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heaven & hell
Part 15:  The third heaven

I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago – whether
in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do
not know, God knows – such a one was caught up to the
third heaven. 2 Cor 12:2
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1. The third heaven is a real place

Deut 10:14 Indeed heaven and the highest heavens belong to
the Lord your God, also the earth with all that is in it.

2 Chron 6:18 “But will God indeed dwell with men on the
earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain
You. How much less this temple which I have built!

Neh 9:6 You alone are the Lord; You have made heaven, the
heaven of heavens, with all their host,
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Mt 6:9 Our Father in heaven …

Eph 1:20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him
from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the
heavenly places,

2. Where is the third heaven?
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• Apparently, God’s
throne is in the
north

Is 14:13 For you have
said in your heart: ‘I will
ascend into heaven,
I will exalt my throne
above the stars of God;
I will also sit on
the mount of the
congregation on the
farthest sides of the
north;

Ps 75:6-7 For exaltation comes neither from the east nor
from the west nor from the south. 7 But God is the Judge: He
puts down one, and exalts another.
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• God looks down from above on mankind

Ps 14:2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon the children of men,
to see if there are any who understand, who seek God.

• Jesus descended from heaven and ascended back to
heaven

Jn 3:13 No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down
from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.

Eph 4:10 He who descended is also the One who ascended far
above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.
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Acts 1:9-11 Now when He had spoken these things, while they
watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their
sight. 10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went
up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, 11 who also
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven?
This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so
come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”

• The angels at the resurrection descended from heaven

Mt 28:2 And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of
the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the
stone from the door, and sat on it.

11

12



Dan Fisher Pastors Class -Heaven and Hell: 
The Third Heaven (Part 15)

5/29/2022

7

• When Jesus prayed, He always looked up

Mk 6:41 And when He had taken the five loaves and the two fish,
He looked up to heaven,

Jn 17:1 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and
said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son
also may glorify You,

Lk 24:51 Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was
parted from them and carried up into heaven.

• We are told in Scripture to live looking upward

Col 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
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• When John was allowed to look into heaven, he was
called “up to heaven”

Rev 4:1 After these things I looked, and behold, a
door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I
heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here,
and I will show you things which must take place after this.”

3. The centerpiece of the third heaven 
is God’s throne
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Rev 4:2-6 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set
in heaven, and One sat on the throne. 3 And He who sat there
was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there
was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an
emerald. 4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the
thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and
they had crowns of gold on their heads. 5 And from the throne
proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of
fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of
God. 6 Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And
in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living
creatures full of eyes in front and in back.

Rev 4:10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on
the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast
their crowns before the throne, saying …

Rev 5:11,13 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels
around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the
number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands, … 13 And every creature which is in
heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in
the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: “Blessing and
honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb, forever and ever!”
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