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heaven & hell
Part 8: Our “heavenly body”
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And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who
are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.
1 Thess 4:16-17
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1. Scripture teaches the importance of moving on from
Christianity 101
Heb 6:2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.
1 Cor 3:1-2 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to
spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you
with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to
receive it, and even now you are still not able;
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2. Spiritual growth is the present goal of every believer
1 Pet 2:2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that
you may grow thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the
Lord is gracious.
2 Pet 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
Col 1:10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in
the knowledge of God;
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Phil 1:6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a
good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;
Eph 4:13-15 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer
be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things
into Him who is the head – Christ
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3. Salvation encompasses every part of our existence
1 Th 5:23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely;
and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Cor 1:30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us
wisdom from God – and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption
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 Jesus saves our spirit
(justification = just as if I’d never sinned)
2 Cor 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Rom 4:3-5 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God,
and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 4 Now to him who
works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 5 But to him
who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his
faith is accounted for righteousness,
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 Jesus saves our soul
(sanctification = the Holy Spirit making us like Jesus)
Jn 16:13-14 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will
guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to
come.14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and
declare it to you.
Rom 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed
to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren.
1 Th 4:3-4 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should
abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to
possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,
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 Jesus saves our body (glorification)
Rom 8:23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for
the adoption, the redemption of our body.
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4. Understanding the nature of our resurrection body is
critical to our spiritual growth.
Jn 5:28-29 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all
who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth – those
who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have
done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.
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1 Thess 4:13-18 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as
others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus 15 For
this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are
alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede
those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the
Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
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5. What will our glorified body be like?
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 It will be like the body Jesus had after He was resurrected
1 Cor 15:3-4 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He
was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures,
1 Jn 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been
revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.
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 Jesus could interact with and defy the laws of nature
Jn 20:19,26 Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the
week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled,
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to
them, “Peace be with you.” … 26 And after eight days His disciples
were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors
being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!”
Acts 1:9 Now when He had spoken these things, while they
watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their
sight.
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 Jesus’ body could be touched
Jn 20:27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look
at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do
not be unbelieving, but believing.”
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 Jesus ate in His resurrection body
Mt 26:29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from
now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s
kingdom.” (Mk 14:25, Lk 22:16)
Lk 24:43 And He took it and ate in their presence.
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 Jesus is in heaven in His resurrection body
1 Tim 2:5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and
men, the Man Christ Jesus,
Eph 1:20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the
dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,
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 Jesus will have that same body when He returns
Acts 1:11 who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up
into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into
heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”
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 Our resurrection body will be “spiritual” like the angels’
bodies
Mt 22:30-33 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in
marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven. 31 But concerning the
resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you
by God, saying, 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob’? God is not the God of the dead, but of the
living.” 33 And when the multitudes heard this, they were astonished at
His teaching.
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1 Cor 15:35,37-38,42-44,46-49 But someone will say, “How are the dead
raised up? And with what body do they come?” … 37 And what you sow, you
do not sow that body that shall be, but mere grain – perhaps wheat or some
other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each seed its
own body. … 42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in
corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in
glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural
body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a
spiritual body. … 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and
afterward the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the
second Man is the Lord from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so
also are those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so
also are those who are heavenly. 49 And as we have borne the image of
the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man.
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