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heaven &

Part 9b: Will we be bored in heaven?

Cary McMullen, “Heaven: A Lot of Questions, but No
One Really Knows the Answers,” Mar 27, 2005:

“Among mainline Protestants, it was thought that
speculation about the nature of a personal afterlife is anti-
intellectual and belongs to the realm of sawdust-floor
evangelists. And too much talk of the next world might
detract from efforts to relieve suffering in the present.”
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“I don’t believe 1n the afterlife, so I don’t have to spend my
whole life fearing hell, or fearing heaven even more. For
whatever the tortures of hell, I think the boredom of
heaven would be even worse.” Isaac Asimov

John Eldredge, The Journey of
Desire:

“Nearly every Christian I have
spoken with has some idea
that eternity is an unending
church service ... We have
settled on an image of the
never-ending sing-along in the
sky, one great hymn after
another, forever and ever,

amen. .
e
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And our heart sinks, ‘Forever
and ever? That’s it? That’s
the good news?’ And then we
sigh and feel guilty that we are
not more ‘spiritual.” We lose
heart, and we turn once more
to the present to find what life
we can.”

How do we know that heaven will not be boring?
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1. God 1s not boring

Randy Alcorn
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Heaven: “Our belief that Heaven will be boring betrays a heresy
— that God is boring. There’s no greater nonsense. Our desire for
pleasure and the experience of joy come directly from God’s
hand. He made our taste buds, adrenaline, sex drives, and the
nerve endings that convey pleasure to our brains. Likewise, our
imaginations and our capacity for joy and exhilaration were made
by the very God we accuse of being boring. Are we so arrogant
as to imagine that human beings came up with the idea of having
fun?

The very qualities we admire in others — every one of them — are
true of God. He’s the source of everything we find fascinating.
Who made Bach, Beethoven, and Mozart? Who gave them their
gifts? Who created music itself and the ability to perform it? All
that i1s admirable and fascinating in human beings comes from
their Creator.

It’s not God who’s boring; it’s us. Did we invent wit and humor
and laughter? No, God did. We’ll never begin to exhaust God’s
sense of humor and His love for adventure. The real question is
this: ‘How could God not be bored with us?’”
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2. God’s people won’t be boring

*  We will be much better there than we are here
* Every relationship will be perfect
* Every relationship will be perfect
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When I get to where I’m going
There’ll be only happy tears

I will shed the sins and struggles
I have carried all these years

How do we know that heaven will not be boring?
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3. Our work will not be boring

* God made us to work and to be productive

Gen 1:28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the
sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the
earth.”

2:15 Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden
to tend and keep it.

2:19-20 Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field
and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would
call them. And whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its
name. 2° So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to
every beast of the field.
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2 Thess 3:10 For even when we were with you, we commanded
you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.

1 Tim 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and
especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and
is worse than an unbeliever.

» We are servants of the Lord now, and we will
serve Him in heaven

Acts 4:29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your
servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word,

1 Cor 4:1 Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and
stewards of the mysteries of God.
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Rev 7:14-15 “These are the ones who come out of the great
tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. !5 Therefore they are before the throne of
God, and serve Him day and night in His temple.

19:10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to
me, “See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and
of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus.

Rev 22:3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God
and of the Lamb shall be 1in it, and His servants shall serve Him.

Mt 25:21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I
will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy
of your lord.’
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“Heaven will be alive with
perpetual hum of industry ... as
free from care and toil fatigue as is
the wing-stroke of the jubilant lark
when it soars into the sunlight of a
fresh, clear day, and spontaneously
and for self-relief, pours out it’s
thrilling carol.”

1/30/2022
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Josh and Sean McDowell, Evidence for the Resurrection: “Yes,
there will be work 1n heaven! ... Our work in heaven will be
restful because it will fit us perfectly. It will be exactly what

we are fitted for and love to do.

It will have none of the

pressures we experience in work today. There will be " no
outlandish deadlines, stressful coworkers, or bitter competition.
Things will not go wrong; Murphy’s Law will have been
repealed. We will feel truly fulfilled because we will work in a
manner fitting to the way God designed each of us. We will be
free to work for the benefit of God, others, and ourselves.”

Ray Stedman, “The City of Glory™:

“There. will be new planets to

develop, new principles to
discover, new  Joys to
experience. Every moment of
eternity will be an adventure of
discover.”

1/30/2022
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Randy Alcorn

Heaven: “What will it be like in Heaven to perform a
task, to build and create, knowing that what we’re doing
will last forever and ever? What will it be like to always
be gaining skills so that our best work will always be
ahead of us? Because our minds and bodies will never
fade and because we will never lack resources and
opportunity, our work won’t degenerate. Buildings
won’t last for only fifty years and books won’t be in
print for only twenty years. They’ll last forever.”

13
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4. Heaven 1s the place you have
always longed for

Eccl 3:11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He
has put eternity in their hearts,

Rom 8:22-23 For we know that the whole creation groans and
labors with birth pangs together until now. 23 Not only that, but
we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves
groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption,
the redemption of our body.
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Peter Toon, Heaven and Hell: A Biblical and
Theological Overview:

“The most tragic strain in human existence lies in the
fact that the pleasure we find in the things of this life,
however good that pleasure may be in itself, is always
taken away from us. The things for which men strive
hardly ever turn out to be as satisfying as they expected.
And 1n the rare cases in which they do, sooner or later
they are snatched away.”

Ernest Hemingway:

“I live in a vacuum that is as lonely
as a radio tube when the batteries
are dead, and there is not current to
plug into.” Wk

1/30/2022
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2 Thess 1:9 These shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of
His power,

Jn 10:10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill,
and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that
they may have it more abundantly.
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“Homesick for Eden”

A garden so green where water ran' clean, and animals
roamed without names

Love was a girl who walked through the world, where
passion was pure as a flame

In the back of our minds is a time before time, and a sad
irreversible fact

We can’t seem to think why we left there, and we can’t
seem to find our way back
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All of us are homesick for Eden

We yearn to return to a land we’ve never known

Deep is the need to go back to the gardeniste:

A burning so strong for a place we belongist»!

A place that we know 1s home

Have you ever just cried for no reason why, like a child
who’s been left on his own

You can’t quite explain the confusion orpain, so you live
with the heartache alone
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In the back of your mind is a place and a time, and an
image of what should have been

And you know that you’ll never be happy, ‘til you find
your way back there again

All of us are homesick for Eden

We yearn to return to a land we’ve never known

Deep is the need to go back to the gardeniste!

A burning so strong for a place we belongist|

A place that we know 1s home
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We were made to live in His perfect.dove

We were meant to walk in His grace, and we’ll never feel
we are home again, ‘til we see Him face to face

Deep is our need to go back to the gardeniss:

A burning so strong for the place we belongisk;

.ol

To rest at His feet in fellowship sweetite!

A place we know is home

1/30/2022




