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Background of the Book
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Genesis 1:1

In the beginning God created the 
Heaven and the earth.
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Ex 29:45

And I will dwell among the children of Israel, 
and will be their God.

Isa 56:7

…for mine house shall be called an house of 
prayer for all people.
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Jewish Timeline
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Ezek 5:5

Thus saith the Lord God; This is Jerusalem: 
I have set it in the midst of the nations and 
countries that are round about her.
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Ezek 5:5

Thus saith the Lord God; This is Jerusalem: 
I have set it in the midst of the nations and 
countries that are round about her.

Isa 9:6-7
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be 
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment 
and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal 
of the Lord of hosts will perform this.
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Three Conquests
Three Prophets

606BC – Daniel taken to Babylon

597BC - Ezekiel take to Tel Aviv

Ezekiel called about 592BC.  

586BC – Jerusalem destroyed (Jeremiah)

Jeremiah

Ezekiel
Jeremiah
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Isaiah 44:26-28
26 That confirmeth the word of his servant, and 
performeth the counsel of his messengers; that 
saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and 
to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will 
raise up the decayed places thereof:
27 That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry 
up thy rivers:
28 That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and 
shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to 
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, 
Thy foundation shall be laid.
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KINGDOM
(Age of the Messiah /1000 

Year Millennial Reign of 
Christ)

Dan 2:44  And in the days of these 
kings shall the God of heaven set 
up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed:

Mic 4:2-4  And many nations shall 
come, and say, Come, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, and 
to the house of the God of Jacob; 
and he will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths: for the 
law shall go forth of Zion, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  
And he shall judge among many 
people, and rebuke strong nations 
afar off; and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruninghooks: nation 
shall not lift up a sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more. But they shall sit every
man under his vine and under his 
fig tree; and none shall make them 
afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of 
hosts hath spoken it.

70th Week of Daniel
Jer 30:7 Alas! for that day is 

great, so that none is like it: it is 
even the time of 

Jacob’s(ISRAEL’s) trouble; but 
he (Israel) shall be saved out of 

it.

Dan 9:24 Seventy weeks have 
been decreed for your people 

and for your holy city…
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606 BC – Jerusalem Conquered

597 & 587 BC – Jerusalem 
Destroyed

536 BC – Cyrus gives command to 
rebuild.  Zerubbabel leads 50,000+ 

Altar rebuilt

Foundation laid
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John 4:19-21
The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a 
prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, 
that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.  
Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, 
when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, 
worship the Father. Paul Blair Study of Zechariah Background and 1-1 thru 1-6 
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Cyrus Command:
Ezra 1:3
Who is there among you of all his 
people? his God be with him, and 
let him go up to Jerusalem, which is 
in Judah, and build the house of 
the Lord God of Israel, (he is the 
God,) which is in Jerusalem.

Ahasuerus New Concern:
Ezra 4:21
Give ye now commandment to 
cause these men to cease, and that 
this city be not builded, until 
another commandment shall be 
given from me.
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606 BC – Jerusalem Conquered

597 & 587 BC – Jerusalem 
Destroyed

536 BC – Cyrus gives command to 
rebuild.  Zerubbabel leads 50,000+ 

Altar rebuilt

Foundation laid

Temple Finished – 516 BC

458 BC - Ezra

444 BC –Nehemiah 

Haggai
Zechariah
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Haggai reproved the people for their 
failure to rebuild the temple.

Zechariah encouraged the people by 
presenting to them the coming glory of 
the Messiah.

Paul Blair Study of Zechariah Background and 1-1 thru 1-6 
(Lesson 1) PPT9/28/2022

• Overthrow of Gentile world powers 
• The judgment of apostate Jews 
• The cleansing restoration and glory of a remnant 
• The future prosperity of Jerusalem. 
• He also presents the King entering Jerusalem humbly on 

an ass, betrayed and rejected for 30 pieces of silver, 
smitten as the good shepherd, returning in power on the 
Mt. of Olives to rule the world.

Zechariah will have series of visions, ten of which occur in 
one night, early in his ministry.  More will follow late in his 
life.  The visions predict the:
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• Month 1 – Haggai – Rebuild (1:1) (2nd Year of Darius, 6th mo. 1st day)
• Month 2 – Haggai – Encouragement (2:1) (7th mo. 21st day)
• Month 3 – Zechariah – Get with it (Zechariah 1:1-6) (8th mo.)
• Month 4 – Haggai - (9th mo. 24th day)
• 19 months later – Zechariah’s ten visions (Ch.1:7-Ch. 8)
• ?? – Later Messianic and apocalyptic prophecies
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Zech 1:1-2
1 In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came 
the word of the Lord unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, 
the son of Iddo the prophet, saying,
2 The Lord hath been sore displeased with your fathers.
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Zechariah 

Son of 
Berechiah 

Son (grandson) 
of Iddo 

• “whom Jehovah 
remembers”

• “Jehovah Blesses”

• “the appointed time”
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3 Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord 
of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the Lord of hosts, 
and I will turn unto you, saith the Lord of hosts.
4 Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former 
prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from 
your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken 
unto me, saith the Lord.
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Charges Against Judah:
• Dishonest in Business
• Ignored Sabbatical Release
• Unjust weights and measures
• Removed landmarks
• Bribed judges
• Leaders fed off of the flock rather than 

caring for it
• Disrespectful to parents and elders.
• Didn’t care for their family
• They lived for revelry and drunken 

parties.
• They murdered their children.
• Religion became big business.

• They were no longer ashamed of 
immorality even CELEBRATING 
homosexuality and paraded and 
reveled in their debauchery.

• Things that common sense and God 
said was evil, they called good.

• Things that experience and common 
sense and God called good, they called 
evil.

• They were proud and arrogant
• Their court system became corrupt 
• The government was corrupt
• They denied and abandoned God
• They went through the motions of 

religion – “Look! We have the Temple.”Paul Blair Study of Zechariah Background and 1-1 thru 1-6 
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Jeremiah 7:4-5

4 But don't be fooled by those 
who promise you safety 
simply because the Lord's 
Temple is here. They chant, 
"The Lord's Temple is here! 
The Lord's Temple is here!" 

NLT
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Jer 34:15-17

15 And ye were now turned, and had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every 
man to his neighbour; and ye had made a covenant before me in the house which is 
called by my name:

16 But ye turned and polluted my name, and caused every man his servant, and every 
man his handmaid, whom ye had set at liberty at their pleasure, to return, and brought 
them into subjection, to be unto you for servants and for handmaids.

17 Therefore thus saith the Lord; Ye have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, 
every one to his brother, and every man to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim a liberty 
for you, saith the Lord, to the sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine; and I will 
make you to be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.
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5 Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, 
do they live for ever?
6 But my words and my statutes, which I 
commanded my servants the prophets, did they not 
take hold of your fathers? and they returned and 
said, Like as the Lord of hosts thought to do unto 
us, according to our ways, and according to our 
doings, so hath he dealt with us.

Paul Blair Study of Zechariah Background and 1-1 thru 1-6 
(Lesson 1) PPT9/28/2022

39

40


