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“If you’re sick is it because 
you don’t have enough faith?”

A fellow Christian to
Joni Eareckson Tada:

“I just could not serve
a God whose will it
was not to heal
everyone.”
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Does the atonement 
guarantee physical healing?

PART 3

Is 53:4-6 Surely He has borne our griefs and carried
our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by
God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by
His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and
the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
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Committed believers get sick

• Isaac went blind – Gen 27:1
• Jacob was sick – Gen 48:1
• Job was sick with boils – Job 2:7
• Daniel was sick from doing God’s will – Dan 8:27
• Peter’s mother – Mt 8:14
• Lazarus was sick – Jn 11:2
• Tabitha was sick – Acts 9:36-37
• Christians were sick at Corinth – 1 Cor 11:30 
• Paul had a sickness – 2 Cor 12:7-10 (eyes: Gal 4:13-15)
• Epaphroditus was sick – Phil 2:25-30
• Timothy was sick – 1 Tim 5:23
• Trophimus was sick – 2 Tim 4:20
• Js 5:14 presupposes that believers will get sick

Dr. Jimmy Draper has suggested
6 reasons we get sick:

• Psychological reasons
• Violations of physical laws
• To demonstrate God’s power
• To demonstrate God’s grace
• Satanic attacks
• Sin
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Scriptural causes for sickness:

• Some calamities are caused by God: Ex 12:29-30, Job
5:17-18, Is 45:7, Lam 3:37-38, Ezk 24:16-18

• Some sickness is caused by Sin: Ex 32:35, Num 12:1-15,
16:1-50, 2 Sam 12:1-23, 1 Cor 11:30, Js 5:14-20

• Some sickness is caused by Satan: Lk 13:10-17, Job

8. Sickness can glorify God  
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Jn 9:2-3 And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in
him.

Jn 11:4 When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is
not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of
God may be glorified through it.”

Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good
to those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose.

Is 55:8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are
your ways My ways,” says the Lord.
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“If you’re sick is it because 
you don’t have enough faith?”
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1. All sickness is not the result of sin

Jn 9:2-3 And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,
but that the works of God should be revealed in him.

Js 5:14-16 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the
elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer of
faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if
he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
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2. Clearly, God can and does heal
Js 5:15 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the
Lord will raise him up.

3. The gift of healing is a legitimate 
spiritual gift
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Lk 9:1 Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them
power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases.

Acts 3:6-8 Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what
I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise
up and walk.” 7 And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up,
and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 8 So
he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with
them—walking, leaping, and praising God.

Acts 9:32-34 Now it came to pass, as Peter went through all parts
of the country, that he also came down to the saints who dwelt in
Lydda. 33 There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who had
been bedridden eight years and was paralyzed. 34 And Peter said to
him, “Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make your
bed.” Then he arose immediately. 35 So all who dwelt at Lydda
and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.

Acts 9:40 But Peter put them all out, and knelt down and prayed.
And turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened
her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up.
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Acts 5:14-16 And believers were increasingly added to the Lord,
multitudes of both men and women, 15so that they brought the sick
out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least
the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. 16Also a
multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem,
bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean
spirits, and they were all healed.

Acts 19:12 Now God worked unusual miracles by the
hands of Paul, 12so that even handkerchiefs or aprons
were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases
left them and the evil spirits went out of them.
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“Peter had the gift of healing, one of the
validating gifts of the early church. He
instantly healed this man in the name of
Jesus. That is how it was with the gift of
healing: Find the most difficult case. Seek
him out. Heal him instantly, beyond all
shadow of doubt, permanently. There was
no mass meeting, no hysteria, no healing
of psychosomatic illness as though it were
the real thing, no stage-managed effects,
and no offerings – just a simple exercise
of a rare and temporary, but awesome
and convincing spiritual gift.” John Phillips

1 Cor 12:7-12 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each
one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the word of wisdom
through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the
same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of
healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles,
to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to
another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these
things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.
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4. The apostles were the ones doing 
the healing

2 Cor 12:12 Truly the signs of an apostle were
accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs
and wonders and mighty deeds.
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“The early church was not a miracle-
working church – it was a church with
miracle-working apostles.” John MacArthur

5. The rank and file believer did not 
heal people
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1 Cor 12:30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak
with tongues? Do all interpret?

Js 5:14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the
elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord.

6. Biblical examples of healings are 
instantaneous & complete
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Acts 3:7 And he took him by the right hand and
lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones
received strength.

Acts 9:34 Aeneas … Then he arose immediately.

7. Biblical healings were always 
verifiable
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Jn 9:8-10 Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had
seen that he was blind said, “Is not this he who sat and begged?”
9 Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.” He said, “I
am he.” 10 Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes
opened?”

Acts 3:9-10 And all the people saw him walking and praising
God. 10 Then they knew that it was he who sat begging alms at the
Beautiful Gate of the temple;

Acts 9:35 So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him

8.  What was the purpose of biblical 
healings?
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Acts 3:9-10 And all the people saw him walking and
praising God. 10 Then they knew that it was he who sat
begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they
were filled with wonder and amazement at what had
happened to him.

Acts 9:35 So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him
and turned to the Lord.

Cancer is so limited... 

It cannot cripple love, 
It cannot shatter hope, 
It cannot corrode faith, 
It cannot eat away peace, 
It cannot destroy confidence, 
It cannot kill friendship, 
It cannot shut out memories, 
It cannot silence courage, 
It cannot invade the soul, 
It cannot reduce eternal life, 
It cannot quench the Spirit, 
It cannot lessen the power of the resurrection. 
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Norwegian Theologian Ole Hallesby

“Lord, if it will be to Your glory, heal suddenly. If it
will glorify You more, heal gradually; if it will glorify
You even more, may your servant remain sick
awhile; and if it will glorify Your name still more,
take him to Yourself in heaven.”
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