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A study of the end of daysA study of the end of days

Part 7Part 7:  :  “The things which are “The things which are –– the churches”the churches”
Smyrna:  the persecuted churchSmyrna:  the persecuted church
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The messages to the seven churches can The messages to the seven churches can 
be understood in three ways:be understood in three ways:

DirectlyDirectly
DoctrinallyDoctrinally

DispensationallyDispensationally
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The churches seen The churches seen dispensationallydispensationally:  :  
“The church age at a glance”“The church age at a glance”

•• EphesusEphesus:: 100100 (church(church ofof thethe apostles)apostles)
•• SmyrnaSmyrna:: 100100 –– 300300 (persecuted(persecuted church)church)
•• PergamosPergamos:: 300300 –– 500500 (church(church marriedmarried toto Rome)Rome)
•• ThyatiraThyatira:: 500500-- 15001500 (church(church ofof middlemiddle ages)ages)
•• SardisSardis:: 15001500 –– 17001700 (reformation(reformation church)church)
•• Philadelphia: 1700 Philadelphia: 1700 –– 1900 (great awakening church) 1900 (great awakening church) 
•• LaodiceaLaodicea:: 19001900 –– presentpresent (lukewarm(lukewarm church)church)
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Letter 1:  Letter 1:  
Ephesus:  the church Ephesus:  the church 
that lost its first lovethat lost its first love

“A church can be doctrinally straight as a “A church can be doctrinally straight as a 
gun barrel and just as empty.”gun barrel and just as empty.”
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Jesus’ remedy for EphesusJesus’ remedy for Ephesus
•• RememberRemember

•• RepentRepent
•• RepeatRepeat

Smyrna:Smyrna: the persecuted churchthe persecuted church
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RevRev 22::88--1111 “And“And toto thethe angelangel ofof thethe churchchurch inin SmyrnaSmyrna
writewrite,, ‘‘TheseThese thingsthings sayssays thethe FirstFirst andand thethe Last,Last, whowho
waswas dead,dead, andand camecame toto lifelife:: 99“I“I knowknow youryour works,works,
tribulation,tribulation, andand povertypoverty (but(but youyou areare rich)rich);; andand II knowknow
thethe blasphemyblasphemy ofof thosethose whowho saysay theythey areare JewsJews andand areare
not,not, butbut areare aa synagoguesynagogue ofof SatanSatan.. 1010DoDo notnot fearfear anyany ofof
thosethose thingsthings whichwhich youyou areare aboutabout toto suffersuffer.. Indeed,Indeed, thethe
devildevil isis aboutabout toto throwthrow somesome ofof youyou intointo prison,prison, thatthat youyou
maymay bebe tested,tested, andand youyou willwill havehave tribulationtribulation tenten daysdays..
BeBe faithfulfaithful untiluntil death,death, andand II willwill givegive youyou thethe crowncrown ofof
lifelife.. 1111“He“He whowho hashas anan ear,ear, letlet himhim hearhear whatwhat thethe SpiritSpirit
sayssays toto thethe churcheschurches.. HeHe whowho overcomesovercomes shallshall notnot bebe
hurthurt byby thethe secondsecond deathdeath..”’”’

“Throughout“Throughout itsits history,history,
thethe seeminglyseemingly
paradoxicalparadoxical truthtruth hashas
beenbeen thatthat thethe moremore thethe
churchchurch hashas beenbeen
persecutedpersecuted,, thethe greatergreater
hashas beenbeen itsits puritypurity andand
strengthstrength..”” JohnJohn MacArthurMacArthur
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11 PetPet 11::1818 ForFor ChristChrist alsoalso sufferedsuffered onceonce forfor sins,sins,
thethe justjust forfor thethe unjust,unjust, thatthat HeHe mightmight bringbring usus toto
God,God, beingbeing putput toto deathdeath inin thethe fleshflesh butbut mademade
alivealive byby thethe Spirit,Spirit,

HebHeb 22::1717--1818 ThereforeTherefore,, inin allall thingsthings HeHe hadhad toto bebe
mademade likelike HisHis brethren,brethren, thatthat HeHe mightmight bebe aa
mercifulmerciful andand faithfulfaithful HighHigh PriestPriest inin thingsthings
pertainingpertaining toto God,God, toto makemake propitiationpropitiation forfor thethe
sinssins ofof thethe peoplepeople.. 1818ForFor inin thatthat HeHe HimselfHimself hashas
suffered,suffered, beingbeing tempted,tempted, HeHe isis ableable toto aidaid thosethose
whowho areare temptedtempted..

HebHeb 44::1515 ForFor wewe dodo notnot havehave aa HighHigh PriestPriest whowho
cannotcannot sympathizesympathize withwith ourour weaknesses,weaknesses, butbut
waswas inin allall pointspoints temptedtempted asas wewe are,are, yetyet withoutwithout
sinsin..
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1. Smyrna 1. Smyrna comes from the root comes from the root 
word word ““myrrhmyrrh””

MattMatt 22::1111 AndAnd whenwhen theythey hadhad openedopened theirtheir
treasures,treasures, theythey presentedpresented giftsgifts toto HimHim:: gold,gold,
frankincense,frankincense, andand myrrhmyrrh..
JnJn 1919::3939 AndAnd Nicodemus,Nicodemus, whowho atat firstfirst camecame toto
JesusJesus byby night,night, alsoalso came,came, bringingbringing aa mixturemixture ofof
myrrhmyrrh andand aloes,aloes, aboutabout aa hundredhundred poundspounds..

2. Jesus 2. Jesus spoke a message of life to spoke a message of life to 
the the dyingdying

RevRev 22::88 ‘These‘These thingsthings sayssays thethe FirstFirst andand thethe Last,Last, whowho waswas
dead,dead, andand camecame toto lifelife::

JohnJohn 1111::2525--2626 JesusJesus saidsaid toto her,her, “I“I amam thethe resurrectionresurrection andand
thethe lifelife.. HeHe whowho believesbelieves inin Me,Me, thoughthough hehe maymay die,die, hehe shallshall
livelive.. 2626AndAnd whoeverwhoever liveslives andand believesbelieves inin MeMe shallshall nevernever
diedie.. DoDo youyou believebelieve this?”this?”

RevRev 11::1818 II amam HeHe whowho lives,lives, andand waswas dead,dead, andand behold,behold, II
amam alivealive forevermoreforevermore.. AmenAmen.. AndAnd II havehave thethe keyskeys ofof HadesHades
andand ofof DeathDeath..
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3. Jesus 3. Jesus knew their conditionknew their condition
RevRev 22::99 ““II knowknow youryour works,works, tribulation,tribulation, andand povertypoverty (but(but
youyou areare rich)rich);; andand II knowknow thethe blasphemyblasphemy ofof thosethose whowho saysay
theythey areare JewsJews andand areare not,not, butbut areare aa synagoguesynagogue ofof SatanSatan..

MtMt 66::88 ForFor youryour FatherFather knowsknows thethe thingsthings youyou havehave needneed ofof
beforebefore youyou askask HimHim..

MtMt 1212::2525 ButBut JesusJesus knewknew theirtheir thoughtsthoughts,,

ActsActs 11::2424 AndAnd theythey prayedprayed andand said,said, “You,“You, OO Lord,Lord, whowho
knowknow thethe heartshearts ofof allall

4. He knew their tribulation4. He knew their tribulation
ActsActs 1414::2222 ““WeWe mustmust throughthrough manymany tribulationstribulations enterenter thethe
kingdomkingdom ofof GodGod..””

22 TimTim 33::1212 Yes,Yes, andand allall whowho desiredesire toto livelive godlygodly inin ChristChrist
JesusJesus willwill suffersuffer persecutionpersecution..

JsJs 11::22--44 MyMy brethren,brethren, countcount itit allall joyjoy whenwhen youyou fallfall intointo
variousvarious trials,trials, 33knowingknowing thatthat thethe testingtesting ofof youryour faithfaith
producesproduces patiencepatience.. 44ButBut letlet patiencepatience havehave itsits perfectperfect work,work,
thatthat youyou maymay bebe perfectperfect andand complete,complete, lackinglacking nothingnothing..

11 PetPet 55::1010 ButBut maymay thethe GodGod ofof allall grace,grace, whowho calledcalled usus toto
HisHis eternaleternal gloryglory byby ChristChrist Jesus,Jesus, afterafter youyou havehave sufferedsuffered aa
while,while, perfect,perfect, establish,establish, strengthen,strengthen, andand settlesettle youyou..
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5. He knew their poverty  5. He knew their poverty  
22 CorCor 88::99 ForFor youyou knowknow thethe gracegrace ofof ourour LordLord JesusJesus Christ,Christ,
thatthat thoughthough HeHe waswas rich,rich, yetyet forfor youryour sakessakes HeHe becamebecame
poor,poor, thatthat youyou throughthrough HisHis povertypoverty mightmight becomebecome richrich..

11 TimTim 66::99,,1818 ButBut thosethose whowho desiredesire toto bebe richrich fallfall intointo
temptationtemptation andand aa snare,snare, andand intointo manymany foolishfoolish andand harmfulharmful
lustslusts whichwhich drowndrown menmen inin destructiondestruction andand perditionperdition.. ……
1818LetLet themthem dodo good,good, thatthat theythey bebe richrich inin goodgood works,works, readyready
toto give,give, willingwilling toto share,share, 1919storingstoring upup forfor themselvesthemselves aa goodgood
foundationfoundation forfor thethe timetime toto come,come, thatthat theythey maymay laylay holdhold onon
eternaleternal lifelife..

6. He knew about the false believers6. He knew about the false believers
RevRev 22::99 andand II knowknow thethe blasphemyblasphemy ofof thosethose whowho saysay theythey
areare JewsJews andand areare not,not, butbut areare aa synagoguesynagogue ofof SatanSatan..

MtMt 1212::3030 HeHe whowho isis notnot withwith MeMe isis againstagainst Me,Me, andand hehe whowho
doesdoes notnot gathergather withwith MeMe scattersscatters abroadabroad..

JnJn 88::4444 YouYou areare ofof youryour fatherfather thethe devil,devil, andand thethe desiresdesires ofof
youryour fatherfather youyou wantwant toto dodo.. HeHe waswas aa murderermurderer fromfrom thethe
beginning,beginning, andand doesdoes notnot standstand inin thethe truth,truth, becausebecause therethere isis
nono truthtruth inin himhim.. WhenWhen hehe speaksspeaks aa lie,lie, hehe speaksspeaks fromfrom hishis
ownown resources,resources, forfor hehe isis aa liarliar andand thethe fatherfather ofof itit..
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7. He encouraged them to not be afraid7. He encouraged them to not be afraid
RevRev 22::1010 DoDo notnot fearfear anyany ofof thosethose thingsthings whichwhich youyou areare
aboutabout toto suffersuffer.. Indeed,Indeed, thethe devildevil isis aboutabout toto throwthrow somesome ofof
youyou intointo prison,prison, thatthat youyou maymay bebe tested,tested, andand youyou willwill havehave
tribulationtribulation tenten daysdays..

PsPs 5656::1111 InIn GodGod II havehave putput mymy trusttrust;; II willwill notnot bebe afraidafraid..
WhatWhat cancan manman dodo toto me?me?

JnJn 1616::3333 TheseThese thingsthings II havehave spokenspoken toto you,you, thatthat inin MeMe youyou
maymay havehave peacepeace.. InIn thethe worldworld youyou willwill havehave tribulationtribulation;; butbut
bebe ofof goodgood cheer,cheer, II havehave overcomeovercome thethe worldworld..””

22 TimTim 11::77 ForFor GodGod hashas notnot givengiven usus aa spiritspirit ofof fear,fear, butbut ofof
powerpower andand ofof lovelove andand ofof aa soundsound mindmind..

22 CorCor 22::1414 NowNow thanksthanks bebe toto GodGod whowho alwaysalways leadsleads usus inin
triumphtriumph inin Christ,Christ, andand throughthrough usus diffusesdiffuses thethe fragrancefragrance ofof HisHis
knowledgeknowledge inin everyevery placeplace..

RomRom 88::3737 YetYet inin allall thesethese thingsthings wewe areare moremore thanthan conquerorsconquerors
throughthrough HimHim whowho lovedloved usus..
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22 CorCor 1212::99--1010 AndAnd HeHe saidsaid toto me,me, “My“My gracegrace isis sufficientsufficient forfor
you,you, forfor MyMy strengthstrength isis mademade perfectperfect inin weaknessweakness..”” ThereforeTherefore
mostmost gladlygladly II willwill ratherrather boastboast inin mymy infirmities,infirmities, thatthat thethe powerpower
ofof ChristChrist maymay restrest uponupon meme.. 1010ThereforeTherefore II taketake pleasurepleasure inin
infirmities,infirmities, inin reproaches,reproaches, inin needs,needs, inin persecutions,persecutions, inin
distresses,distresses, forfor Christ’sChrist’s sakesake.. ForFor whenwhen II amam weak,weak, thenthen II amam
strongstrong..

8. He promised a reward to the faithful8. He promised a reward to the faithful
RevRev 22::1010bb--1111 BeBe faithfulfaithful untiluntil death,death, andand II willwill givegive youyou thethe
crowncrown ofof lifelife.. 1111“He“He whowho hashas anan ear,ear, letlet himhim hearhear whatwhat thethe
SpiritSpirit sayssays toto thethe churcheschurches.. HeHe whowho overcomesovercomes shallshall notnot bebe
hurthurt byby thethe secondsecond deathdeath..””’’

11 CorCor 44::22 MoreoverMoreover itit isis requiredrequired inin stewardsstewards thatthat oneone bebe
foundfound faithfulfaithful..

11 TimTim 66::1212 FightFight thethe goodgood fightfight ofof faithfaith

22 TimTim 44::77 II havehave foughtfought thethe goodgood fightfight

22 TimTim 22::33 YouYou thereforetherefore mustmust endureendure hardshiphardship asas aa goodgood
soldiersoldier ofof JesusJesus ChristChrist..
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•• LosingLosing meansmeans winningwinning::
MtMt 1010::3939 HeHe whowho findsfinds hishis lifelife willwill loselose it,it, andand hehe whowho losesloses
hishis lifelife forfor MyMy sakesake willwill findfind itit..

•• BornBorn once,once, diedie twicetwice;; bornborn twice,twice, diedie onceonce
JnJn 33::77 DoDo notnot marvelmarvel thatthat II saidsaid toto you,you, ‘You‘You mustmust bebe bornborn
againagain..’’

11 CorCor 33::1414--1515 IfIf anyone’sanyone’s workwork whichwhich hehe hashas builtbuilt onon itit
endures,endures, hehe willwill receivereceive aa rewardreward.. 1515IfIf anyone’sanyone’s workwork isis
burned,burned, hehe willwill suffersuffer lossloss;; butbut hehe himselfhimself willwill bebe saved,saved, yetyet
soso asas throughthrough firefire..

22 TimTim 44::88 FinallyFinally,, therethere isis laidlaid upup forfor meme thethe crowncrown ofof
righteousness,righteousness, whichwhich thethe Lord,Lord, thethe righteousrighteous Judge,Judge, willwill
givegive toto meme onon thatthat Day,Day, andand notnot toto meme onlyonly butbut alsoalso toto allall
whowho havehave lovedloved HisHis appearingappearing..


