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heaven & hell
Part 16:  Our first day in heaven

Rev 4:1,5 After these things I looked, and behold, a door
standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was
like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I
will show you things which must take place after this.” …
Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones
I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they
had crowns of gold on their heads.
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1. We are the elders

• White Robes:

Rev 3:5,18 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, … 18 I
counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich;
and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your
nakedness may not be revealed;

Rev 19:7-8 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself
ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.
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• Thrones:

Matt 19:28 Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the
Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

2 Tim 2:12 If we endure, we shall also reign with Him.

Rev 20:4,6 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was
committed to them. … And they lived and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years. … 6 but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,
and shall reign with Him a thousand years.

• Crowns:

Rev 2:10 Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

1 Cor 9:25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all
things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an
imperishable crown.

2 Tim 4:8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not
to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Js 1:12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has
been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has
promised to those who love Him.

1 Pet 5:4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the
crown of glory that does not fade away.
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2. The great scroll

Rev 5:1-4 And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll
written inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 Then I saw a strong
angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to
loose its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was
able to open the scroll, or to look at it. 4 So I wept much, because no one was
found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it.
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3. The opening of the scroll

Rev 5:5-7 But one of the elders said to
me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David,
has prevailed to open the scroll and to
loose its seven seals.” 6And I
looked, and behold, in the midst of the
throne and of the four living creatures,
and in the midst of the elders, stood a
Lamb as though it had been slain,
having seven horns and seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God
sent out into all the earth. 7 Then He
came and took the scroll out of the
right hand of Him who sat on the
throne.

The Lion and the Lamb
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4. The response of heaven

Rev 5:8-14 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures
and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a
harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the
saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the
scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us
to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and
nation, 10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall
reign on the earth.” … 13 And every creature which is in heaven and on
the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are
in them, I heard saying: “Blessing and honor and glory and power be to
Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!” 14 Then
the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell
down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever.
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Rev 19:12 and on His
head were many crowns

• Diadem: royal crown

• Many crowns: plural

5. Crown Him

Rev 4:10-11 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne
and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the
throne, saying: 11“You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and
power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created.”

6. We will crown Him
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7. We will crown Him twice
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