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Ps 55

Give ear to my prayer, O God; and hide not 
thyself from my supplication.  Attend unto 
me, and hear me…. (5-7) fear hath 
overwhelmed me.   And I said, Oh that I had 
wings like a dove! for then would I fly away, 
and be at rest.  Lo, then would I wander far 
off, and remain in the wilderness. Selah…

Ps 55

(v. 20)   Jerusalem’s walls are patrolled day 
and night against invaders, but the real 
danger is wickedness within the city.   
Everything is falling apart; threats and 
cheating are rampant in the streets.   It is not 
an enemy who taunts me—I could bear that.  
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Ps 55

It is not my foes who so arrogantly insult 
me— I could have hidden from them.  
Instead, it is you—my equal, my companion 
and close friend.  What good fellowship we 
once enjoyed as we walked together to the 
house of God.

3

4



Safety Within The Walls - Part 1 by Paul Blair 10/2/2022

3

5

6



Safety Within The Walls - Part 1 by Paul Blair 10/2/2022

4

Safety within the Walls

Why isn’t the 
Christian’s life easy?
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Job 
21:7 Why do the wicked 
live, reach old age, and 
grow mighty in power?

David
Psalm 73:3 For I 

was envious of 
the boastful, 

When I saw the 
prosperity of the 

wicked.
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Jeremiah
12:1  Why does the way 
of the wicked prosper?  
Why are those happy 
who deal so 
treacherously? 

Habakkuk
1:13 Why do You 
look on those who 
deal treacherously, 
And hold Your 
tongue when the 
wicked devours a 
person more 
righteous than he? 
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My God!  My God!  
Why have you forsaken me?

1 Peter 5:8   
Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour:
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Ephesians 6:11   
Put on the 

whole armour
of God, that ye 
may be able to 

stand against 
the wiles of the 

devil.

2 Timothy 3:1   

This know also, 
that in the last 
days perilous 
times shall come.
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John 15:18   
If the world hate you, ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you.

John 16:33 
In the world you will have tribulation; 
but be of good cheer, I have overcome 

the world.
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Acts 5:29
But Peter and the apostles answered, "We 

must obey God rather than men.
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(Acts 5:41-42) 
They…rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to suffer 
shame for Jesus’ name. And 
daily in the temple, and in 
every house, they did not 
cease teaching and preaching 
Jesus was the Christ. 
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Gossip * Jealousy * Unforgiveness  
Selfishness * Self Centeredness  

Rumors * Pride * Pettiness

Acts 6:1   
And in those days, when the number of the disciples 

was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the 
Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows 

were neglected in the daily ministration.
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Acts 6:1   
And in those days, when the number of the disciples 

was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the 
Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows 

were neglected in the daily ministration.

Acts 1:14
These all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and with his brethren.

Acts 2:1
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they 
were all with one accord in one place.
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Phil 2:1-4    Therefore if there is any 
consolation in Christ, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if 
any affection and mercy,  fulfill my joy 
by being like-minded, having the same 
love, being of one accord, of one mind.  
Let nothing be done through selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem others better 
than himself.  Let each of you look out 
not only for his own interests, but also 
for the interests of others. 
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Phil 4:1-2

Therefore, my beloved and longed-
for brethren, my joy and crown, so 
stand fast in the Lord, beloved.  Be 
United, Joyful, and in Prayer.   I 
implore Euodia and I implore 
Syntyche to be of the same mind in 
the Lord.

Rev 2:1

To the angel of 
the church of 
Ephesus 
write…
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Acts 19:18-20
And many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds.  
Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their books 
together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted up the 
value of them, and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver. So the 
word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed. 

Eph 4:1-3 

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called, 
With all lowliness and meekness, 
with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love; Endeavouring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.
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Eph 4:31-32   

Let all bitterness, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, 
with all malice: And be ye kind one 
to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God 
for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.

1)  Wear a smile to church

Phil 4:4
Rejoice in the Lord 
always. 
Again I say, rejoice!
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2.  Demonstrate AGAPE 
• Love is patient and kind. 

• Love is not jealous, boastful or proud.

• Love does not misbehave.  

• Love is not self seeking. 

• Love is not easily angered.

• Love keeps no record of being wronged.  

• Love does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices 
whenever the truth wins out.  

• Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always 
hopeful, and endures through every 
circumstance.  
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Proverbs 16:28
A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip 
separates close friends.

Proverbs 18:6-7
The lips of fools bring them strife, and their 
mouths invite a beating.  The mouths of fools are 
their undoing, and their lips are a snare to their 
very lives.

Proverbs 18:6-7
The lips of fools bring them strife, and their 
mouths invite a beating.  The mouths of fools 
are their undoing, and their lips are a snare 
to their very lives.
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2 Thess 3:11-13  
For we hear that there are some which walk 
among you disorderly, working not at all, but 
are busybodies.  Now them that are such we 
command and exhort by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat 
their own bread.  But ye, brethren, be not 
weary in well doing.

James 1:26 
Those who consider themselves religious and 
yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues 
deceive themselves, and their religion is 
worthless.
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James 3:5-6   
Even so the tongue is a little member and 
boasts great things. See how great a forest a 
little fire kindles! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity. 

4. Take the 
initiative and 
Make Friends. 
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Heb 10:24-25   And let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good works:  Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as 
ye see the day approaching.

Proverbs 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; 
profuse are the kisses of an enemy.

47

48



Safety Within The Walls - Part 1 by Paul Blair 10/2/2022

25

49

50



Safety Within The Walls - Part 1 by Paul Blair 10/2/2022

26

1. We aren’t changing the doctrine and mission and 
teaching of our church.  Our name simply better 
reflects who we are.

2. We have a lot of ministries in our church.  Share 
and play well together.

3. We have a diverse congregation.  
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