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A study of the end of daysA study of the end of days

PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia –– the church the church 
with with the open doorthe open door
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RevRev 33::77--1313 “And“And toto thethe angelangel ofof thethe churchchurch inin PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia
write,write, ‘These‘These thingsthings sayssays HeHe whowho isis holy,holy, HeHe whowho isis true,true,
“He“He whowho hashas thethe keykey ofof David,David, HeHe whowho opensopens andand nono oneone
shuts,shuts, andand shutsshuts andand nono oneone opens”opens”:: 88“I“I knowknow youryour worksworks..
See,See, II havehave setset beforebefore youyou anan openopen door,door, andand nono oneone cancan
shutshut itit;; forfor youyou havehave aa littlelittle strength,strength, havehave keptkept MyMy word,word,
andand havehave notnot denieddenied MyMy namename.. 99IndeedIndeed II willwill makemake thosethose ofof
thethe synagoguesynagogue ofof Satan,Satan, whowho saysay theythey areare JewsJews andand areare
not,not, butbut lielie –– indeedindeed II willwill makemake themthem comecome andand worshipworship
beforebefore youryour feet,feet, andand toto knowknow thatthat II havehave lovedloved youyou..
1010BecauseBecause youyou havehave keptkept MyMy commandcommand toto persevere,persevere, II alsoalso
willwill keepkeep youyou fromfrom thethe hourhour ofof trialtrial whichwhich shallshall comecome uponupon
thethe wholewhole world,world, toto testtest thosethose whowho dwelldwell onon thethe earthearth..
1111Behold,Behold, II amam comingcoming quickly!quickly!
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HoldHold fastfast whatwhat youyou have,have, thatthat nono oneone maymay taketake youryour crowncrown..
1212HeHe whowho overcomes,overcomes, II willwill makemake himhim aa pillarpillar inin thethe templetemple ofof
MyMy God,God, andand hehe shallshall gogo outout nono moremore.. II willwill writewrite onon himhim thethe
namename ofof MyMy GodGod andand thethe namename ofof thethe citycity ofof MyMy God,God, thethe
NewNew Jerusalem,Jerusalem, whichwhich comescomes downdown outout ofof heavenheaven fromfrom MyMy
GodGod.. AndAnd II willwill writewrite onon himhim MyMy newnew namename.. 1313“He“He whowho hashas anan
ear,ear, letlet himhim hearhear whatwhat thethe SpiritSpirit sayssays toto thethe churcheschurches..”’”’

11.. PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia waswas aa
churchchurch withwith greatgreat
opportunityopportunity

RevRev 33::77--88 ““HeHe whowho hashas thethe
keykey ofof David,David, HeHe whowho opensopens
andand nono oneone shuts,shuts, andand shutsshuts
andand nono oneone opens”opens”:: 88“I“I knowknow
youryour worksworks.. See,See, II havehave setset
beforebefore youyou anan openopen door,door,
andand nono oneone cancan shutshut itit;;
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“God“God controlscontrols allall
situations,situations, frustratesfrustrates
thethe movesmoves ofof evilevil men,men,
andand revealsreveals HimselfHimself toto
HisHis ownown asas thethe OneOne
whowho opensopens andand nono manman
shutsshuts;; shutsshuts andand nono
manman opensopens..”” JohnJohn PhillipsPhillips

ColCol 44::22--44 ContinueContinue earnestlyearnestly inin prayer,prayer, beingbeing vigilantvigilant inin itit
withwith thanksgivingthanksgiving;; 33meanwhilemeanwhile prayingpraying alsoalso forfor us,us, thatthat GodGod
wouldwould openopen toto usus aa doordoor forfor thethe word,word, toto speakspeak thethe mysterymystery
ofof Christ,Christ, forfor whichwhich II amam alsoalso inin chains,chains, 44thatthat II maymay makemake itit
manifest,manifest, asas II oughtought toto speakspeak..

11 CorCor 1616::88--99 ButBut II willwill tarrytarry inin EphesusEphesus untiluntil PentecostPentecost.. 99ForFor
aa greatgreat andand effectiveeffective doordoor hashas openedopened toto me,me, andand therethere areare
manymany adversariesadversaries..

JnJn 99::44 II mustmust workwork thethe worksworks ofof HimHim whowho sentsent MeMe whilewhile itit isis
dayday;; thethe nightnight isis comingcoming whenwhen nono oneone cancan workwork..
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EphEph 55::1515--1616 SeeSee thenthen thatthat youyou walkwalk circumspectly,circumspectly, notnot asas
foolsfools butbut asas wise,wise, 1616redeemingredeeming thethe time,time, becausebecause thethe daysdays
areare evilevil..

HebHeb 33::1313 butbut exhortexhort oneone anotheranother daily,daily, whilewhile itit isis calledcalled
“Today,”“Today,” lestlest anyany ofof youyou bebe hardenedhardened throughthrough thethe
deceitfulnessdeceitfulness ofof sinsin..

22. Philadelphia was weak . Philadelphia was weak but willingbut willing
Rev 3:8Rev 3:8 for you have a little strengthfor you have a little strength

LkLk 1212::3232 “Do“Do notnot fear,fear, littlelittle flock,flock, forfor itit isis youryour Father’sFather’s goodgood
pleasurepleasure toto givegive youyou thethe kingdomkingdom..

22 CorCor 1212::99--1010 AndAnd HeHe saidsaid toto me,me, “My“My gracegrace isis sufficientsufficient forfor
you,you, forfor MyMy strengthstrength isis mademade perfectperfect inin weaknessweakness..”” ThereforeTherefore
mostmost gladlygladly II willwill ratherrather boastboast inin mymy infirmities,infirmities, thatthat thethe powerpower
ofof ChristChrist maymay restrest uponupon meme.. 1010ThereforeTherefore II taketake pleasurepleasure inin
infirmities,infirmities, inin reproaches,reproaches, inin needs,needs, inin persecutions,persecutions, inin
distresses,distresses, forfor Christ’sChrist’s sakesake.. ForFor whenwhen II amam weak,weak, thenthen II amam
strongstrong..
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33. Philadelphia was feeble . Philadelphia was feeble but faithfulbut faithful

RevRev 33::88 havehave keptkept MyMy word,word, andand havehave notnot denieddenied MyMy namename

11 CorCor 44::22 MoreoverMoreover itit isis requiredrequired inin stewardsstewards thatthat oneone bebe
foundfound faithfulfaithful..
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4. Philadelphia was ridiculed 4. Philadelphia was ridiculed but rewardedbut rewarded
RevRev 33::99 IndeedIndeed II willwill makemake thosethose ofof thethe synagoguesynagogue ofof
Satan,Satan, whowho saysay theythey areare JewsJews andand areare not,not, butbut lielie——indeedindeed
II willwill makemake themthem comecome andand worshipworship beforebefore youryour feet,feet, andand
toto knowknow thatthat II havehave lovedloved youyou..

RomRom 22::2828--2929 ForFor hehe isis notnot aa JewJew whowho isis oneone outwardly,outwardly,
nornor isis circumcisioncircumcision thatthat whichwhich isis outwardoutward inin thethe fleshflesh;; 2929butbut
hehe isis aa JewJew whowho isis oneone inwardlyinwardly;; andand circumcisioncircumcision isis thatthat
ofof thethe heart,heart, inin thethe Spirit,Spirit, notnot inin thethe letterletter;; whosewhose praisepraise isis
notnot fromfrom menmen butbut fromfrom GodGod..

MtMt 1010::2222 AndAnd youyou willwill bebe hatedhated byby allall forfor MyMy name’sname’s sakesake..
ButBut hehe whowho enduresendures toto thethe endend willwill bebe savedsaved..

HebHeb 1212::22--44 lookinglooking untounto Jesus,Jesus, thethe authorauthor andand finisherfinisher ofof
ourour faith,faith, whowho forfor thethe joyjoy thatthat waswas setset beforebefore HimHim enduredendured
thethe cross,cross, despisingdespising thethe shame,shame, andand hashas satsat downdown atat thethe
rightright handhand ofof thethe thronethrone ofof GodGod.. 33ForFor considerconsider HimHim whowho
enduredendured suchsuch hostilityhostility fromfrom sinnerssinners againstagainst Himself,Himself, lestlest youyou
becomebecome wearyweary andand discourageddiscouraged inin youryour soulssouls.. 44YouYou havehave
notnot yetyet resistedresisted toto bloodshed,bloodshed, strivingstriving againstagainst sinsin..
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•• TheyThey werewere keptkept fromfrom judgmentjudgment
RevRev 33::1010 BecauseBecause youyou havehave keptkept MyMy commandcommand toto
persevere,persevere, II alsoalso willwill keepkeep youyou fromfrom thethe hourhour ofof trialtrial whichwhich
shallshall comecome uponupon thethe wholewhole world,world, toto testtest thosethose whowho dwelldwell onon
thethe earthearth..

DanielDaniel 99::2424,,2727 ““SeventySeventy weeksweeks areare determineddetermined forfor youryour
peoplepeople andand forfor youryour holyholy citycity,, toto finishfinish thethe transgressiontransgression,, toto
makemake anan endend ofof sinssins,, toto makemake reconciliationreconciliation forfor iniquityiniquity,, toto
bringbring inin everlastingeverlasting righteousnessrighteousness,, toto sealseal upup visionvision andand
prophecyprophecy,, andand toto anointanoint thethe MostMost HolyHoly.. ……ThenThen hehe shallshall
confirmconfirm aa covenantcovenant withwith manymany forfor oneone weekweek;; butbut inin thethe
middlemiddle ofof thethe weekweek HeHe shallshall bringbring anan endend toto sacrificesacrifice andand
offeringoffering.. ……

JerJer 3030::77 Alas!Alas! ForFor thatthat dayday isis great,great, soso thatthat nonenone isis likelike itit;;
andand itit isis thethe timetime ofof JacobJacob’’ss trouble,trouble, butbut hehe shallshall bebe savedsaved
outout ofof itit..

MattMatt 2424::2121--2222 ForFor thenthen therethere willwill bebe greatgreat tribulation,tribulation, suchsuch
asas hashas notnot beenbeen sincesince thethe beginningbeginning ofof thethe worldworld untiluntil thisthis
time,time, no,no, nornor everever shallshall bebe.. 2222AndAnd unlessunless thosethose daysdays werewere
shortened,shortened, nono fleshflesh wouldwould bebe savedsaved;; butbut forfor thethe electelect’’ss sakesake
thosethose daysdays willwill bebe shortenedshortened..
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•• TheyThey werewere crownedcrowned withwith gloryglory
RevRev 33::1111 Behold,Behold, II amam comingcoming quickly!quickly! HoldHold fastfast whatwhat youyou
have,have, thatthat nono oneone maymay taketake youryour crowncrown..

22 JnJn 88 LookLook toto yourselves,yourselves, thatthat wewe dodo notnot loselose thosethose thingsthings
wewe workedworked for,for, butbut thatthat wewe maymay receivereceive aa fullfull rewardreward..

11 PetPet 55::44 andand whenwhen thethe ChiefChief ShepherdShepherd appears,appears, youyou willwill
receivereceive thethe crowncrown ofof gloryglory thatthat doesdoes notnot fadefade awayaway..

22 TimTim 44::88 Finally,Finally, therethere isis laidlaid upup forfor meme thethe crowncrown ofof
righteousness,righteousness, whichwhich thethe Lord,Lord, thethe righteousrighteous Judge,Judge, willwill givegive
toto meme onon thatthat Day,Day, andand notnot toto meme onlyonly butbut alsoalso toto allall whowho
havehave lovedloved HisHis appearingappearing..

5. Crowns available to believers:5. Crowns available to believers:

•• CrownCrown ofof righteousnessrighteousness:: 22 TimTim 44::88

•• CrownCrown ofof rejoicingrejoicing:: 11 ThessThess 22::1919

•• CrownCrown ofof lifelife:: RevRev 22::1010

•• CrownCrown ofof incorruptionincorruption:: 11 CorCor 99::2525

•• CrownCrown ofof gloryglory:: 11 PetPet 55::44
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Billy GrahamBilly Graham

F.B. Meyer F.B. Meyer Wilbur ChapmanWilbur ChapmanD.L. MoodyD.L. Moody

Billy SundayBilly Sunday Mordecai HamMordecai Ham
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RevRev 33::1212--1313 HeHe whowho overcomes,overcomes, II willwill makemake himhim aa pillarpillar inin thethe
templetemple ofof MyMy God,God, andand hehe shallshall gogo outout nono moremore.. II willwill writewrite onon
himhim thethe namename ofof MyMy GodGod andand thethe namename ofof thethe citycity ofof MyMy God,God,
thethe NewNew Jerusalem,Jerusalem, whichwhich comescomes downdown outout ofof heavenheaven fromfrom
MyMy GodGod.. AndAnd II willwill writewrite onon himhim MyMy newnew namename.. 1313“He“He whowho hashas
anan ear,ear, letlet himhim hearhear whatwhat thethe SpiritSpirit sayssays toto thethe churcheschurches..””


