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Daniel Webster, “A Discourse,”
Plymouth, MA, Dec 22, 1820:

“Whatever makes men good
Christians makes them
good citizens.”

John Jay, 1st Chief Justice of U.S.
Supreme Court:

“Providence has given to our people
the choice of their rulers, and it is
the duty, as well as the privilege and
interest of our Christian nation, to
select and prefer Christians for their
rulers. … The Americans are the
first people whom Heaven has
favored with an opportunity of
deliberating upon and choosing the
forms of government under which
they should live.”
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Samuel Adams, Essay in the
Boston Gazette, Apr 16, 1781:

“Let each citizen remember at
the moment he is offering his
vote that he is … executing one
of the most solemn trusts in
human society for which he is
accountable to God and his
country.”

Noah Webster, Letters to a Young
Gentleman Commencing His
Education to which is subjoined a
Brief History of the United States:

“When a citizen gives his
suffrage to a man of known
immorality he abuses his trust;
he sacrifices not only his own
interest, but that of his neighbor,
he betrays the interest of his
country.”
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“Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does
not do it, to him it is sin.” Js 4:17

Christianity, Patriotism, 
& Christian Nationalism 
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We have reached a time
when love for one’s
country is looked on with
both reverence and
revulsion by Christians.

“It might seem shocking to some people that a concept like
‘nationalism’ or ‘patriotism’ would be controversial in America.
However, when a country is as politically polarized as ours,
everything seems controversial. A nation that is splitting apart into
hostile and warring factions is going to argue about even the most
basic ideas.” Ed Vitagliano, Exec VP, American Family Association/American Family Radio
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“One earns the epithet ‘Christian nationalist’ simply by not
embracing the ideology of the reigning power of our
nation. One will be cast out of polite society for not toeing
the party line. It’s the Christian version of Antifa, attacking
lovers of liberty by fascistically denouncing and de-
platforming them as fascists.”

“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and
to God the things that are God’s” Mt 22:21

9

10



Dan Fisher - Christianity, Patriotism, and 
Christian Nationalism

11/6/2022

6

“Eighty-six years I have served Christ, and he never did me
any wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?”

11

12



Dan Fisher - Christianity, Patriotism, and 
Christian Nationalism

11/6/2022

7

Patriot: “from 16th century English; derived from
Greek patrios, meaning ‘of one’s father,’ patriot entered
English via French patriote – meaning ‘fellow countryman’
– ‘one who loves his or her country.’ Patriot has come
to signify a person who loves his or her country and is
ready to boldly support and defend it.” Merriam/Webster

Patriotism: love for one’s country

Nationalism: love of country at the expense of other
people/nations; a belief that being from one country makes
one superior to people from a different country
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Christian Nationalism: the desire/attempt to replace our
republican form of government with a theocracy where
people are forced to follow the teachings of the Bible

When we speak of “American exceptionalism”
we mean that America has been the “exception
to the rule” for the vast majority of people who
have ever lived.
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1. God and His Kingdom must be the 
believer’s first love

Mt 28:18 All authority in heaven and on earth has been given unto
Me

Mk 12:30-31 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength.’ This is the first commandment. 31 And the second, like it,
is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other
commandment greater than these.”

Mt 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness
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Lk 14:26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own
life also, he cannot be My disciple.

Mt 10:37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not
worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is
not worthy of Me.

1 Jn 2:15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

• The Christian's primary allegiance is to God and His
church

• Love of God’s Kingdom and love for all people must
transcend everything

• It is a sin to allow our patriotism to supersede our “first
love”
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“love of country
becomes a demon
when it becomes a
god.”
C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves

After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no
one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with
white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out
with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits
on the throne, and to the Lamb!” Rev 7:9-10
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2. God sets up the nations and ultimately 
controls who rules them
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Deut 32:8 When the Most High divided their inheritance to the
nations, when He separated the sons of Adam, He set the
boundaries of the peoples according to the number of the children
of Israel.

Dan 2:21 And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes
kings and raises up kings;

Dan 5:21 the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men, and
appoints over it whomever He chooses.

Job 12:23-24 He makes nations great, and destroys them;
He enlarges nations, and guides them. 24 He takes away
the understanding of the chiefs of the people of the earth,
and makes them wander in a pathless wilderness.

Ps 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people
He has chosen as His own inheritance.

Prov 14:34 Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a [h]reproach
to any people.

Acts 17:26 And He has made from one blood every nation of men
to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their
preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings,

Rom 13:1,4,7 For there is no authority except from God, and the
authorities that exist are appointed by God. … 4 For he is God’s
minister to you for good. … 7 Render therefore to all their due:
taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to
whom fear, honor to whom honor.
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3. Scripture does not condemn “love of 
country,”  but actually upholds it

• David loved his countrymen, calling them “my people” 
(Ps 59:11)

• Jeremiah mourns the fate of his countrymen (Jer 8:19)

• Daniel loved his country and his countrymen (Dan 9:1-19)
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• Jesus loved Israel – and specifically, Jerusalem 

Lk 19:41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it  (Mt 23:37-
39, Lk 13:34-35)

• Paul loved Israel and his countrymen

Rom 9:1-4a I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also
bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and
continual grief in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were
accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the
flesh, 4 who are Israelites …

4. We cannot obey Jesus if we do not seek 
to make our country the best it can be
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Mk 12:31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater
than these.”

Mt 7:12 Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to
them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

Gal 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.

1 Tim 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and
especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and
is worse than an unbeliever.
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Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and
comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is
no variation or shadow of turning. Js 1:17
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“Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does
not do it, to him it is sin.” Js 4:17
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