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Acts 17:11

These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and 

searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so.
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What is critical thinking? Critical thinking
refers to the ability to analyze information
objectively and make a reasoned judgment.

University of Louisville. "What is Critical Thinking," Accessed Oct. 5, 2019.

Thinking 

is
CriTiCal
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Acts 17:2-3

And Paul, as his manner was, went 
in unto them, and three sabbath 
days reasoned with them out of the 
scriptures, Opening and alleging, 
that Christ must needs have 
suffered, and risen again from the 
dead; and that this Jesus, whom I 
preach unto you, is Christ.
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What is critical thinking? 
Critical thinking refers to 
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BREAKING NEWS!

Saul of Tarsus is a TRAITOR!  Lies claiming Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah!

CAIAPHAS PRIME TIME
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He Suffered
• Ps 22:1, 14-15   My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my 
roaring?    I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of 
joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.  
My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth
to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death.

• Isa 53:4-5   Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

He Died
• Dan 9:24  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be 

cut off, but not for himself: 

He Rose Again
• Ps 16:10   For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou 

suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
• Isa 53:10  Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to 

grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall 
see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the 
Lord shall prosper in his hand.
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Acts 17:4-5

And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; 
and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief 
women not a few.  But the Jews which believed not, moved with 
envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and 
gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and 
assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the 
people.
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We can’t be eyewitness to everything. 
• Like filling a bathtub with 

hot or cold water, the media 
has the ability to control the 
level and the temperature 
of your response.

• Unfortunately, since the 
1960’s the media has 
become increasingly liberal, 
biased, anti-American and 
anti-Christian.
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“We came to Washington because we are so 
distressed,” Gold said. “Frontline doctors like 
myself, we’re seeing patients not get what they 
need, we’re seeing doctor-patient relationships 
being completely eroded and governors are 
empowering pharmacies to overrule doctors 
who’ve had conversations with their patients. 
It’s really something that Americans should all 
be alarmed about.”
Dr. Simone Gold
Graduate, 1989, Chicago School of Medicine
31 years experience in Emergency Medicine
Centinela Hospital Medical Center.
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Thank goodness for 
FACT CHECKERS…

… not so much!

7/25/2021 Paul Blair - Thinking Is Critical 23



7/25/2021 Paul Blair - Thinking Is Critical 24



Critical Thinking Skills (Acts 17:11):
• Differentiate between bias and/or 

opinions as opposed to statements of 
fact. Panning for nuggets of truth.  

• Recognize words like  could, might, 
maybe, possibly, etc., are buzzwords for 
opinions and theories.  

• Beware of “smokescreens” – completely 
non-related statements intended to 
confuse or throw you “off the scent.”

• Opinions are opinions and facts are 
facts.  At the mouth of “two or three 
witnesses…”  
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Headline leads 
you to believe 
SCHOOL CHOICE 
is a benefit for 
the rich. 

7/25/2021 Paul Blair - Thinking Is Critical 26



7/25/2021 Paul Blair - Thinking Is Critical 27



Goal: Convince you an innocent homosexual was 
beaten, and current law doesn’t protect him.
FACTS AS FOUND IN ARTICLE
• 2 am in a parking lot after a night at the bars
• Two men in Luxury Car honk at a parked pickup truck in 

an apartment parking lot.
• Verbal dispute follows.
• Driver of Luxury Car allegedly pushes the girlfriend of 

one of the men in pickup truck bloodying her nose.
• Driver of Luxury Car gets whipped by the girl’s 

boyfriend. 
• Is that a hate crime?
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Acts 17:11

11 These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
scriptures daily, whether those things were so.
KJV
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In America, we have a 
presumption of innocence.  A 
person is innocent until PROVEN 
guilty beyond reasonable doubt 
by a jury of his peers according to 
the law.   
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Summary of Critical Thinking:
Search for facts, not opinions.  
Listen for buzzwords.  
You must make JUST judgement based 
upon the actual evidence – not emotions, 
feelings, unsubstantiated statements or 
opinions.

• Deut 16:18-19  Judges and officers 
shalt thou make thee in all thy gates, 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
throughout thy tribes: and they shall 
judge the people with just judgment.  
Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou 
shalt not respect persons, neither 
take a gift: for a gift doth blind the 
eyes of the wise, and pervert the 
words of the righteous.
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“When you’re in the middles of 
an outbreak, wearing a mask 
might make people feel a little 
bit better and it might even 
block a droplet, but it’s not 
providing the perfect protection 
that people think that it 
is….there are unintended 
consequences - people keep 
fiddling with the mask and they 
keep touching their face.”
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Heb 9:27

27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this 
the judgment:

Eccl 12:14

14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every 
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.
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