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A study of the end of daysA study of the end of days

Part 8:Part 8:
PergamosPergamos –– the the cchurch hurch tthat hat 

“married” the world“married” the world
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Acropolis at Acropolis at PergamosPergamos (Bergama)(Bergama)Theatre of Theatre of AsklepiosAsklepios

Snake gallery of Snake gallery of AsklepiosAsklepios
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Temple Temple of Zeusof Zeus
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Pergamos = evil + marriage

RevelationRevelation 22::1212 “And“And toto thethe angelangel ofof thethe churchchurch inin PergamosPergamos
write,write, ‘These‘These thingsthings sayssays HeHe whowho hashas thethe sharpsharp twotwo--edgededged
swordsword::

HebHeb 44::1212 ForFor thethe wordword ofof GodGod isis livingliving andand powerful,powerful, andand
sharpersharper thanthan anyany twotwo--edgededged sword,sword, piercingpiercing eveneven toto thethe
divisiondivision ofof soulsoul andand spirit,spirit, andand ofof jointsjoints andand marrow,marrow, andand isis aa
discernerdiscerner ofof thethe thoughtsthoughts andand intentsintents ofof thethe heartheart..

EphEph 66::1717 AndAnd taketake thethe helmethelmet ofof salvation,salvation, andand thethe swordsword ofof
thethe Spirit,Spirit, whichwhich isis thethe wordword ofof GodGod;;
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“While“While tolerancetolerance isis laudedlauded inin ourour
modernmodern culture,culture, toleratingtolerating
hereticalheretical teachingteaching oror sinfulsinful
behaviorbehavior inin thethe churchchurch isis notnot aa
virtuevirtue butbut aa sinsin.. …… ErrorError willwill nevernever
bebe suppressedsuppressed byby compromisingcompromising
withwith itit.. Today’sToday’s nonnon--confrontiveconfrontive
churchchurch isis largelylargely repeatingrepeating thethe
errorerror ofof thethe PergamumPergamum churchchurch onon
aa grandgrand scale,scale, andand facesfaces thethe
judgmentjudgment ofof thethe LordLord ofof thethe
churchchurch..”” JohnJohn MacArthurMacArthur

RomRom 1212::22 AndAnd dodo notnot bebe conformedconformed toto thisthis world,world, butbut bebe
transformedtransformed byby thethe renewingrenewing ofof youryour mind,mind, thatthat youyou maymay
proveprove whatwhat isis thatthat goodgood andand acceptableacceptable andand perfectperfect willwill ofof
GodGod..

TitusTitus 22::1212 teachingteaching usus that,that, denyingdenying ungodlinessungodliness andand worldlyworldly
lusts,lusts, wewe shouldshould livelive soberly,soberly, righteously,righteously, andand godlygodly inin thethe
presentpresent ageage,,

JsJs 11::2727,, 44::44 PurePure andand undefiledundefiled religionreligion beforebefore GodGod andand thethe
FatherFather isis thisthis …… toto keepkeep oneselfoneself unspottedunspotted fromfrom thethe worldworld.. ……
AdulterersAdulterers andand adulteresses!adulteresses! DoDo youyou notnot knowknow thatthat friendshipfriendship
withwith thethe worldworld isis enmityenmity withwith God?God? WhoeverWhoever thereforetherefore wantswants
toto bebe aa friendfriend ofof thethe worldworld makesmakes himselfhimself anan enemyenemy ofof GodGod..
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11 JnJn 22::1515--1717 DoDo notnot lovelove thethe worldworld oror thethe thingsthings inin thethe worldworld..
IfIf anyoneanyone lovesloves thethe world,world, thethe lovelove ofof thethe FatherFather isis notnot inin himhim..
1616ForFor allall thatthat isis inin thethe worldworld –– thethe lustlust ofof thethe flesh,flesh, thethe lustlust ofof
thethe eyes,eyes, andand thethe pridepride ofof lifelife –– isis notnot ofof thethe FatherFather butbut isis ofof
thethe worldworld.. 1717AndAnd thethe worldworld isis passingpassing away,away, andand thethe lustlust ofof itit;;
butbut hehe whowho doesdoes thethe willwill ofof GodGod abidesabides foreverforever..

RevelationRevelation 22::1212--1717 “And“And toto thethe angelangel ofof thethe churchchurch inin
PergamosPergamos write,write, ‘These‘These thingsthings sayssays HeHe whowho hashas thethe
sharpsharp twotwo--edgededged swordsword:: 1313“I“I knowknow youryour works,works, andand
wherewhere youyou dwell,dwell, wherewhere Satan’sSatan’s thronethrone isis.. AndAnd youyou
holdhold fastfast toto MyMy name,name, andand diddid notnot denydeny MyMy faithfaith eveneven
inin thethe daysdays inin whichwhich AntipasAntipas waswas MyMy faithfulfaithful martyr,martyr,
whowho waswas killedkilled amongamong you,you, wherewhere SatanSatan dwellsdwells.. 1414ButBut II
havehave aa fewfew thingsthings againstagainst you,you, becausebecause youyou havehave
therethere thosethose whowho holdhold thethe doctrinedoctrine ofof Balaam,Balaam, whowho
taughttaught BalakBalak toto putput aa stumblingstumbling blockblock beforebefore thethe
childrenchildren ofof Israel,Israel, toto eateat thingsthings sacrificedsacrificed toto idols,idols, andand
toto commitcommit sexualsexual immoralityimmorality..
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1515ThusThus youyou alsoalso havehave thosethose whowho holdhold thethe doctrinedoctrine ofof thethe
NicolaitansNicolaitans,, whichwhich thingthing II hatehate.. 1616RepentRepent,, oror elseelse II willwill
comecome toto youyou quicklyquickly andand willwill fightfight againstagainst themthem withwith thethe
swordsword ofof MyMy mouthmouth.. 1717“He“He whowho hashas anan ear,ear, letlet himhim hearhear
whatwhat thethe SpiritSpirit sayssays toto thethe churcheschurches.. ToTo himhim whowho
overcomesovercomes II willwill givegive somesome ofof thethe hiddenhidden mannamanna toto eateat..
AndAnd II willwill givegive himhim aa whitewhite stone,stone, andand onon thethe stonestone aa
newnew namename writtenwritten whichwhich nono oneone knowsknows exceptexcept himhim whowho
receivesreceives itit..”’”’

3. Their condition:3. Their condition:
11.. TheyThey werewere aa worldlyworldly churchchurch

22.. TheyThey remainedremained faithfulfaithful inin theirtheir persecutionpersecution



4/10/2016

9

“We“We mustmust alwaysalways bebe
readyready toto meetmeet atat ourour
averageaverage moment,moment, thethe
thingthing thatthat anyany possiblepossible
enemyenemy couldcould hurlhurl
againstagainst usus atat hishis
selectedselected momentmoment..””
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Their condition:Their condition:
11.. TheyThey werewere aa worldlyworldly churchchurch

22.. TheyThey remainedremained faithfulfaithful inin theirtheir persecutionpersecution

33.. Satan’sSatan’s thronethrone waswas inin theirtheir midstmidst

Temple Temple of Zeusof Zeus
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44.. TheThe doctrinedoctrine ofof BalaamBalaam:: compromisecompromise ((NumNum 2222--
2525))

If If you can’t curse them, corrupt themyou can’t curse them, corrupt them
22 PetPet 22::1515--1616 TheyThey havehave forsakenforsaken thethe rightright wayway andand gonegone
astray,astray, followingfollowing thethe wayway ofof BalaamBalaam thethe sonson ofof BeorBeor,, whowho
lovedloved thethe wageswages ofof unrighteousnessunrighteousness;; 1616butbut hehe waswas
rebukedrebuked forfor hishis iniquityiniquity:: aa dumbdumb donkeydonkey speakingspeaking withwith aa
man’sman’s voicevoice restrainedrestrained thethe madnessmadness ofof thethe prophetprophet..

22 CorCor 66::1414--1717 DoDo notnot bebe unequallyunequally yokedyoked togethertogether withwith
unbelieversunbelievers.. ForFor whatwhat fellowshipfellowship hashas righteousnessrighteousness withwith
lawlessness?lawlessness? AndAnd whatwhat communioncommunion hashas lightlight withwith
darkness?darkness? 1515AndAnd whatwhat accordaccord hashas ChristChrist withwith Belial?Belial? OrOr
whatwhat partpart hashas aa believerbeliever withwith anan unbeliever?unbeliever? 1616AndAnd whatwhat
agreementagreement hashas thethe templetemple ofof GodGod withwith idols?idols? ForFor youyou areare
thethe templetemple ofof thethe livingliving GodGod..

11 CorCor 55::66 YourYour gloryingglorying isis notnot goodgood.. DoDo youyou notnot knowknow thatthat aa
littlelittle leavenleaven leavensleavens thethe wholewhole lump?lump?

55.. TheThe doctrinedoctrine ofof thethe NicolaitansNicolaitans:: libertinismlibertinism oror
spiritualspiritual elitismelitism
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GalGal 55::1313 ForFor you,you, brethren,brethren, havehave beenbeen calledcalled toto
libertyliberty;; onlyonly dodo notnot useuse libertyliberty asas anan opportunityopportunity forfor
thethe flesh,flesh, butbut throughthrough lovelove serveserve oneone anotheranother..

11 PetPet 22::1616 asas free,free, yetyet notnot usingusing libertyliberty asas aa cloakcloak
forfor vice,vice, butbut asas bondservantsbondservants ofof GodGod..

6. Their condemnation:6. Their condemnation:

RevRev 22::1616 Repent,Repent, oror elseelse II willwill comecome toto youyou quicklyquickly andand
willwill fightfight againstagainst themthem withwith thethe swordsword ofof MyMy mouthmouth..

11.. TheyThey mustmust repentrepent

22.. TheThe LordLord wouldwould “fight“fight against”against” themthem
RomRom 33::55--66 IsIs GodGod unjustunjust whowho inflictsinflicts wrath?wrath? (I(I speakspeak asas
aa manman..)) 66CertainlyCertainly not!not! ForFor thenthen howhow willwill GodGod judgejudge thethe
world?world?
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RomRom 11::1818 ForFor thethe wrathwrath ofof GodGod isis revealedrevealed fromfrom heavenheaven againstagainst
allall ungodlinessungodliness andand unrighteousnessunrighteousness ofof men,men, whowho suppresssuppress thethe
truthtruth inin unrighteousness,unrighteousness,

22::55--66 ButBut inin accordanceaccordance withwith youryour hardnesshardness andand youryour impenitentimpenitent
heartheart youyou areare treasuringtreasuring upup forfor yourselfyourself wrathwrath inin thethe dayday ofof wrathwrath
andand revelationrevelation ofof thethe righteousrighteous judgmentjudgment ofof God,God, 66whowho “will“will
renderrender toto eacheach oneone accordingaccording toto hishis deeds”deeds”::

RevRev 66::1616--1717 andand saidsaid toto thethe mountainsmountains andand rocks,rocks, “Fall“Fall onon usus
andand hidehide usus fromfrom thethe faceface ofof HimHim whowho sitssits onon thethe thronethrone andand
fromfrom thethe wrathwrath ofof thethe Lamb!Lamb! 1717ForFor thethe greatgreat dayday ofof HisHis wrathwrath hashas
come,come, andand whowho isis ableable toto stand?stand?””

HebHeb 1010::3131 ItIt isis aa fearfulfearful thingthing toto fallfall intointo thethe handshands ofof thethe livingliving
GodGod..
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RevRev 22::1717 ““HeHe whowho hashas anan ear,ear, letlet himhim hearhear whatwhat thethe SpiritSpirit
sayssays toto thethe churcheschurches.. ToTo himhim whowho overcomesovercomes II willwill givegive
somesome ofof thethe hiddenhidden mannamanna toto eateat.. AndAnd II willwill givegive himhim aa
whitewhite stone,stone, andand onon thethe stonestone aa newnew namename writtenwritten whichwhich nono
oneone knowsknows exceptexcept himhim whowho receivesreceives itit..””’’

JnJn 44::3232 ButBut HeHe saidsaid toto them,them, “I“I havehave foodfood toto eateat ofof whichwhich
youyou dodo notnot knowknow..””

JnJn 66::3535 AndAnd JesusJesus saidsaid toto them,them, “I“I amam thethe breadbread ofof lifelife.. HeHe
whowho comescomes toto MeMe shallshall nevernever hunger,hunger, andand hehe whowho believesbelieves
inin MeMe shallshall nevernever thirstthirst..

MattMatt 2222::1111--1414 ““ButBut whenwhen thethe kingking camecame inin toto seesee thethe
guests,guests, hehe sawsaw aa manman therethere whowho diddid notnot havehave onon aa
weddingwedding garmentgarment.. 1212SoSo hehe saidsaid toto him,him, ‘Friend,‘Friend, howhow diddid
youyou comecome inin herehere withoutwithout aa weddingwedding garment?’garment?’ AndAnd hehe
waswas speechlessspeechless.. 1313ThenThen thethe kingking saidsaid toto thethe servants,servants,
‘Bind‘Bind himhim handhand andand foot,foot, taketake himhim away,away, andand castcast himhim
intointo outerouter darknessdarkness;; therethere willwill bebe weepingweeping andand gnashinggnashing
ofof teethteeth..”” 1414“For“For manymany areare called,called, butbut fewfew areare chosenchosen..””


