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heaven & hell
Part 15:  The third heaven (b)

I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago – whether
in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do
not know, God knows – such a one was caught up to the
third heaven. 2 Cor 12:2
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1. The third heaven is a real place

2. Scripture seems to indicate that the
third heaven is in the “north”

3. The centerpiece of the third heaven
is God’s throne

4. Who is on the throne

Rev 4:2-6 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set
in heaven, and One sat on the throne. 3 And He who sat there
was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there
was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an
emerald. 4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the
thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and
they had crowns of gold on their heads. 5 And from the throne
proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of
fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of
God. 6 Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And
in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living
creatures full of eyes in front and in back.
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Rev 4:10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on
the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast
their crowns before the throne, saying …

Rev 5:11,13 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels
around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the
number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands, … 13 And every creature which is in
heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in
the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: “Blessing and
honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb, forever and ever!”

heaven & hell
Part 15:  The third heaven (b)
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4. Who is on the throne

• God the Father

Rev 4:2-3 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set
in heaven, and One sat on the throne. 3 And He who sat there
was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance;

5:1-3,5 And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a
scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with seven
seals. 2 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud
voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its
seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth
was able to open the scroll, or to look at it. … 5 But one of the
elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe
of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to
loose its seven seals.”
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Dan 7:13-14 “I was watching in the night visions, and
behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven!
He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before
Him. 14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away,
and His kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed.

• The Father invites the Son to be seated beside Him

Ps 110:1 The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand,
Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”

Mt 22:43-44 He said to them, “How then does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’
saying: 44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, till I make Your
enemies Your footstool”’?

Acts 2:34-35 “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself:
‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, 35 Till I make Your enemies
Your footstool.”’

Heb 1:13 But to which of the angels has He ever said: “Sit at My right hand, till
I make Your enemies Your footstool”?
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• Jesus is presently seated at the right hand of the Father

Rom 8:34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is
also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession
for us.

Eph 1:20-21 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above
all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.

Col 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.

Heb 8:1 Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We
have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in the heavens,

Heb 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God.
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• Jesus will be seated at God’s right hand until all enemies
have become His footstool

1 Cor 15:24-28 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the
Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He
must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will
be destroyed is death. 27 For “He has put all things under His feet.” But when He
says “all things are put under Him,” it is evident that He who put all things under
Him is excepted. 28 Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son
Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may
be all in all.

Heb 10:12-13 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever,
sat down at the right hand of God, 13 from that time waiting till His enemies are
made His footstool.

• Jesus will leave that throne to return to earth

Mt 24:29-30 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of
Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory.
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• When Jesus returns He will sit on a judgment seat

Jn 5:22-23,27 For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to
the Son, 23 that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who
does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. … 27 and has
given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.

Rev 20:11-13 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place
for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before [c]God, and
books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life.
And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were
written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and
Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each
one according to his works.

Ps 47:8 God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne.

Is 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a
throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple.

1 Kings 22:19 “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I
saw the Lord sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven
standing by, on His right hand and on His left.
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Ps 104:1-2 Bless the Lord, O my soul O Lord my God, You are very
great: You are clothed with honor majesty, 2 Who cover Yourself with
light as with a garment,

1 Tim 6:15-16 He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of
kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, dwelling in
unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom
be honor and everlasting power.

5. What is around the throne
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• An emerald rainbow

Rev 4:2-3 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set
in heaven, and One sat on the throne. 3 And He who sat there was
like a jasper and sardius stone in appearance; and there was a
rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.

Gen 9:13-14,16 I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign
of the covenant between Me and the earth. 14 It shall be, when I bring a
cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud; … 16 The
rainbow shall be in the could, and I will look on it to remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh
that is on the earth.”

Ezk 1:28 Like the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so
was the appearance of the brightness all around it. This was the
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. So when I saw it, I fell
on my face, and I heard a voice of One speaking.

Rev 10:1 I saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven,
clothed with a cloud. And a rainbow was on his head, his face was like the
sun, and his feet like pillars of fire.
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• Seven lamps of fire

Rev 4:5 And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and
voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne, which
are the seven Spirits of God.

Rev 1:4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to
you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come,
and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne,

Rev 3:1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These
things says He who has the seven Spirits of God …

Is 11:2 The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the
Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
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And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Rev 4:5

Ex 19:16 Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there
were thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and
the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in
the camp trembles.

Ps 77:18 The voice of Your thunder was in the whirlwind; the lightnings lit
up the world; the earth trembled and shook.

Ezk 1:13 The fire was bright, and out of the fire went lightning.

Rev 6:1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard
one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come
and see.”

Rev 14:2 And I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters,
and like the voice of loud thunder.

• A sea of glass

Rev 4:6 Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal.

Rev 15:2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire,
and those who have the victory over the beast, over his image and
over his mark and over the number of his name, standing on the sea
of glass, having harps of God.
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Ex 30:18 “You shall also make
a laver of bronze, with its base
also of bronze, for washing.
You shall put it between the
tabernacle of meeting and the
altar. And you shall put water
in it,

1 Kings 7:23 And he made the
Sea of cast bronze, ten cubits
from one brim to the other; it
was completely round. Its
height was five cubits, and a
line of thirty cubits measured its
circumference.

Represents the
cleansing
necessary for
every believer
(though already
saved) through the
Word of God.
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This would seem to be designed to represent the floor or 
pavement on which the throne stood. If this is intended to 
be symbolic, it may denote:

- The vastness of God’s kingdom 
- The calmness of God’s kingdom 
- The purity of God

6. Who is around the throne
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• 24 elders on thrones

Rev 4:4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the
thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and
they had crowns on gold on their heads.

Who are these 24 elders?

Representatives of the redeemed family of God.

Rev 5:9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take
the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have
redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue
and people and nation, 10 And have made us kings and priests to
our God; and we shall reign on the earth.”

- their white robes are the robes promised to the faithful – Rev 3:4

- their crowns are those promised to those who are faithful unto 
death – Rev 2:10

- their thrones are those which Jesus promised to those who   
forsook all and followed him – Mt 19:27-29 
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• 4 living creatures

Rev 4:6-8 around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes
in front and in back. 7 The first living creature was like a lion, the
second living creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face
like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. 8

the four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes
around and within. And they do not rest day and night, saying:
“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to
come!”

• A strong angel

Rev 5:2 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice,
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?”

• Many angels

Rev 5:11-14 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels
around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the
number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is the
Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, and
strength and honor and glory and blessing!”
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• The Lamb

Rev 5:3-7 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth
was able to open the scroll, or to look at it. 4 So I wept much,
because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to
look at it. 5 But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Behold,
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to
open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” 6 And I looked, and
behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures,
and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven
Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 Then He came and took
the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.

Jn 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

1 Pet 1:18-19 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by
tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
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A heavenly celebration!

Rev 5:13-14 And every creature which is in heaven and on the
earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that
are in them, I heard saying: “Blessing and honor and glory and
power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever
and ever!” 14 Then the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the
twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever
and even.
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