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“A Defense of the Constitutions of
Government of the United States of
America”:

“To expect self-denial from men, when
they have a majority in their favor, and
consequently power to gratify
themselves, is to disbelieve all history
and universal experience; it is to
disbelieve Revelation and the Word of
God, which informs us, the heart is
deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked. …
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such exalted virtue never yet existed in
any large body of men and lasted long;
… There is no man so blind as not to
see, that to talk of founding a
government upon a supposition that
nations and great bodies of men, left to
themselves, will practice a course of
self-denial, is either to babble like a
new-born infant, or to deceive like an
unprincipled impostor.”

Critical concept 1:
“They did not want to separate”
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Critical concept 2:
“We hold these truths to be self-

evident ”

Jefferson admonishing 
Supreme Court Justice William 

Johnson:

“On every question of 
construction [of the 
Constitution] let us carry 
ourselves back to the time 
when the Constitution was 
adopted, 
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recollect the spirit manifested 
in the debates, and instead 
of trying what meaning may 
be squeezed out of the text, 
or invented against it, 
conform to the probable one 
in which it was passed.”

James Madison to Henry Lee, Jun
25, 1824:

“I entirely concur in the 
propriety of restoring to the 
sense in which the Constitution 
was accepted and ratified by 
the nation.  In that sense alone 
it is the legitimate Constitution.  
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… What a metamorphosis 
would be produced in the 
code of law if all its ancient 
phraseology were to be taken 
in its modern sense.”

Critical concept 3:
“The Laws of Nature and of 

Nature’s God”
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Sir William Blackstone John Locke

Sir William Blackstone John Locke

“Man, considered as a creature,
must necessarily be subject to
the laws of his Creator, for he is
entirely a dependent being ...
And consequently, as man
depends absolutely upon his
Maker for everything, it is
necessary that he should in all
points conform to his Maker's
will.”
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Sir William Blackstone

“This will of his Maker is called
the law of nature… The
doctrines thus delivered we call
the revealed or divine law, and
they are to be found only in the
holy scriptures…no human laws
should be suffered to contradict
these.” (1753)

Blackstone Commentaries on Law, Book 1, Section 2 

Sir William Blackstone John Locke

19

20



090620 Dan Fisher: The Declaration of 
Independence (Part 2)

9/6/2020

11

John Locke

Two Treatises of Civil Government, 
1689:

“The State of Nature has a Law of
Nature to govern it, which obliges
every one: And Reason, which is that
Law, teaches all Mankind who will but
consult it, that being all equal and
independent, no one ought to harm
another in his Life, Health, Liberty or
Possessions …”

John Locke

Essays on the Law of Nature, IV,
1676:

“Reason lays down that there must
be some superior power to which
we are rightly subject, namely God
who has a just and inevitable
command over us and at His
pleasure can raise us up or throw
us down and make us by the same
commanding power happy or
miserable.”
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John Locke

“Of Ethics in General”:

“To establish morality, therefore, upon
its proper basis, and such foundations
as may carry an obligation with them,
we must first prove a law, which
always supposes a law-maker: one
that has a superiority and right to
ordain, and also a power to reward
and punish according to the tenor of
the law established by him. This
sovereign law-maker, who has set
rules and bounds to the actions of
men, is God, their Maker.”

John Locke

Two Treatises of Civil Government, 
2nd, 1689 :

“Thus the Law of Nature stands as an
Eternal Rule to all Men, Legislators as
well as others. The Rules that they
make for other Men’s Actions, must …
be conformable to the Law of Nature,
i.e. to the Will of God, of which that is
a Declaration, and the fundamental
Law of Nature being the preservation
of Mankind, …”
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John Locke

The Reasonableness of Christianity, 
1695:

“Such a law of morality Jesus Christ
hath given us in the New Testament;
but by the latter of these ways, … We
have from him a full and sufficient rule
for our direction, and conformable to
that of reason ... Here morality has a
sure standard, … from God, the great
lawmaker.”

Critical concept 4:
“All men are created equal”
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The 28th grievance against King 
George removed from the Declaration

“He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its most
sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons of a distant people who
never offended him, captivating & carrying them into slavery in another
hemisphere or to incur miserable death in their transportation
thither. This piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel powers, is the
warfare of the Christian King of Great Britain. Determined to keep open
a market where Men should be bought & sold, he has prostituted his
negative for suppressing every legislative attempt to prohibit or restrain
this execrable commerce. And that this assemblage of horrors might
want no fact of distinguished die, he is now exciting those very people
to rise in arms among us, and to purchase that liberty of which he has
deprived them, by murdering the people on whom he has obtruded
them: thus paying off former crimes committed again the Liberties of
one people, with crimes which he urges them to commit against the
lives of another.”
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The Three-fifths Compromise was proposed by delegate
James Wilson and seconded by Charles Pinckney on June
11, 1787.

It only allowed slaveowners to count 3/5 of their slaves for
the purpose of determining representation and
apportionment in Congress.

Critical concept 5:
“Endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable rights”
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Critical concept 6:
“to secure these rights, Governments 

are instituted among Men ”

Alexander Hamilton, Federalist 33:

“If the federal government should
overpass the just bounds of its
authority and make a tyrannical
use of its powers, the people,
whose creature it is, must appeal
to the standard they have formed,
and take such measures to redress
the injury done to the Constitution
as the exigency [urgent need] may
suggest and prudence justify.”
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Critical concept 7:
“Deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed ”

James Madison 
Virginia Resolution, 1798:

“… in case of a deliberate,
palpable, and dangerous exercise
of other powers, not granted by
the said compact, the states who
are parties thereto, have the right,
and are in duty bound, to
interpose for arresting the
progress of the evil, …”

33

34



090620 Dan Fisher: The Declaration of 
Independence (Part 2)

9/6/2020

18

Critical concept 8:
“The Right (duty) of the People to 

alter or to abolish it (throw off)”

Thomas Jefferson 
Kentucky Resolution, 1798:

“… that whensoever the
general government assumes
undelegated powers, its acts
are unauthoritative, void, and
of no force …”
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Daniel Webster, “The Dignity and
Importance of History,” Feb. 23, 1852:

“[I]f we and our posterity reject
religious instruction and authority,
violate the rules of eternal justice,
trifle with the injunctions of
morality, and recklessly destroy the
political constitution which holds us
together, no man can tell how
sudden a catastrophe may
overwhelm us that shall bury all our
glory in profound obscurity.”
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