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Part 4: Are there real prophets today?

The most reliable word we have 
from God is His Word
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2 Pet 1:16-21 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but
were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For He received from God the Father
honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the Excellent
Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 18 And we heard
this voice which came from heaven when we were with Him on the holy
mountain. 19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well
to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts; 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of
Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will
of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.

1. There’s a difference between a 
shaman & a prophet of God 
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Dan 2:4-9 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic, “O king, live
forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will give the interpretation.” 5 The
king answered and said to the Chaldeans, “My decision is firm: if you do not
make known the dream to me, and its interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces,
and your houses shall be made an ash heap. 6 However, if you tell the dream
and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts, rewards, and great
honor. Therefore tell me the dream and its interpretation.” 7 They answered
again and said, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will give its
interpretation.” 8 The king answered and said, “I know for certain that you
would gain time, because you see that my decision is firm: 9 if you do not make
known the dream to me, there is only one decree for you! For you have agreed
to speak lying and corrupt words before me till the time has changed.
Therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that you can give me its
interpretation.”

• A true prophet will tell you to follow the Lord

Deut 13:1-5 “If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and
he gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes to pass,
of which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods’ – which you have
not known – ‘and let us serve them,’ 3 you shall not listen to the words of that
prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your God is testing you to
know whether you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul. 4 You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear Him, and keep His
commandments and obey His voice; you shall serve Him and hold fast to
Him. 5 But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death,
because he has spoken in order to turn you away from the Lord your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of
bondage, to entice you from the way in which the Lord your God commanded
you to walk. So you shall put away the evil from your midst.
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• A true prophet will always be correct

Deut 18:20-22,41 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name,
which I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other
gods, that prophet shall die.’ 21 And if you say in your heart, ‘How shall we know
the word which the Lord has not spoken?’ – 22 when a prophet speaks in the
name of the Lord, if the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing
which the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you
shall not be afraid of him.
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1 Kings 18:1-2,41-45 And it came to pass after many days that the word of
the Lord came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, present yourself to
Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.” 2 So Elijah went to present himself to
Ahab; and there was a severe famine in Samaria. … 41 Then Elijah said to
Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of abundance of rain.” 42 So
Ahab went up to eat and drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; then
he bowed down on the ground, and put his face between his knees, 43 and
said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” So he went up and
looked, and said, “There is nothing.” And seven times he said, “Go again.”
44 Then it came to pass the seventh time, that he said, “There is a cloud, as
small as a man’s hand, rising out of the sea!” So he said, “Go up, say to
Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot, and go down before the rain stops you.’ ” 45 Now
it happened in the meantime that the sky became black with clouds and wind,
and there was a heavy rain.

2. The truth comes out when the 
“fat is in the fire”
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Dan 2:10-11 The Chaldeans answered the king, and said, “There is
not a man on earth who can tell the king’s matter; therefore no
king, lord, or ruler has ever asked such things of any magician,
astrologer, or Chaldean. 11 It is a difficult thing that the king
requests, and there is no other who can tell it to the king except the
gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.”

3. Men’s actions are only important as 
they affect God’s kingdom and His people
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Dan 2:12-13 For this reason the king was angry and very furious,
and gave the command to destroy all the wise men of
Babylon. 13 So the decree went out, and they began killing the
wise men; and they sought Daniel and his companions, to kill them.

4. The believer need not fear the 
“wind & the waves”
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Dan 2:14-15 Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered
Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard, who had gone out to kill the
wise men of Babylon; 15 he answered and said to Arioch the king’s
captain, “Why is the decree from the king so urgent?” Then Arioch
made the decision known to Daniel.

Ex 14:13-14 And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and
see the salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish for you today. For the
Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more
forever. 14 The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.”

Mt 8:27 So the men marveled, saying, “Who can this be, that even the winds
and the sea obey Him?”

Acts 5:38-39 And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them
alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; 39 but if it is
of God, you cannot overthrow it – lest you even be found to fight against God.”
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5. We’re not to be “sitting on the 
premises” but “standing on the promises”

Dan 2:16-18 So Daniel went in and asked the king to give him
time, that he might tell the king the interpretation. 17 Then Daniel
went to his house, and made the decision known to Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, 18 that they might seek
mercies from the God of heaven concerning this secret, so that
Daniel and his companions might not perish with the rest of the
wise men of Babylon.
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Eph 3:10-18 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His
might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore
take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist
with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod
your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the
shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for
all the saints

6. Prayer changes things
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Dan 2:19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision.

Jn 14:13-14 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.

Phil 4:6-7 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication,
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.

Js 5:16-18 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another,
that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man
avails much. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed
earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years
and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the
earth produced its fruit.

1 Jn 5:14-15 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask
anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears
us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked
of Him.
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Acts 12:5,13-16 Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was
offered to God for him by the church. … 13 And as Peter knocked at the door of
the gate, a girl named Rhoda came to answer. 14 When she recognized Peter’s
voice, because of her gladness she did not open the gate, but ran in and
announced that Peter stood before the gate. 15 But they said to her, “You are
beside yourself!” Yet she kept insisting that it was so. So they said, “It is his
angel.” 16 Now Peter continued knocking; and when they opened the door and
saw him, they were astonished.

7. The raises come from upstairs
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Dan 2:19-23 So Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 20 Daniel answered and
said: “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and might are
His. 21 And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and
raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who
have understanding. 22 He reveals deep and secret things; He knows
what is in the darkness, and light dwells with Him. 23 “I thank You and praise
You, O God of my fathers; You have given me wisdom and might, and have
now made known to me what we asked of You, for You have made known to
us the king’s demand.”

Ps 75:6-7 For exaltation comes neither from the east nor from the
west nor from the south. 7 But God is the Judge: He puts down one,
and exalts another.

1 Pet 5:6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of
God, that He may exalt you in due time,
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8. We have “blessed assurance”

Dan 2:24-30 Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to
destroy the wise men of Babylon. He went and said thus to him: “Do not
destroy the wise men of Babylon; take me before the king, and I will tell the king
the interpretation.” 25 Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king, and
said thus to him, “I have found a man of the captives of Judah, who will make
known to the king the interpretation.” 26 The king answered and said to Daniel,
whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream
which I have seen, and its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered in the presence
of the king, and said, “The secret which the king has demanded, the
wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare
to the king.
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28 But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known
to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and the
visions of your head upon your bed, were these: 29 As for you, O king, thoughts
came to your mind while on your bed, about what would come to pass after
this; and He who reveals secrets has made known to you what will be. 30 But as
for me, this secret has not been revealed to me because I have more wisdom
than anyone living, but for our sakes who make known the interpretation to the
king, and that you may know the thoughts of your heart.

Acts 28:31 preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which
concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one forbidding him.

2 Cor 5:6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in
the body we are absent from the Lord.

Eph 3:12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith
in Him.

Phil 1:6,14 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good
work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; …14 and most of the
brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more
bold to speak the word without fear.
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Phil 3:3-4 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, 4 though I also might have
confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the
flesh, I more so:

Heb 10:35 Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great
reward.

1 Jn 3:21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence
toward God.

1 Jn 5:14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask
anything according to His will, He hears us.
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