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Fallen Angels
Lesson 4:
“Demons – their power”
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Demons/fallen angels are
quite prominent in Scripture
and are very active in our
world today.
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Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of
the Gadarenes. 2 And when He had come out of the boat, immediately there met
Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 3 who had his dwelling among
the tombs; and no one could bind him, not even with chains, 4 because he had
often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been pulled
apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame
him. 5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs,
crying out and cutting himself with stones. Mk 5:1-5
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And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling down to
Him and saying, 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and
suffers severely; for he often falls into the fire and often into the water. 16 So I
brought him to Your disciples, but they could not cure him.” 17 Then Jesus
answered and said, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be
with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him here to Me.” 18 And
Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was cured from
that very hour. 19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why
could we not cast it out?” 20 So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for
assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be
impossible for you.21 However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and
fasting.” Mt 17:14-20
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Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the
name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “We exorcise you
by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a
Jewish chief priest, who did so. 15 And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I
know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” 16 Then the man in whom the evil spirit
was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against them, so that
they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 This became known both to all
Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of
the Lord Jesus was magnified. Acts 19:13-17
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Why there was so
much demonic
activity when Jesus
was here?
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How do demons display their power
and mission?
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1. They slander God and men
Gen 3:1-5 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which
the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said,
‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the
serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit of the
tree which isin the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor
shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will
not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
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Job 1:9-11, 2:4-5 So Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for
nothing? 10 Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household,
and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his
hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 11 But now, stretch out
Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!”
… 4 So Satan answered the Lord and said, “Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man
has he will give for his life. 5 But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone
and his flesh, and he will surely curse You to Your face!”
Rev 12:10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come,
for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and
night, has been cast down.
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2. They blind men to the truth
2 Cor 4:3-4 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are
perishing, 4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe,
lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine on them.
1 Jn 4:1-3 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they
are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By
this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the
Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.
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3. They work miracles
Job 1:12,16,19; 2:7 And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in
your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.” So Satan went out from the
presence of the Lord. … 16 While he was still speaking, another also came and
said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the
servants, and consumed them; and I alone have escaped to tell you!” … 19 and
suddenly a great wind came from across the wilderness and struck the four
corners of the house, and it fell on the young people, and they are dead; and I
alone have escaped to tell you!” … 7 So Satan went out from the presence of
the Lord, and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown
of his head.
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2 Thess 2:9-10 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of
Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous
deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of
the truth, that they might be saved.
Rev 13:13-15 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down
from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. 14 And he deceives [f]those who
dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the
beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who
was wounded by the sword and lived. 15 He was granted power to give breath
to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and
cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed.
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4. Demons are limited in their miracle power
(Satan and demons are not omnipresent)
Ex 8:5-7, 16-19 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your
hand with your rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and
cause frogs to come up on the land of Egypt.’ ” 6 So Aaron stretched out his
hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land of
Egypt. 7 And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up
frogs on the land of Egypt. … So the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron,
‘Stretch out your rod, and strike the dust of the land, so that it may become lice
throughout all the land of Egypt.’ ” 17 And they did so. For Aaron stretched out
his hand with his rod and struck the dust of the earth, and it became lice on
man and beast. All the dust of the land became lice throughout all the land of
Egypt. 18 Now the magicians so worked with their enchantments to bring forth
lice, but they could not.
14
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*God sometimes uses demons to accomplish His
purpose:
Ps 78:49 He cast on them the fierceness of His anger, wrath, indignation, and
trouble, by sending angels of destruction among them.
1 Kings 22:20-23 And the Lord said, ‘Who will persuade Ahab to go up, that he
may fall at Ramoth Gilead?’ So one spoke in this manner, and another spoke
in that manner. 21 Then a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord, and
said, ‘I will persuade him.’ 22 The Lord said to him, ‘In what way?’ So he said, ‘I
will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ And
the Lord said, ‘You shall persuade him, and also prevail. Go out and do
so.’ 23 Therefore look! The Lord has put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these
prophets of yours, and the Lord has declared disaster against you.”
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Phil 1:15-16,18 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and
strife, and some also from goodwill: 16 The former preach Christ
from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to
my chains; … 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in
pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes,
and will rejoice.
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5. Demons influence evil practices in men
(primarily unsaved individuals)
Eph 2:1-3 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in
which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of
disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts
of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, just as the others.
Rom 1:18-32

17

• They promote all sorts of sinful practices
• They promote idolatry
Ps 106:36-38 They served their idols, which became a snare to them. 37 They
even sacrificed their sons and their daughters to demons,
1 Cor 10:20;12:2 Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they
sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship
with demons. … 2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to
these dumb idols, however you were led.
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David inspired to disobey God by

numbering Israel (1 Chron 21:1-8)

• They promote sensual pleasures:
1 Jn 2:16 For all that is in the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life – is not of the Father but is of the world.
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6. They can inflict the body
(Scripture differentiates between natural illnesses and those
demonically caused)
Mt 4:24 Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick
people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were
demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them.
Mk 1:32,34 At evening, when the sun had set, they brought to Him all who were sick
and those who were demon-possessed. 33 And the whole city was gathered together
at the door. 34 Then He healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast
out many demons; and He did not allow the demons to speak, because they knew
Him.
Lk 7:21; 9:1 And that very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits;
and to many blind He gave sight. … 1 Then He called His twelve disciples together
and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases.
20
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They can cause:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dumbness: Mt 9:32-33; 12:22; Mk 9:17-29
Blindness: Mt 12:22
Deformity: Lk 13:11-17
Epilepsy: Mt 17:15-18; Mk 9:20; Lk 9:39
Insanity: Lk 8:27-29, 35 (in his right mind)
Suicide: Mk 9:22
Self-mutilation: Mk 5:5; 9:22; Lk 9:39
Death: 1 Cor 5:1-5 (end time evil demons inflict and kill men: Rev 9:1-11,
13-19)
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7. Demons can affect believers
• Paul was affected:
2 Cor 12:7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of
the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan
to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.

• We can give place to the Devil:
Eph 4:27 do not give [g]place to the devil.

• Satan and his demons can get an advantage over us:
2 Cor 2:11 lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of
his devices.
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• Cause divisions:
Js 3:14-16 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and
lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly,
sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil
thing are there.

• Hinder the ministry:
1 Thess 2:18 Therefore we wanted to come to you – even I, Paul, time and again –
but Satan hindered us.

• They can be used to discipline believers:
1 Cor 5:1-5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.
1 Tim 1:19-20 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected,
concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, 20 of whom are Hymenaeus
and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.
23

12

