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A spare tire faith 
ain’t going very far 

…

A man driving down the road in his car, for the most part, just
motors along. His mind may be wandering from his family and job
to his destination. But one thing he’s almost certainly not thinking
about is his spare tire – at least not until he hears that terrible
sound …

1

2



Dan Fisher - A Spare Tire Faith Ain't Going Very 
Far

1/8/2023

2

“My old man’s spare tires were only actually tires in the
academic sense. They were round and had once been
made of rubber.”

A modern spare tire is only
designed to run for some fifty miles
before it blows.
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Ex. 20:3 “You shall have no other gods before Me. 

Mt 22:37-38 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great
commandment.

“Many turn to God not as a
first thought but a last
resort.”

5

6



Dan Fisher - A Spare Tire Faith Ain't Going Very 
Far

1/8/2023

4

1. God will not be toyed with 
or trivialized

Prov 1:20-21,24-25 Wisdom calls aloud outside; she raises her
voice in the open squares. 21 She cries out in the chief concourses,
at the openings of the gates in the city she speaks her words:
24Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my
hand and no one regarded, 25 Because you disdained all my
counsel, and would have none of my rebuke,

7

8



Dan Fisher - A Spare Tire Faith Ain't Going Very 
Far

1/8/2023

5

Prov 1:26-31 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when
your terror comes, 27 When your terror comes like a storm, and
your destruction comes like a whirlwind, when distress and
anguish come upon you. 28 “Then they will call on me, but I will not
answer; they will seek me diligently, but they will not find me.
29 Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of
the Lord, 30 They would have none of my counsel and despised
my every rebuke. 31 Therefore they shall eat the fruit of their own
way, and be filled to the full with their own fancies.

Num 13:31-32

14:40-45 And they rose early in the morning and went up to the top of
the mountain, saying, “Here we are, and we will go up to the place
which the Lord has promised, for we have sinned!” 41 And Moses said,
“Now why do you transgress the command of the Lord? For this will not
succeed. 42 Do not go up, lest you be defeated by your enemies, for
the Lord is not among you. 43 For the Amalekites and the
Canaanites are there before you, and you shall fall by the
sword; because you have turned away from the Lord, the Lord will not
be with you.” 44 But they presumed to go up to the mountaintop.
Nevertheless, neither the ark of the covenant of the Lord nor Moses
departed from the camp. 45 Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites
who dwelt in that mountain came down and attacked them, and drove
them back as far as Hormah.
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2 Sam 6:1-7 tells how
Uzzah was killed by
disobeying the Lord by
touching the Ark of the
Covenant.

How can we call ourselves Christians and yet be so
cavalier about our sins, bad attitudes, and awful
things we do to others – including fellow believers?

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.” Gal 6:10
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2. God will not be used

1 Sam 4:1-3 Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines,
and encamped beside Ebenezer; and the Philistines encamped in
Aphek. 2 Then the Philistines put themselves in battle array
against Israel. And when they joined battle, Israel was defeated by
the Philistines, who killed about four thousand men of the army in
the field. 3 And when the people had come into the camp, the
elders of Israel said, “Why has the Lord defeated us today before
the Philistines? Let us bring (fetch) the ark of the covenant of
the Lord from Shiloh to us, that when it comes among us it may
save us from the hand of our enemies.”
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1 Sam 4:5,7,10-11 And when the ark of the covenant of
the Lord came into the camp, all Israel shouted so loudly that the
earth shook. … 7 So the Philistines were afraid, for they said, “God
has come into the camp!” … 10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel
was defeated, and every man fled to his tent. There was a very
great slaughter, and there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot
soldiers. 11 Also the ark of God was captured; and the two sons of
Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

God gave them defeat, not victory, to
protect His glory.

God is not only our greatest hope, He is
also our greatest threat.
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3. God cannot be “worked” 
or controlled 

Mk 4:22 For there is nothing hidden which will not be revealed,
nor has anything been kept secret but that it should come to light.

Lk 12:3 Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be
heard in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner
rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops.

Mt 12:36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak,
they will give account of it in the day of judgment.
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Johnny Cash, “God's
Gonna Cut You Down”:

“But sure as God has
made the day and the
night, what you do in the
dark will be brought to
light.”

4. God cannot be borrowed
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1 Sam 5

• Ark was with the Philistines for 7 months
• Destroyed their god - Dagon
• Moved from Ashdod, to Gath, to Ekron many

died with tumors
• 50,070 died in Beth Shemesh

“When they got what they wanted, they didn’t 
want what they got.”  Adrian Rogers
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You cannot borrow someone 
else’s God

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your
name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

Mt 7:21-23
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