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“Liberty or Tyranny?”
The Biblical Principles of Civil Government
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Bless (Webster’s 1828)
2. To make happy; to make successful; to prosper in temporal 
concerns; as, we are blest with peace and plenty.

The Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thou doest. Deut. 15.

Ps 33:12
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord: and the 
people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.
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Ecclesiastes 1:9

…and there is no new 
thing under the sun.
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BASIC BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW
God’s Separation of Powers

1. Self Government
2. Family Government
3. Church Government
4. Civil Government
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“There is not a 
single instance in 
history, in which 
civil liberty was lost 
and religious liberty 
preserved entire.”

Reverend John Witherspoon
- President of Princeton
- Member of the 

Continental Congress
- Signer of the 

Declaration of 
Independence
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Tyranny: oppressive power... a government in which 
absolute power is vested in a single ruler (Webster)

To control the body, you must first control the 
mind.

Step 1:  Nationalize education (All rights come from 
God or All rights come from Government.)

Step 2:  Control the flow of information (Media)
Step 3:  No Freedom of Conscience.  (You can’t 

disagree with your government.)
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God Established 3 
Institutions on Earth

• The Home  
• The Church
• Civil Government
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“The Puritan searched the 
Bible, not only for principles 
and rules, but for mandates 
– and, when he could find 
none of these, for analogies 
– to guide him in precise 
arrangements of public 
administration, and in the 
minutest points of individual 
conduct.” 

- John Palfrey, History of New England, 1859
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“…these sermons dealt 
with matters of 

government… (copies 
were distributed widely) 
where they became text 

books of politics.”
The New England Clergy and the American Revolution
Alice M. Baldwin, 1928
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Biblical Truths
• The Fundamental Principle that all men are created equal.
• The Concept of Natural Law.   
• The monogamous family unit.  
• Our laws of morality.
• Ownership & Private Property Rights.
• Right to a fair trial.
• No Conviction without 2 or 3 witnesses.
• Punishment that fits the crime.
• Republican Government.
• A Defined & Written Rule of Law10/25/2020 Paul Blair - Biblical Principles of Civil Government



America was built on a 
Biblical Worldview!  

There is a sovereign God who 
created man, the world and 

everything.

The Bible is God’s Word.

God’s Word is TRUTH!
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“It was ordained of God, and its 
purpose, like the government of 
Christ and of God Himself, was 

the good of the people.”   
Pastor John Davenport, Boston, 1663

1) The purpose of government 
was for the good of the people.
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Romans 13:1-4 

Let every soul be subject unto 
the higher powers. For there is 

no power but of God: the powers 
that be are ordained of God…
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For rulers are not a terror to good 
works, but to the evil...For he is the 

minister of God to thee for good. But if 
thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for 
he beareth not the sword in vain: for he 

is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.
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Gen  9:6  

Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be 
shed: for in the image of God made he man.
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1 Timothy 2:1-2 

I exhort therefore, that, first of all, 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men; For 

kings, and for all that are in authority; 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 

life in all godliness and honesty. 
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1 Peter 2:13-14

“Submit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to 
the king, as supreme;  Or unto governors, 
as unto them that are sent by him for the 

punishment of evildoers, and for the 
praise of them that do well.”
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POINT 1:

The will of God for government is 
to punish the evil and protect the 
good that we may live peaceably 

in all godliness.

Government is for the 
good of man.
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#2) There is a standard of Absolute Truth. 
Man is Subject to Natural Law.

When in the Course of human events it becomes 
necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 
which have connected them with another and to assume 
among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal 

station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's 
God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of 
mankind requires that they should declare the causes 

which impel them to the separation.
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“LAWS OF NATURE AND NATURE’S GOD”                                           

“Man, considered as a creature, must 
necessarily be subject to the laws of his 
Creator, for he is entirely a dependent 

being ... And consequently, as man 
depends absolutely upon his Maker for 

everything, it is necessary that he should 
in all points conform to his Maker's will. 

(Blackstone Commentaries on Law, Book One, Section Two)
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“LAWS OF NATURE AND NATURE’S GOD” 

This will of his Maker is called the 
law of nature… The doctrines thus 
delivered we call the revealed or 

divine law, and they are to be found 
only in the holy scriptures…no 

human laws should be suffered to 
contradict these.”

(Blackstone Commentaries on Law, Book One, Section Two)
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Human law must 
rest its authority 

ultimately upon the 
authority of that 

law which is Divine. James Wilson,
Signer of the Constitution

U. S. Supreme Court Justice 

The Works of the Honorable James Wilson, Bird Wilson, editor (Philadelphia: Lorenzo 
Press, 1804), Vol. I, pp. 103-105, "Of the General Principles of Law and Obligation."10/25/2020 Paul Blair - Biblical Principles of Civil Government



No human laws 
are of any validity 
if contrary to this. 

Alexander Hamilton
Signer of the Constitution 

"The Farmer Refuted”,  Alexander Hamilton, February 25, 1775, Quoting Blackstone
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That is “The Laws of Nature and Nature’s 
God” – a Biblical Worldview.

(Rights come from God.  No one has a right to do wrong.)

POINT 2
There is absolute truth.  

There is right and wrong.  
There is a foundation upon 
which America was built.   
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3) The Importance of a Written Constitution 
Defining the Rule of Law for Everyone

Deut 17:18-20
18 And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the 
throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a 
copy of this law in a book out of that which is 
before the priests the Levites:
19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read 
therein all the days of his life: that he may learn 
to fear the Lord his God, to keep all the words of 
this law and these statutes, to do them:
20 That his heart be not lifted up above his 
brethren, and that he turn not aside from the 
commandment, to the right hand, or to the left:

10/25/2020 Paul Blair - Biblical Principles of Civil Government



3) The Importance of a Written Constitution 
Defining the Rule of Law for Everyone

Deut 17:18-20
18 And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the 
throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a 
copy of this law in a book out of that which is 
before the priests the Levites:
19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read 
therein all the days of his life: that he may learn 
to fear the Lord his God, to keep all the words of 
this law and these statutes, to do them:
20 That his heart be not lifted up above his 
brethren, and that he turn not aside from the 
commandment, to the right hand, or to the left:

10/25/2020 Paul Blair - Biblical Principles of Civil Government



“If man were to live in a state of nature, 
unconnected with other individuals, 

there would be no occasion for any other 
laws, that the law of nature and the law 

of God…But man was formed for 
society…is neither capable of living alone, 

nor indeed has the courage to do it.”
William Blackstone, Commentaries on Law
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If there is no “divine right of kings” and 
since all men are created equal…
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We the people of the United States…constitute 

• a limited civil government, 

• delegating few and defined powers to that government of our 
creation

• and pledge to submit to the proper…rule of law.
We are not subjecting ourselves to the unlimited rule 
of man/men. WE ARE A REPUBLIC, not a democracy.
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Biblical Worldview of Civil 
Government

1. The purpose is for the good of mankind, not tyranny.  Punish 
evil and protect the good that we may live peaceably in all 
Godliness.  Secure Life, Liberty & Pursuit of Happiness. 

2. God is the Ultimate Law maker.  The foundation of truth for 
America is “the laws of nature and nature’s God.”

3. All power comes from the people.  They create a limited 
government, delegate few and defined powers for that 
government and must pay for the government they create.  
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England’s Acts of Tyranny 
Civil Liberty Violated

• Charters were broken.
• Legislatures had been dissolved.
• Trade had been suppressed.
• Taxes had been levied without representation – which was 

like unto stealing – taking your property without consent –
and was against the Magna Carta and 1628 Petition of Right.

• Standing armies were housed in the Colonies when there 
was no war – a violation of the 1689 English Bill of Rights.

• There was no more trial by jury of peers in the colony of the 
offense or even on the continent.
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England’s Acts of Tyranny 
Religious Liberty Violated

The Declaratory Act – a declaration of the King’s right to absolute tyranny and even the 
establishment of the Church of England. 

“’My heart bleeds for America.  O poor New 
England!  There is a deep laid plot against your 
civil and religious liberties and they will be lost.’ 

Whitefield outlined the secret plans of the British 
Ministry to end colonial self-government and to 

establish the Anglican Church”  
(1764)  (William Gordon, The History of the Rise, Progress and Establishment of the United States (2nd Ed, 3 vols. New York Samuel Campbell, 1794)
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What 
about the 

21st

Century
Church?
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Eph 5:11

And have no fellowship (share in, participate with) with 
the unfruitful (barren) works (acts/deeds) of darkness, 
but rather reprove (rebuke/take a stand against) them.
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The Democratic Party Platform 
strongly and unequivocally 
supports Roe v. Wade and a 
woman's right to make 
decisions regarding her 
pregnancy, including a safe and 
legal abortion, regardless of 
ability to pay. We oppose any 
and all efforts to weaken or 
undermine that right.10/25/2020 Paul Blair - Biblical Principles of Civil Government
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http://blackgenocide.org/black.html10/25/2020 Paul Blair - Biblical Principles of Civil Government
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Luke 19:15-26

…then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given 
the money, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading.  Then 
came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds.
And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in 
a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.  And the second came, saying, 
Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds. And he said likewise to him, Be thou also 
over five cities.

20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept 
laid up in a napkin…23 Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, 
that at my coming I might have required mine own with usury?

And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound, and give it to him 
that hath ten pounds.  (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.)  For I 
say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall be given; and from him that 
hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him.10/25/2020 Paul Blair - Biblical Principles of Civil Government



2 Thess 3:10-13

For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if 
any would not work, neither should he eat.

For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, 
working not at all, but are busybodies. Now them that are such we 
command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness 
they work, and eat their own bread.

But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.
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Acts 11:27-30   

And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto 
Antioch.   And there stood up one of them named Agabus, 
and signified by the spirit that there should be great dearth 
throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of 
Claudius Caesar.  Then the disciples, every man according to 
his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren 
which dwelt in Judaea:  Which also they did, and sent it to 
the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.
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James 1:27

The religious observance that God the Father 
considers pure and faultless is this: to care for 

orphans and widows in their distress and to keep 
oneself from being contaminated by the world. 

CJB
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Gen. 2: 15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him 
into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.

“…without form and void.”
Gen. 1:2, Jeremiah 4:23
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1 Chron 12:32

And of the children of Issachar, which were 
men that had understanding of the times, to 
know what Israel ought to do; the heads of 

them were two hundred; and all their brethren 
were at their commandment.
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