or guide.’
… A group affirmation of self
is at the top of the agenda
which is why some of the least
demanding churches are now
in the greatest demand. …
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What many are looking for is a
spiritual social club, an
institution that offers convivial
relationships but certainly does
not influence how people live
or what they believe. …
Spiritual consumers are
interested not in what the
church stands for but in the
fulfillment it can deliver.

In the massive effort to make
salvation personal, the church
has been left behind and
overlooked to the detriment of
many souls. Too many people
today tend to be ecclesiastical
consumers. They’re only
interested in what they can get
out of their church, and they
bounce from congregation to
congregation as their whims
and interests change.

11

12



Dan Fisher - The Sum Of All Parts (Part 1) 3/12/2023

7

They don’t have any particular
commitment or loyalty to a
specific assembly of saints. …
Too many believers today
approach church like a duty or
a task – one that’s quickly
pushed aside and forgotten
as soon as it’s been
accomplished.

… The consumerist attitude
that’s taken hold in the church
today isn’t interested in loyalty.
It leads people to see
fellowship as a means to selfish
ends – they will meet with other
believers, but only when it suits
their needs and pleases their
interests.”
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USA Today survey found that of the 56% of
Americans who attend church:

• 45% do so because “it’s good for you”
• 26% said “peace of mind & spiritual well-being”
• Worshipping the Lord did not seem important
• Specific doctrines did not seem important

the church is not merely a building 
made of wood, bricks, and mortar
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The perception of the church
as a building is only a
symptom of a much broader
problem – a genuine identity
crisis. Not only do we see the
church as bricks and mortar;
we also misunderstand its
character and its biblical
purpose and mission.

If a church is perceived as a
building, a place one goes to
for weddings, funerals, or to
drop in as it suits our fancy,
then it is no surprise that 81%
of the American people say
they can arrive at their own
religious views without regard
to a body of believers.”
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You can’t go to church as some people say
The common terminology we use everyday 
You can go to a building, that is something you can do 
But you can’t go to church ‘cause the church is you 
“U Can't Go 2 Church”
Words and music: Keith Lancaster, copyright 1990 Anthony K. Music (ASCAP)

“The significance of coming to
church is not primarily that we
bring ourselves to worship but
that we bring our worship to
church.” Adrian Rogers
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The Church is: the visible body of Christ on earth comprised of
born-again believers who define truth according to God’s inerrant
Word and who bring their collective personalities/spiritual
gifts/talents (S.H.A.P.E.) together to accomplish the goals of
God’s kingdom through the power of God’s Spirit

God’s Kingdom

Church

Foundation: Jesus Christ

Mt 16:18, 1 Cor 3:11, Eph 2:20
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Eph 4:11-16 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for
the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should
no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning
craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love,
may grow up in all things into Him who is the head – Christ –
16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what
every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which
every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the
edifying of itself in love.

Eph 2:21-22 In whom all the building fitly framed
together grows into a holy temple in the Lord: 22 In
whom you also are built together for a habitation of
God through the Spirit.
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Eph 2:21-22 In whom all the building fitly framed
together grows into a holy temple in the Lord: 22 In
whom you also are built together for a habitation of
God through the Spirit.
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fitly framed 
together

through the 
Spirit
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1. Gifted men  

Eph 4:11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers,

1 Cor 12:28 And God has appointed these in the church:
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers,
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2. Equipped members

Eph 4:12 for the equipping of the saints

1 Cor 12:7-11 But the manifestation [gift] of the Spirit is
given to each one for the profit of all: …11But one and the
same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one
individually as He wills.
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3. Active ministry

Eph 4:12 for the work of ministry

Eph 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that
we should walk in them.

1 Cor 16:15 I urge you, brethren – you know the household of
Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they
have devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints

Rom 12:6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace
that is given to us, let us use them:
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We do not “go to” church to work

We work because we “are” the church

4. Mature membership
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Eph 4:12-14 for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13till we all
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to a perfect [mature] man, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14that we should no
longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning
craftiness of deceitful plotting,
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