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Lights in the dark and … 
salt in the wound

“[We] failed to focus sharply on the
indispensable role of government in
preserving justice in a fallen society.
Essential as regenerative forces are
to transform the human will, civil
government remains nonetheless a
necessary instrument to constrain
human beings – whatever their
religious predilections – to act justly,
whether they desire to do so or not.”

Carl F. H. Henry, Twilight of a Great Civilization: The Drift
Toward Neo- paganism, p. 167, 1988.
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Francis Schaeffer
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A Christian Manifesto:

“What we must understand is that the two world views really do
bring forth with inevitable certainty not only personal differences,
but total differences in regard to society, government, and law.
There is no way to mix these two total world views. They are
separate entities that cannot be synthesized. … It is not too strong
to say that we are at war, and there are no neutral parties in the
struggle. One either confesses that God is the final authority, or
one confesses that Caesar is Lord. …

We have reached a place today which is violently opposed to
what the Founding Fathers of this country and those in the
thirteen individual states had in mind when they came together
and formed the union. It is time to think the bottom line as our
forefathers did. … When any office commands that which is
contrary to the Word of God, those who hold that office abrogate
their authority and they are not to be obeyed. And that includes
the state. … The bottom line is that at a certain point there is not
only the right, but the duty, to disobey the state.”
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Mt 5:13-16 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt
loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good
for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by
men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a
hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to
all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.

Elihu Burrit
19th century author, American diplomat, 

philanthropist, & social activist
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“No human being can come into this world without
increasing or diminishing the sum total of human
happiness, not only of the present but of every
subsequent age of humanity.”

“In [Matt 5:13-16] the Lord
summarizes the function of
believers in the world.
Reduced to one word, that
function is influence.”

John MacArthur
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“Being Salt & Light in an Unsavory and Dark Age: The
Christian & Politics”

“Our nation is quickly losing the ability to espouse universal
moral values or to insist that such standards define socially
acceptable and affirmed behavior. The result is a vapid
culture in rapid decay, where behavior that was considered
reprehensible just a couple of decades ago is now allowed,
and even applauded, in many culture-defining venues.
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The populace is rapidly losing its moral bearings and it has
either rejected Christianity and its moral norms outright,
denied its relevance, or relegated it to the level of a self-help
regimen. The religion which dominated in President Adams’
time has for too many been replaced by a faith in which man
is the chief beneficiary. God is invoked for the benefit of the
religious. What He desires of people is secondary at best.
For many other Americans, yet further adrift on the seas of
moral relativism, a Holy Trinity of narcissism has emerged:
‘I, Myself, and Me.’”

1. Why salt?
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Salt (NaCl) should 
be poisonous

Sodium + Chloride

Salt produces at least 3 affects:
• It slows decay
• It seasons food
• It stings a wound
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In Mt 5, Jesus does not
“suggest” that His followers
be salt.

He does not make it
optional.

He boldly declares we “are”
salt.

In his commentary on the Book of Matthew, Frederick
Bruner declares:

“Christians are, by the simple fact that they are
with Jesus, the salt of the earth. The Christian
ethic is an ethic of ‘become what you are’ rather
than the Greek or Confucian ethic of ‘become
what you should be.’”
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2. Why light?

2 Cor 4:4 whose minds the god of this
age has blinded, who do not believe,
lest the light of the gospel of the glory
of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine on them.

Jn 1:4-5 In Him was life, and the life
was the light of men. 5And the light
shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.
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Eph 5:8 For you were once darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord. Walk
as children of light

1 Thess 5:5 You are all sons of light
and sons of the day. We are not of the
night nor of darkness.

Light produces at
least 3 affects:
• It reduces darkness
• It reveals wickedness
• It rescues seekers
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Believers are not a 
candle waiting to be 
lit – we are the light. 

that you may become blameless
and harmless, children of God
without fault in the midst of a
crooked and perverse generation,
among whom you shine as lights in
the world, (Phil 2:15)
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“While our country remains
untainted with the principles and
manners which are now producing
desolation in so many parts of the
world; while she continues sincere,
and incapable of insidious and
impious policy, we shall have the
strongest reason to rejoice in the
local destination assigned us by
Providence.

But should the people of America once
become capable of that deep simulation
towards one another, and towards foreign
nations, which assumes the language of
justice and moderation while it is
practicing iniquity and extravagance, and
displays in the most captivating manner
the charming pictures of candor,
frankness, and sincerity, while it is rioting
in rapine and insolence, this country will
be the most miserable habitation in the
world; because we have no government
armed with power capable of contending
with human passions unbridled by
morality and religion.” The Works of John Adams, 228-29.
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