Dan Fisher: Pastors Class - 25 Christmas 12/11/2022
Questions Everyone Should Be Able To
Answer (Part 1)

25 Christmas questions everyone
should be able to answer

1. Is the virgin birth a myth/legend?
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“The virgin-—birth? ... thats
something I'm committed to as part
of what I've inherited ... | don’t want
to set it as a kind of hurdle that
people have to get over before
they, you know, can be signed up
... About thirty years ago | might
have said | wasn't too fussed about
it — now | see it much more as
dovetailing with the rest of what |
believe about the story ... St

, Matthew’s gone to his Greek
version of the Bible and said ‘Oh,
virgin; sounds like the story | know,’
and putitin.”

Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury

What if tomorrow someone digs
up definitive proof that Jesus had
a real, earthly, biological father
named Larry, and archaeologists
find Larry’s tomb and do DNA
samples and prove beyond a
shadow of a doubt that the virgin
birth was really just a bit of
mythologizing the Gospel writers
threw in to appeal to the followers
, of the Mithra and Dionysian
religious cults that were hugely
popular at the time of Jesus,
whose gods had virgin births? ...
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But what if as you study the origin
of the word virgin, you discover
that the word virgin in the gospel
of Matthew actually comes form
the book of Isaiah, and then you
find out that in the Hebrew
language at that time, the word
virgin could mean several things.
And what if you discover that in
the first century being ‘born of a
virgin’ also referred to a child
whose mother became pregnant
the first time she had
intercourse?”

What if Christian doctrines are
like the springs on a trampoline?
‘What if that spring [virgin birth]
was seriously questioned?

Could a person keep jumping?
Could a person still love God?
Could you still be a Christian?

Is the way of Jesus still the best
possible way to live?

Or does the whole thing fall
apart?

But if the whole faith falls apart
when we reexamine and rethink
one spring, then it wasn’'t that
strong in the first place, was it?”
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Is 7:14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold,
the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His
name Immanuel.

Mt 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.

Lk 1:27,34-35 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the

. house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. ... 3 Then Mary

said to the angel, “How can this be, since | do not know a
man?” 35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will
overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be
born will be called the Son o ' .

2. Does Joseph’s marrying Mary
before Jesus was born call into
question the identity of Jesus’
father?

12/11/2022
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Jn 8:41 You do the deeds of your father.” Then they
said to Him, “We were not born of fornication; we
have one Father — God.”

Mt 1:24-25 Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep,
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and
took to him his wife, 2°and did not know her till she
had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called
His name Jesus.

3. How important is the virgin birth?
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Rom 5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered
the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to
all men, because all sinned”

1 Cor 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all
shall be made alive.

Phil 2:7-8 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the
form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of
men. & And being found in appearance as a man, He
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death,
even the death of the cross.

2 Cor 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for
us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Heb 4:15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot
sympathize  with  our weaknesses, but was in
all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.

1 Pet 2:22 “Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in
His mouth”;

1 Jn 3:5 And you know that He was manifested to take away
our sins, and in Him there is no sin.

Jn 14:30 “I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of
this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me.”

12/11/2022
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4. Did Mary give birth to God making

her the “Mother of God?”

Mt 3:17 And suddenly a voice came from héaven,
saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased.”

Mt 17:5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud
said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom | am well-
pleased; listen to Him!”

Lk 8:28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before
Him, and with a loud voice said, “What have | to do
with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | beg You, do
not torment me!”

Jn 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth.

12/11/2022
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Col 2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily;

Heb 1:5 For to which of the angels did He ever
say: “You are My Son, today | have begotten You”?
And again: “l will be to Him a Father, and He shall
be to Me a Son”?

Lk 1:38 Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the
Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel
departed from her.

Mt 12:48-49 But He answered and said to the one who told
Him, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?” 4°And
He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said,
“Here are My mother and My brothers!”

Jn 19:26-27 When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the
disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother,
“Woman, behold your son!” 2’Then He said to the disciple,
“Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took
her to his own home.

12/11/2022



Dan Fisher: Pastors Class - 25 Christmas 12/11/2022
Questions Everyone Should Be Able To
Answer (Part 1)

5. Was Mary born of immaculate
conception?

* The lineage of Jesus traced through Joseph, His
stepfather is found in Mt 1:1-16

Mt 1:16 lists Joseph’s father as Jacob

 The lineage of Jesus traced through Mary is
found in Lk 3:23-38

Lk 3:23 Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty
years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph
[Mary], the son [daughter] of Heli,
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6. Did Mary remain a virgin for the
rest of her life (perpetual virginity of
Mary)?

Mt 12:47 Then one said to Him, “Look, Your mother and
Your brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak with
You.”

Mt 13:55-56 Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is not His
mother called Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon,
and Judas? %And His sisters, are they not all with us?
Where then did this Man get all these things?” 5’So they
were offended at Him.
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/. Did Mary need a Savior, was she
saved, and what part does she play
in salvation?

e Did she need a Savior?

Lk 1:47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.

Lk 2:22 Now when the days of her purification according to
the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him to
Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord

e \Was she saved?
Lk 1:47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.

Acts 1:14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and
supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus,
and with His brothers.

12/11/2022
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e What part does she play in salvation?

1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God and one Mediator between
God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,

Jn 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

Col 2:14-15 having wiped out the handwriting of
requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us.
And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the
cross. '®Having disarmed principalities and powers, He
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.

8. Did Jesus know that He was God
at His birth and through His early
childhood?

12/11/2022
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Lk 2:41-50 And He said to them, “Why did you seek
Me? Did you not know that | must be about My
Father’s business?”
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9. Why was Jesus born in Bethlehem?
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* To fulfill Scripture

Lk 2:1-6

Micah 5:2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are
litle among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall
come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose
goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.”

 Bethlehem was the hometown of David

Lk 2:4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of
David,

Gen 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a
lawgiver from between his feet, ‘until Shiloh comes;
And to Him shall be the obedience of the people.

Lk 1:32-33 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of
His father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”
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Jn 7:42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes
from the seed of David and from the town of
Bethlehem, where David was?”

Acts 2:30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that
God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his
body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the
Christ to sit on his throne,

 Bethlehem means “house of bread” — Jesus said
He was the “bread of life”

Jn 6:35 And Jesus said to them, “| am the bread of
life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger,
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10. Why do the shepherds play such
a prominent role in Jesus’ birth?

Lk 2:8-20

Jn 10:11,14 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd
gives His life for the sheep. ... 'l am the good shepherd;
and | know My sheep, and am known by My own.

Jn 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him,
and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin
of the world!

1 Pet 1:19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot.
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Heb 13:20 Now may the God of peace who brought up our
Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting covenant,

1 Pet 2:25 For you were like sheep going astray, but have
now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

1 Pet 5:4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will
receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.

11. Were there three wise men at
the stable?




Dan Fisher: Pastors Class - 25 Christmas
Questions Everyone Should Be Able To
Answer (Part 1)

Mt 1:1-2 Now af

was born in Bethlehe
Judea in the days of Hlerod
the king, behold, wise
men from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where
is He who has been born
King of the Jews? For we
have seen His star in the
East and have come to
worship Him.”

Mt 1:11 And when |
come into the house, th

the young Child with Mary His
mother, and fell down and
worshiped Him. And when
they had opened their
treasures, they presented gifts
to Him: gold, frankincense,

and myrrh.

12/11/2022
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12. What is the significance of the

Wise Men'’s gifts?

Mt 1:11 And when they had @pened
their treasures, they presented gifts
to Him: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.

Jesus fulfills the offices of
prophet, priest, and king

12/11/2022
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» Gold = gift for a king
* Frankincense = gift for a priest

* Myrrh = qift for a prophet

21



