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Why we don’t preach a Billy 
Graham sermon every Sunday

1. What is the church?
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• Is it a building?

“When compared with previous
generations of believers, we
seem among the most
thoroughly at peace with our
culture, the least adept at
transforming society, and the
most desperate for a meaningful
faith. Our reason for existing is
confused, our mission obscured,
and our existence as a people in
jeopardy.

3

4



Dan Fisher - Why We Don't Preach A Billy 
Graham Sermon Every Sunday

2/8/2023

3

The perception of the church as a
building is only a symptom of a
much broader problem – a
genuine identity crisis. Not only
do we see the church as bricks
and mortar; we also
misunderstand its character and
its biblical purpose and mission.

If a church is perceived as a
building, a place one goes to for
weddings, funerals, or to drop in
as it suits our fancy, then it is no
surprise that 81% of the American
people say they can arrive at their
own religious views without regard
to a body of believers.”
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• Is it a social gathering?

What many are looking for is a
spiritual social club, an institution
that offers convivial relationships
but certainly does not influence
how people live or what they
believe. … Spiritual consumers
are interested not in what the
church stands for but in the
fulfillment it can deliver.
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Thus 60% of the under-forty-five
generation define themselves as
having independent spiritual faith.
The result is ‘an age, of mix’em,
match’em, salad bar spirituality.’
And it really doesn’t matter
whether it is orthodox or New Age;
a majority of Christians believe all
religions worship the same God.”

The Church is: the visible body of Christ on earth
comprised of born-again believers who define truth
according to God’s inerrant Word and who bring their
collective personalities/spiritual gifts/talents together to
accomplish the goals of God’s kingdom through the power
of God’s Spirit
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Eph 4:11-16 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping
of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and
fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men,
in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in
love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head – Christ –
16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every
joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part
does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in
love.

Mt 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of
the age.”
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2. There are two mandates 
the Church must fulfill

Church
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Church

Foundation: Jesus Christ

Mt 16:18, 1 Cor 3:11, Eph 2:20

Mt 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock
I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it.

1 Cor 3:11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Eph 2:20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone,
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Church

Foundation: Jesus Christ

Mt 16:18, 1 Cor 3:11, Eph 2:20

2 Tim 3:16-17 All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2 Tim 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.

17

18



Dan Fisher - Why We Don't Preach A Billy 
Graham Sermon Every Sunday

2/8/2023

10

Church

Foundation: Jesus Christ

Mt 16:18, 1 Cor 3:11, Eph 2:20

Mt 5:13-16 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its
flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to
be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14 “You are the light
of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.15 Nor do
they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand,
and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so
shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.

Phil 2:15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children
of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,
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Salt retards decay Light reduces darkness

Church

Foundation: Jesus Christ

Mt 16:18, 1 Cor 3:11, Eph 2:20

God’s Kingdom
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Eph 4:13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;
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