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The Death of Reason

When God abandons a people 
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“This is not a time for weak men preaching
weak messages in weak churches.”

John MacArthur

Jud 16:6-17 So Delilah said to Samson,
“Please tell me where your great
strength lies, and with what you may be
bound to afflict you.” 7 And Samson said
to her, “If they bind me with seven fresh
bowstrings, not yet dried, then I shall
become weak, and be like
any other man.” 8 So the lords of the
Philistines brought up to her seven fresh
bowstrings, not yet dried, and she bound
him with them. 9 Now men were lying in
wait, staying with her in the room. And
she said to him, “The Philistines are upon
you, Samson!”
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But he broke the bowstrings as a strand of
yarn breaks when it touches fire. So the
secret of his strength was not known.
10 Then Delilah said to Samson, “Look,
you have mocked me and told me lies.
Now, please tell me what you may be
bound with.” 11 So he said to her, “If they
bind me securely with new ropes that
have never been used, then I shall become
weak, and be like any other man.”
12 Therefore Delilah took new ropes and
bound him with them, and said to him,
“The Philistines are upon you, Samson!”
And men were lying in wait, staying in
the room.

But he broke them off his arms like a
thread. 13 Delilah said to Samson, “Until
now you have mocked me and told me
lies. Tell me what you may be bound
with.” And he said to her, “If you weave
the seven locks of my head into the web
of the loom” — 14 So she wove it tightly
with the batten of the loom, and said to
him, “The Philistines are upon you,
Samson!” But he awoke from his sleep,
and pulled out the batten and the web
from the loom. 15 Then she said to
him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’
when your heart is not with me?
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You have mocked me these three times,
and have not told me where your great
strength lies.” 16 And it came to pass,
when she pestered him daily with her
words and pressed him, so that his soul
was vexed to death, 17 that he told her all
his heart, and said to her, “No razor has
ever come upon my head, for I have
been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s
womb. If I am shaven, then my strength
will leave me, and I shall become weak,
and be like any other man.”

1. Does God ever abandon a people?
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Acts 14:16 who in bygone generations allowed all nations to walk in their
own ways.

Ps 81:11-12 “But My people would not heed My voice, and Israel
would have none of Me. 12 So I gave them over to their own stubborn heart,
to walk in their own counsels.

Is 3:8-9 For Jerusalem stumbled, and Judah is fallen, because their tongue
and their doings are against the Lord, to provoke the eyes of His glory.
9 The look on their countenance witnesses against them, and they declare
their sin as Sodom; they do not hide it. woe to their soul! for they have
brought evil upon themselves.

Hos 4:17 “Ephraim is joined to idols, let him alone.

Ezk 16:38-41 And I will judge you as women who break wedlock or shed
blood are judged; I will bring blood upon you in fury and jealousy. 39 I will
also give you into their hand, and they shall throw down your shrines and
break down your [m]high places. They shall also strip you of your clothes,
take your beautiful jewelry, and leave you naked and bare. 40 “They shall
also bring up an assembly against you, and they shall stone you with stones
and thrust you through with their swords. 41 They shall burn your houses
with fire, and execute judgments on you in the sight of many women; and I
will make you cease playing the harlot, and you shall no longer hire lovers.

Mt 15:14 Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the
blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch.”
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“We have abandoned God and He has
returned the favor.” John MacArthur

2. Why does God abandon a people?
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Rom 1:18 who suppress the truth in unrighteousness

1:21 although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were
thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were
darkened

1:23 changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made
like corruptible man – and birds and four-footed animals and creeping
things.

3. How does God abandon a people?
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 Sometimes He judges their sin directly (divine wrath)

 Sometimes He simply removes His restraining grace and
leaves them to the natural consequences of their sin
(consequential wrath)

4. How do we know if God has
abandoned a people?
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 Decayed morals

Rom 1:24-25 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts
of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who
exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

 Deviant sex

Rom 1:26-27 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even
their women exchanged the natural use for what is against
nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman,
burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is
shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was
due.
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 Depraved minds (the conscience does not function)

Rom 1:29-32 And even as they did not like to retain God
in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those
things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual
immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy,
murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters,
haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy,
unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous
judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of
death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.

“The lost enjoy forever the
horrible freedom they have
demanded and are therefore self-
enslaved.” C.S. Lewis, The Problem Of Pain
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Is there any hope?

Ps 81:13-16 “Oh, that My people would listen to Me, that Israel
would walk in My ways! 14 I would soon subdue their enemies,
and turn My hand against their adversaries. 15 The haters of
the Lord would pretend submission to Him, but their fate would
endure forever. 16 He would have fed them also with the finest of
wheat; and with honey from the rock I would have satisfied you.”
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2 Chron 7:14 if My people who are called by My name
will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin and heal their land.

1 Jn 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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