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The value of vision

“It’s not what you look at that matters, it’s
what you see.” Henry David Thoreau 
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Having eyes, do you not see? And having ears, do you 
not hear? And do you not remember?  Mk 8:18
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General Richard Ewell

Gen. Lee: “Take those hills
above the town, ‘if practicable’.”

Gen. Gouverneur Warren
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Vision, or the lack thereof, plays a vital role in the lives
of those who are able to fulfill God’s calling in their
lives.
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Is 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne,
high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple.

Acts 9:12 And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and
putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his sight.”

Acts 10:3,17 About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an
angel of God coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius!” … 17 Now while
Peter wondered within himself what this vision which he had seen meant,
behold, the men who had been sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for
Simon’s house, and stood before the gate.

Acts 11:5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a
vision, an object descending like a great sheet, let down from heaven by
four corners; and it came to me.

Acts 16:9-10 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of
Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia
and help us.” 10 Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought
to go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the
gospel to them.

Acts 18:9 Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, “Do not be
afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent;
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1 Sam 3:1 And the word of the Lord was precious in those
days; there was no open vision.

Prov 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people perish:
but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.

1. Opportunities must be seen before they
can be exploited.
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“Worse than being blind is to
have sight and no vision.”

Helen Keller 

“The future belongs to those
who see possibilities before
they become obvious.”

John Scully
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“Vision becomes a bold
reason for living. It is a
badge of purpose that the
bearer wears proudly and
courageously. Vision is not
vision if it is not inspiring.”

George Barna

2 Cor 5:7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
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2. “Taking life as it comes” is not a wise
approach.

Ps 37:23 The steps of a good man are ordered by
the Lord, and He delights in his way.

Eph 5:16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
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C.T. Studd, missionary: “Only one life, ‘twill soon be
past, only what’s done for Christ will last.”

3. We will give an account to God for
“missed” opportunities.
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Js 4:17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do
it, to him it is sin.

Gal 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all,

Making the most of 2022:

• Reassess God’s purpose for your life
• Make an honest assessment of 2021
• Prayerfully set specific goals for 2022
• Begin taking action now
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“If our goals are not from God
and according to His will, even
our success will be failure.”

Adrian Rogers

“If you want to build a ship, don’t herd people together to
collect wood and don’t assign them tasks and work, but
rather teach them to long for the endless immensity of the
sea.” Antoine de Saint-Exupery, French author & poet
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